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Shauna Knox:	Good afternoon. Welcome to today’s webinar, addressing human trafficking and expanded look at online safety. This is the third in a series of webinars produced by the US Department of Education in the year 2020 that focus on the critical role of the American education system in addressing human trafficking. My name is Dr. Shauna Knox, Management and Program Analyst and Department Lead on Human Trafficking and Child Labor Exploitation at the US Department of Education. I will be moderating today’s event. 

Before moving on, let me tell you about a few technical details for today’s event. The black bar shown on this slide is located at the bottom of your Zoom webinar screen. Using this menu bar, you can raise your hand if you need assistance, which is the option in the center. On the far-left side of the screen, you can click the arrow facing up to adjust your audio settings. On the right-hand side of your screen, you can click Leave Meeting if you need to exit the webinar before it’s concluded. We do have closed captioning available for today’s webinar. You can view that using the link in the chat pod, and we’ll post the web link for closed captioning in the chat continuously throughout the event. If you have technical issues, please contact Kayla Baker at myeventsupport.com or call 706-424-2210 as noted on this slide. An archived version of today’s webinar will be posted on the NCSSLE website within one week. The Center’s website is noted at the bottom of your screen and will be posted in the chat pod for your convenience. Finally, at the conclusion of today’s session, you will be directed to a brief feedback form. Please do take a few minutes to respond to the form so that we know how well this event met your needs. 

Let’s take a quick look at the content of today’s webinar. Right now, we’re rolling through welcome and logistics, and then we’ll move into the context for the webinar and the summary of our previous webinar, which was in June. We’ll move from that into an introduction of each of our panel members, and then we’ll be addressing each of the four topics that will be covered in this webinar. The first topic being foundational human trafficking information, the second topic being best practices in prevention and intervention of trafficking, the third topic being the coordination of school and community anti-trafficking efforts, the fourth topic being top actions for educators to take, and then we’ll have closing remarks from Deputy Assistant Secretary Ruth Ryder of the US Department of Education. 

Please do note that the content of this presentation does not necessarily represent the policy or views of the US Department of Education, nor do they imply endorsement by the US Department of Education. 

Before introducing today’s panel, I’d like to provide some context for today’s information and give you a brief overview of the webinar we conducted in June. It will set the stage for today. The threat of human trafficking is ongoing and the need for schools to work in collaboration with community partners to protect students remains a focus year-round. However, risk is heightened during communitywide, nationwide, and global emergencies, including the threat that is COVID-19. School leaders, faculty, and staff as well as peers and other community partners who protect students have less access to students, caregivers, and families and perpetrators have more access and may use the flexibility of schools reopening in models that are virtual to recruit and victimized students. The increase in online learning adds a new layer of risk that perpetrators may maximize to further exploit and victimize those who are at the most vulnerable. 

The circumstances of the pandemic, specifically public health recommendations and requirements around lockdowns, stay-at-home orders, isolation guidelines, and quarantining provide the perfect environment for traffickers. A common tactic of perpetrators is to restrict or control the movement of victims so that any chance of them being identified by anti-trafficking service providers and partners, including schools is reduced. It is important for education agencies to work in collaboration with their community partners, including law enforcement agencies, local shelters, social service organizations, behavioral health providers, and others to understand how the pandemic heightens risks and vulnerabilities and how they can adjust plans so that everyone is prepared to protect students. 

Throughout 2020, the Department of Education has produced a series of webinars that address this reality. The series highlights the growing response of American schools to child trafficking and commemorates the 20th anniversary of the passage of the Trafficking Victims Protection Act. The series also draws attention to the important efforts that are underway in our nation’s education community to address trafficking. As we’ve conducted these events, your response has been significant, and registration of the webinars remains strong. There’s clearly a commitment on the part of America’s educators to be active players in addressing child labor and sex trafficking. 

During our June webinar, we focused on online safety and we noted the number of important questions that were raised by participants and recognized that our limited time did not allow us to respond to the number of questions that we received. Today’s event is designed to address that reality specifically. Two of the presenters from June’s webinar will return to today’s webinar, along with a third speaker with a very unique perspective on trafficking and online safety. Before we meet the panel, I’ll quickly summarize the June webinar to set the stage for today’s questions. The event is available for viewing on the NCSSLE website at the address that is now being posted in the chat pod. I encourage you to access the webinar and associated resources for a full appreciation of the information that’s being shared. My overview will simply characterize the content of the event. 

Our first speaker in June was the Director of the Office of Trafficking in Persons, Katherine Chon, in the Department of Health and Human Services. Katherine emphasized that a focus on primary human trafficking prevention dictates that we broaden our perspective and consider the causal factors and pathways that lead to human trafficking. This includes online grooming, recruitment, and the sexual exploitation of children and youth. She went on to discuss how online sexual exploitation can include human trafficking, but also includes harassment exchange or solicitation of child sexual abuse material, photos or videos, live streaming abuse, online enticement and sextortion. These additional forms of violence are often precursors to human trafficking victimization. Katherine also addressed how technology, specifically the internet and social media, can help young people access important information, reach out for help, and meet their basic needs for human connection. It also serves as a portal for traffickers and other individuals seeking to target recruit and groom children for trafficking and other forms of abuse. 

Among the information Katherine presented, the data that was most prominent is illustrated on this slide. Resulting from a surge in consumer access to technology in recent years, there has been a significant increase in cases involving the online exploitation of children and youth. Katherine indicated that in the last 10 years, the Department of Justice has seen a 160% increase in cases involving the production of child sexual abuse material. Additionally, 16.8 million cyber tips have come in regarding suspected child sexual abuse material offenses, and those offenses have been reported to the National Center for Missing and Exploited Children just last year. This is very compelling evidence of our need to attend very expeditiously to the issue of child trafficking. 

Though I’m not able to cover everything Katherine shared, I do you want to highlight one additional slide from her segment of this presentation. With this slide that’s now shown on your screen, Katherine emphasized that as educators and professionals working within schools, your role in the lives of students often extends beyond academic instruction. You are often among the first to recognize changes in emotional well-being, behavior, or academic performance, which may be indicating a significant life change and the need for additional support or intervention. For some children and youth, you may be the only one adult that they are able to trust for accurate information and support. As a result, you are optimally positioned as an educator to put in place protective barriers that reduce a student’s risk for falling prey to human trafficking. As with other forms of abuse and neglect, if you as an educator do suspect human trafficking is at play, you should follow your state’s mandatory reporting guidelines and your school’s protocols. If you need additional support or assistance, you can contact the National Human Trafficking hotline. That number is now posted in the chat pod for your convenience. 

Katherine also indicated that the Office of Trafficking in Persons in The Department of Health and Human Services is right now finalizing the review of a skills-based human trafficking prevention education program that is designed to increase the resiliency of children and youth against trafficking. We encourage you to watch for that final report that is soon to be released. 

Ruth Ryder, who is the Deputy Assistant Secretary in the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education at the Department of Education, also offered some remarks following Katherine’s overview of the national context. Ruth will be joining us at the conclusion of today’s webinar to share more remarks on the department’s commitment to combating human trafficking. 

Our next presenter during the June webinar was Stacie Harris. She is the Associate Deputy Attorney General and National Coordinator for Child Exploitation and Human Trafficking at the Department of Justice. A central element to Stacie’s content was an overview of the voluntary principles to counter online child sexual exploitation and abuse. They are now visible on your screen. These seven elements provide a structure for online content providers to become active agents in reducing the risk of children youth in their exposure to inappropriate online content. The voluntary principles are important to us as consumers who use these online platforms, programs, and applications as they empower us to be able to ask probing questions of our virtual vendors and advocate for the safety of our students. Stacie’s complete presentation is also available in the archived version of the webinar. 

Savannah Sanders is the founder of Sex Trafficking Prevention, and she was also a presenter immediately after Stacie in June’s webinar. She joins us again today to speak from her vantage point of examining the role of parents and caregivers as partners in addressing human trafficking. She shared her experience on the topics that are now listed on the screen, Why parents and caregivers: The role of parents and caregivers, what parents and caregivers need, and challenges and opportunities. This content was an important reminder of how essential parent and caregiver engagement is in this area. 

Finally, Erin Williamson was the last content panelist in our webinar in June. The slide that’s now displayed covers some of her tips and strategies that she provided during her segment of the webinar, including very valuable ideas on opening up the conversation regarding trafficking with students, providing information to students on trafficking and tips for engaging in safety planning. 

That is a very brief albeit informative summation of a 75-minute Webinar, but I do hope it piques your interest for more details from that event and gives you context for some of the questions that were generated from it so that as we’re responding to them today, you are able to track with us. 

Now let’s meet our panelists. We’re pleased today to be joined by Savannah Sanders, the founder of Sex Trafficking Prevention, and a lived experience expert. Savannah joins us from Sedona, Arizona. Our second panelist today is Erin Williamson. Erin is the US Programs Director for Love146, a major resource for trafficking prevention resources. Erin comes to us today from New Haven, Connecticut. Our third panelist today is Tanya Gould, founder of Identifiable Me, an organization that promotes dignity, value, and purpose in people. Tanya is also a lived experience expert and joins us from Portsmouth, Virginia. 

Welcome to all three of you. As you know, we’ve divided the queries that we’ve received into four topic areas and then I’ll invite you to offer your focused advice to educators related to prevention and intervention in human trafficking and tips to address challenges in the online space. 

Let’s get started with topic number one. I want to start with questions we received in two key areas. The first is data related to trafficking, and educators have raised three types of questions that are data related. The first relates to gender. How do trafficking rates compare between boys and girls?

Tanya Gould:	Hi, this is Tanya Gould. From my experience, because I work directly with minors alongside of our children’s hospital, we have a CSET team. Although we know nationwide that there is about a 50-50 percentage rate between girls and boys being trafficked, I personally have worked with just a few amount of boys versus girls. We definitely see more girls than we see boys. I’m sure the other panelists can speak on this as well, we all know that there are just a lot of things that boys have to overcome as far as what society thinks about boys and sexuality and just them coming out to say that “This is what is happening to me,” but we do just - we still - in my area where I live, we definitely see more girls than boys.

Erin Williamson:	This is Erin. I would echo that. I would say yes, some research has said 50-50 as Tanya noted, although I will say also other research has said that there are more girls and so I think the research is still really unclear. Certainly, the research that I’ve seen that has been more equitable has really focused on homeless youth in terms of the 50-50 split, but we do see here in Connecticut, we have identified at significantly more girls than boys. I think a lot of times, boys do have a lot to overcome. I also think that as providers and as adults who work with children, we tend to have biases that lead to the identification of girls as victims of sexual abuse and the under identification of boy is.

Shauna Knox:	Is there anything else you’d like to add or discuss related to gender and trafficking before we move on to our next point?

Erin Williamson:	This is Erin again. I think the only thing I would add to that is that I think that the needs - once boys are identified, the needs for boys oftentimes do differ than girls, so it’s important that services that are going to serve both genders really understand and are able to respond to those differences.

Shauna Knox:	The second data area relates to online versus in-person contact or grooming for students into human trafficking. What would you each like to say about this in question, in particular online grooming versus in-person grooming?

Tanya Gould:	This is Tanya. This one is I know that we think about - because everything is online. Definitely predators, traffickers are definitely online looking for the vulnerable. I just don’t want people to forget that - I know for me and the kids that I work with, most of them, it’s by word of mouth. Then they go online for like the confirmation or to set up their posts and ads, but normally they are friends with someone at school or someone knows someone, so it’s like a word of mouth. It’s within the communities, kids know who’s doing this and who you can connect with. Although it ends up being online or an online way, the kids end up coming online in order to make their posts and do what they’re doing online, but over and over again, we’re seeing that it’s more of a community thing where they are friends with – it ends up being like this and I know - we’ve heard trafficking rings, so it’s just more connected in a community level. This again, it has everything to do with, in my opinion, where you live because I think trafficking, it’s like culture - it’s a culture of trafficking but it’s different, just like North America, it’s different than the southern part of America. Trafficking has different nuances as well.

Erin Williamson:	This is Erin again. I would really echo what Tanya said about that it is different in different geographic areas. Here in Connecticut, we are seeing a lot of online recruitment and grooming, so a lot of our youth are having their first contact with their traffickers online, who oftentimes are posing as an adult that they can trust, a boyfriend that they can rely on, a friend or some other pivotal person that they can be in their lives. We though also are seeing in-person grooming and recruitment. Sometimes we’re seeing that happening in schools, sometimes we’re seeing that happening because youth run away and they’ve heard that there are certain homes that are "safe for them to go to". Then those individuals, sometimes it’s even couples that will end up trafficking those children who are vulnerable because they have left their homes.

Savannah Sanders:	I would like to add that it’s really important that as we continue conversations and education with parents and caregivers and youth, that when we’re looking at online versus in person, that we don’t discriminate against either of them and we educate them on both equally and making sure that we’re safety planning with them and teaching them risks and risk factors that apply to both sides. What I’ve seen with a lot of the youth that I’ve worked with is that whether it’s in person or online, if the child has a history of trauma and abuse, they are more likely to engage in risky or dangerous behavior and that includes in-person and online. There’s a lot of different things that might happen before online recruitment or in-person recruitment such as sexual abuse and different aspects of different types of trauma or exposure to pornography, that kind of thing that might leave them more vulnerable to engaging with somebody that’s dangerous, whether it’s online or in person.

Shauna Knox:	Okay, thank you so much for all of that information. The third and final data item that was raised by educators relates to the relationship with a student, that someone may have who has introduced them to trafficking. How often is it that a stranger, compared to someone they know, maybe even someone close to them, has actually introduced them to human trafficking, that dichotomy between being introduced by a stranger and being introduced by someone that they know?

Erin Williamson:	Hi, so this is Erin. I think one of the important things to note here is that in some ways, this question sets up a dichotomy that oftentimes doesn’t exist because traffickers spend a significant amount of time getting to know and grooming and recruiting youth. Oftentimes if you ask that youth, “Was this a stranger?” They would say, “No, this was my boyfriend. This was my good friend. This was my sister’s boyfriend.” I think that very, very rarely do we see a child kidnapped off the streets. Much more often, we see traffickers really spend that time building that relationship so that they are no longer seen as a stranger, even if their sole purpose for building that relationship is future exploitation. I just think we really need to be careful to not see it as a dichotomy because so rarely it is that total stranger just grabbing a kid and trafficking them.

Shauna Knox:	That’s really very helpful. As it relates to definitions, educators expressed an inability to do distinguish between child sexual exploitation and child trafficking. Can you help us make sense of this distinction between child sexual exploitation and child trafficking?

Erin Williamson:	Hi, this is Erin again. I think the primary difference is just to realize the commodification that occurs with child trafficking. Sexual exploitation can take many forms, but when you’re talking about child and really sex trafficking - because we do need to acknowledge that there’s also child labor trafficking, but when we’re talking about child sex trafficking, there is an exchange of something of value. This can have a very significant impact on a child in terms of their trauma and how they view themselves and their body when you’re addressing the trauma that’s happened to them. It can also mistakenly lead some children to believe that they were complicit in their victimization because they did receive something of value, they or somebody else received something of value in exchange for that sexual exploitation and abuse.

Shauna Knox:	Thank you. We’re going to advance to the next slide where a couple of questions have come in that are based in your experiences, panelists. We’re hoping to draw on your expertise. The first of which is what factors make children or youth more vulnerable to online trafficking? In what role can educators play in reducing that vulnerability? What role can parents place specifically?

Tanya Gould:	I’d like to first.. when I think about the kids that I’m seeing and they are involved in any type of online trafficking, I think these are kids that are unsupervised in some way. They have access to the Internet and even their phones where they’re able to download different types of apps. They know that they can - some apps you can use where you’re messaging and then it’s erased in a day. Kids, they know, which is a part of grooming and some of these apps are made to support this. Because if you know that your message can be erased, then you can set up dates and make them happen in that way and there’s no proof of it. I think if educators were aware of different types of apps that are out there, that are available, and they hear kids talking around or just conversating about apps that they can use and being aware of it and then just asking questions about that and involve themselves in some of the conversations that kids are having around this would be great. Also parents, just making sure there are apps you can use to make sure that your kids know because I think it’s important to be transparent also, that you’re not just spying on your kids but you’re able to have a dialogue with them and say, “Well, you are allowed to do this but I need to know. I’m adding this feature to your phone or your internet access because I care about you and I want to know what you’re doing,” so yes.

Shauna Knox:	How likely? The second question is really just how likely is it that the first time someone intervenes to remove a child from a trafficking situation? How likely is that first attempt to actually be successful?

Savannah Sanders:	This is Savannah. It really depends on the situation and the trauma of the individual. Really, what we’re looking for is to build safe and resilient, transformative relationships with youth when there is an intervention, and really not looking at them going back as necessarily a failure because it really just depends on them, their healing process. Creating that safe and transformative relationship and continuing those conversations and continuing that healing process and getting them connected to the right types of services, but there really isn’t such a thing as like an intervention where it’s a rescue scenario where you take somebody out of the situation and put them in a safe place and save them. We’re really looking at building lasting transformative relationships with them and sometimes that looks different for each individual.

Shauna Knox:	This last question is around some of the more innovative and comprehensive ways in which you have actually seen schools effectively addressing online safety to prevent human trafficking. Can you share some of these approaches that have been really effective?

Erin Williamson:	Hi, this is Erin. I think that the school districts that are the most effective recognize that this is an ongoing conversation that needs to happen in the very early, early years with children. Really, as soon as they’re accessing tablets and computers which, at this point, is happening as young as kindergarten in some school districts, having those conversations, having them regularly and having them advanced as the children get older. I think one of the most important things to realize is that, especially as children do get older, they can tell pretty quickly if an adult knows what they’re talking about as it relates to online platforms. It’s important that whoever is providing that education to children really is familiar and well-versed in the most popular online platforms. I think it’s also important to recognize that the education cannot simply be providing information. It needs to be skill-based, it needs to give children practice responding to potential predators online and practice setting up their platforms and setting and communicating in a way that’s safe. That can be role playing, that can be actually engaging and block - teaching kids how to block people on different platforms, but you can engage in skill building as part of the education process. Otherwise, we know from [Unintelligible] and other programs, just telling children to be safe online, just telling children to not do drugs is not going to result in them not engaging in those behaviors.

Shauna Knox:	Thank you. We’re going to move along to topic area two for today that relates to the best practice recommendations. As you can imagine, educators are really interested in taking actions to prevent and intervene when there is human trafficking happening in ways that specifically have an impact and have been proven to work. Let’s take a look at inquiries that we’ve received in that cluster of questions. Pictured here on the screen, the questions are: Where do we stand as a nation related to incorporating human trafficking awareness in existing curricula? What criteria do you consider when verifying high quality human trafficking prevention curricula? Do you have specific guidelines for best practice in online communication? For example, the use of Zoom, the use of TikTok with students. Lastly, what is the best practice for responding when learning that a student has been victim to trafficking? We’re just going to take those questions in bulk because we are running over time.

Erin Williamson:	Hi, this is Erin. I would say in terms of what we’re seeing, really, it’s important to have evidence informed and skill building like I said. I think all online communication should be used as an opportunity to open up those conversations. I think as you’re responding - so you need to provide the information up front, you need to be talking to them online about online safety, and as you’re responding, it’s really important to be non-judgmental. It’s really critical that you tell a child what your next steps are going to be and that you not over promise what will happen or how people will respond. I think those are the critical things in terms of responding to potential disclosures. I also think it’s important to note that some children are going to test disclosures. They might share some of their victimization and see how an adult responds before sharing the full extent of their victimization. It’s really important for adults to recognize that there may be more information that is going to come forth at a later period.

Tanya Gould:	This is Tanya. I was thinking about just like - because in my area, and I’m sure others, we’re still working on schools really bringing this in. We’re looking at what should exist. I like a lot of curriculum that really talks about what healthy communication is and what healthy relationships are. I think it’s important for educators to understand that when kids find themselves in a trafficking situation, it doesn’t mean that that was the first unhealthy situation or experience in their life, that they also understand that there were other things that made them vulnerable for this. Sometimes we like to look directly at the trafficking situation and totally forget or may not think about because that’s important to us. Let’s look at the root of some of the problems or the issues that’s happening that we see before that there is something happening before then. Just some basic things about relationships and domestic violence because a lot of times we find these situations are in trafficking situations. If curriculum in prevention talks more about those types of issues, then I think it’s healthy because these are issues that should be discussed at home, but parents are working or some kids don’t even have caregivers at home where they’re learning some of these foundational tools. I know Savannah does a lot with prevention and would love to hear some things that she has on that.

Shauna Knox:	Thank you so much. In the interest of time, we’re going to move to the third topic. This segment, we’re going to look at the issue of school and community coordination together. Because we’re all aware that schools are not in the battle alone, so we’re considering how to engage and coordinate with other entities with a shared passion to eliminate child trafficking and address issues of online safety. In the previous webinars, we touched on the importance of school and community coordination related to trafficking prevention and other protection efforts. These are the questions that emerged. The questions are: How can community organizations with priorities to address human trafficking and reach high school-aged youth specifically best support the efforts in schools? What do you see being the appropriate role for educators as part of a communitywide approach to address human trafficking prevention and protection? What would you suggest educators not do in addressing human trafficking prevention and intervention, particularly in the online space? Can you please describe what a child advocacy center is and the role of the child advocacy center and how schools can best interface with them? We’ll tackle these questions all together as well.

Tanya Gould:	I like to always encourage communities to do everything that you can to work together. That’s how you can best support kids in your community, is by educating yourself, making sure that you know your boundaries. If you don’t feel comfortable talking about issues like this or you’re nervous or just brings you anxiety, then you shouldn’t do it and that’s okay and it’s okay to admit that, but still make sure that you find a way that you can still help bring your community together. As far as with the child advocacy centers, I think it’s just important to know your resources and just always include them because a lot of times, we like to do things by yourself. We don’t mean to, it’s just that we want to fix it and we want to make sure it’s done, but it’s super important to make sure that everybody who are players or resources in all of this that they’re being communicated with and we allow each resource to do what they come to the table to do. Empower each other and support each other in doing that.

Erin Williamson:	This is Erin. I echo everything that Tanya said. I think that she was spot on. The only thing I think I would add to that is I think in terms of how communities and educators address this issue, it’s really important to remember that there are youth who have experienced victimization, whether it’s trafficking or other forms of sexual victimization. We need to be aware when we’re communicating with images as well as engaging in discussions, what could be triggering for audience members, and so to not be too graphic, and to present the issue as reality and not be overly with children and chains and those type of images that we’re no longer using in the field, but that have historically been used. I think it’s really important to be accurate and not overly graphic or sensationalizing, and to be prepared to respond to audience members, adults and children, who may be triggered by these types of conversations and discussions.

Savannah Sanders:	I think it’s an incredibly important that we focus on having protocols put in place that are responsive to the community with what the community has available, and looking at trauma as a whole for the community and the students that are in the school, looking at generational cycles of abuse and poverty, and how that impacts and leads to trafficking.

Shauna Knox:	Thank you so much. That’s really helpful. We’re now going to hear from each of our panelists regarding their top four recommended actions for an educator to take. For this segment of the webinar, we asked each of our three panelists to create their own list of their top three to five recommendations for each educator that even could be used for an educator that’s working in isolation. In other words, these panelists also did not collaborate to create the list, rather they individually reflected on what they thought would be most helpful based on their lived experience. Now they are sharing what they think is most helpful in us supporting young people and combating human trafficking and protecting them from that. We’re going to hear first from Savannah.

Savannah Sanders:	First and foremost, I think it’s really important to become an ally to the movement, whether that’s within your organization or if that’s as an individual. Dig deep into reading books and articles and learning and being involved in the movement. I know that educators have a lot on their plate but becoming an ally in aspects of trafficking and domestic violence and all sorts of other movements that exist help understand trauma and the trauma impacts and creates a safety net. Become aware of unused trauma informed care and healing-centered practices. That really means digging deep into the impacts of trauma, understanding adverse childhood experiences, what leads to trafficking, not just online awareness, but like all of the things that contribute to trafficking and understanding the healing process. Then third, I would say, and this is probably for me, in the prevention work that I do, the most important is do your own work on yourself and on your heart and in your household and in your community. Look at the things that may be triggering for you or that have impacted you. When we’re able to do our own healing work, it creates a level of empathy and understanding. Even if you don’t have trafficking experiences, that you understand the healing process and makes you an amazing ally for the kids that you serve. Then fourth, I would say meet them where they’re at. These kids have gone through a lot of different experiences, either at home or through trafficking, or whatever the case may be. When they’re working on creating goals or anything that they’re doing, their life is not going to look like what everybody else’s looks like. It’s important to meet them where they’re at and understand that their mental health and their healing is at the forefront of everything that they should be doing and focused on sometimes, and sometimes that means making different decisions for their future for the time being, until they’re ready to do different things. I didn’t go back to school until I was 25. Some of my friends finished high school that were trafficked. Everybody has their own way of dealing with things and it’s really important to meet them where they’re at on that healing journey.

Shauna Knox:	Thank you, Savannah. That’s really helpful. Become an ally to the movement, become aware of and use trauma informed care and healing-centered practices. Do your own work and meet them where they are. Let’s move on to Erin. What are your top recommendations for educators?

Erin Williamson:	Building on Savannah’s wonderful recommendations, I think it’s really important for educators to familiarize themselves with red flags and how youth may present with those red flags in the education system and provide ongoing education, age appropriate prevention education, not just on trafficking, but also, as Tanya said on healthy relationships on online safety, all of these things that are related to potential trafficking victimization. Have a plan, policies and protocols in place. I think Savannah had previously mentioned the importance of these. Schools really need to be prepared to respond to disclosures because as you engage in prevention work, youth will begin to disclose potential victimization, not just trafficking, but other types of victimization as well. I think that in terms of working with youth who have experienced victimization, offering flexible solutions and working with these youth so that they can be successful in school is really important. It is extremely hard for these youth to go back into an educational system, where their peers are discussing things like prom or other things and may seem oblivious to the trauma that they have experienced and the ways that they have really been adultified in their life. Some examples that I’ve seen among schools are things like offering independent study for health class, which those images and those discussions can be quite triggering for these youth. Offering hall passes so that kids can use them whenever they feel they need to speak to a guidance counselor without having to explain to the teacher why they need to use the hall pass. I think it’s really important for schools to be open to these innovative ideas on how to really support youth in successfully continuing their education because we do know that education is so critical to youth becoming successful later in life and economically independent and reducing the risks for later re-victimization.

Shauna Knox:	Erin, thank you so much. Familiarize ourselves with those red flags. Make sure that our prevention education is ongoing and age appropriate. Make a plan and offer solutions that are flexible and allow survivors to actually be successful. The things that they need, need to be in place. That’s really, really helpful. Lastly, we’ll be hearing from Tanya. Tanya, what are your top recommendations for educators?

Tanya Gould:	Well, for number one, I have the trafficking experience the minor is going through may not be the only traumatic event that they have experienced, so be open to listening and learning more. Also, I just want to say, I often go back to my own story. I think if educators would have been more just listening to me, they would have understood or have seen that there was some type of other violences that were happening in my life prior to my trafficking experience. Just perhaps, that may have been - instead of a gateway for trafficking, it could have been a gateway for healing, had some of these things been noticed and addressed prior to my trafficking experience. The number two is you are not alone, so gather local credible resources to help you remain relevant in the issues around trafficking. Just like when I was talking about some apps that kids are using, their languages that they’re using, so just try to use their language or understand their language so that you remain relevant as to what they’re talking about. Also, just again, like I said before, make sure you truly understand services and resources that are around you. Sometimes we just pick and choose and give out numbers to resources, but whatever your local or state protocols are for gathering resources or for sending referrals out, please make sure that you know what they are. Number three, be approachable. Kids know who can be trusted. I just like to say this, I imagine myself with a t-shirt on that says “I am safe”. What that means is what Savannah had mentioned earlier, I want to make sure that I’ve done my own work because if I’ve done my own work, then instead of running out of passion in doing things, perhaps doing my own work can help me be more compassionate about things and kids see that. They know who they can trust and they know who has the capacity to be able to help them, so I am safe. Number four, keep goals realistic, understand the burden. Kids are carrying while they’re doing their best to keep information secretive. They’re like living double lives. When you look at it and you say, "Well, no. They lied to me,” or “They said this and this doesn’t make sense." It doesn’t make sense because they’re trying to keep it all together but they’re not able to keep it all together. Also, the pressure of schoolwork can cause them to walk away from it all. Okay? Find creative ways to keep them connected to the importance of education. You would be surprised the amount of kids that I work with, they want to stay in school. They just can’t keep up with schoolwork or they just can’t in addition to the things that they’re going through. Just be mindful that as kids are going through some of this other stuff in their life at home and you know that things are chaotic and may not be able to put your finger on it. Just be mindful that just because that’s going on at home, and they may seem detached, doesn’t mean that they don’t want anything to do with school, so don’t give up on them. Maintain a non-judgmental attitude. That’s another way kids watch to see how you really feel about things. Because they have watched you talk about issues and how you talk about it, and so they’re watching to see if you’re judgmental. Those are like my top five. Thank you.

Shauna Knox:	Thank you, Tanya. Very insightful. Summing up what I’ve heard from you is really making sure that we don’t assume that just because a child or young person has been trafficked, that that’s the only traumatic event that they’ve experienced. Making sure that we use the resources, make sure we know what’s relevant so that we can actually be an asset we can actually be helpful as educators. Making sure that we’re approachable, making sure that we have realistic goals and don’t turn kids off. Lastly, that we’re not judgmental and that we are open. That’s really very helpful. To reflect on today’s webinar and further describe the role of the Department of Education in addressing human trafficking at large, we’re now joined by Deputy Assistant Secretary Ruth Ryder.

Ruth Ryder:	Thank you, Shauna, and thank you so much to our panelists, Savannah, Erin, and Tanya for your really informative and helpful responses to the participant questions that we got from our earlier webinars. The interest in this topic has really been overwhelming. This has been a really, I think, helpful and compelling discussion that will serve educators well as we’re moving into the new academic year. Speaking on behalf of the US Department of Education, I also extend appreciation to all of you on the webinar today. I’ve been watching the chat box and there’s been a lot of interest in the information that’s being presented. We really appreciate your commitment to the field and your passion for ensuring the best possible school climate for all students. This is really a hallmark of educate In America. I hope you found the content today helpful in your continued efforts to build that safe, supportive climate for all students. This webinar is a reflection of the department’s commitment to addressing human trafficking and the role educators can play in supporting students impacted by it. The work we are now undertaking to address trafficking is an extension of our ongoing focus on nurturing safe and supporting school learning environments, places in which all students feel safe and connected to meaningful adult and peer relationships. That’s especially important during this challenging time, which makes it increasingly critical that we keep a focus on this issue of human trafficking. 

In recognition of the 20th anniversary of The Trafficking Victims Protection Act, and consistent with the department’s role in the interagency task force to monitor and combat trafficking in persons, we are committed to helping educators support students affected by trafficking. Throughout 2020, the department has led a series of projects to strengthen that support. 

First, we are producing this series of webinars addressing human trafficking. Today’s webinar is the third of these events. The first webinar, conducted in January, focused on identifying and supporting students affected by human trafficking. The second, as mentioned earlier by Shauna, was conducted in June with a focus on online safety. Today’s webinar was a follow-up to the second webinar on which we had incredible interest. We are planning a future webinar focusing on tier one, universal prevention efforts to reduce trafficking of students. In addition, we are preparing a webinar addressing support of special population that may be at higher risk of grooming for trafficking, and also steps that can be taken to reintegrate students in the educational settings following intervention, which we heard today is very critical. Additional details will be provided about future events as they become available. We hope you’ll check out the archived version of the past webinars in the series at the address that is now appearing in the chat box and join us for the upcoming events. 

Second, we are revising a popular resource, Human Trafficking in America's Schools, to bring you up-to-date with recent developments in the field. This downloadable resource will support school personnel in their role as caring principled adult, who can monitor for warning signs of trafficking, involvement of students, and engage appropriate interventions as warranted. We will be making this resource broadly available later in the year. 

Third, we’re preparing a dedicated human trafficking webpage which will be housed at the Department of Education’s website. This webpage will be committed to providing key resources and reference documents to educators who are supporting students impacted by trafficking on a daily basis in America’s schools. We’ll ground all of these resources in the latest research and best practice information available, while drawing from the wisdom of trafficking survivors and advocates. 

Our work on these efforts is well underway and we look forward to bringing the additional resources to you in the month to come. Thank you once again for joining us today. I and the entire Department of Education recognize the important work you are all undertaking in these times of pandemic reality. Thank you for all you’re doing. I’m now going to turn the session back to Shauna to wrap up the webinar.

Shauna Knox:	Thank you, Ruth. Thank you for describing the leadership and the support the department is providing in recognition of the 20th anniversary of The Trafficking Victims Protection Act, and the agency’s commitment to this very critical topic in the months to come and indefinitely. Thank you all for your attendance today, and special thank you to our panelists who have shared really vital and important nuggets of information with us. Thank you for sharing your questions in the chat pod. We will be pouring through those questions following this webinar, so that we are able to compile your questions and observe them in order to determine how we’ll move forward with the next webinar in order to ensure that we are answering your questions as they are being submitted. Thank you to you all for your attendance today. We at the department do deeply appreciate and value your commitment to America’s students and the meaningful role that you play in safeguarding their health and well being. 

At the conclusion of today’s webinar, you’ll be directed to a short feedback form. Please provide us with your feedback so that it can inform future webinar development and better meet your needs. Should you fail to receive the survey link, you may use the link that is now on screen to access the evaluation form. Thank you again so much for your participation today and have a great day.
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