
  

 Lessons from the Field - Addressing Student 
Behavioral Needs & Supporting Their Mental 

Health 

Wednesday, December 8, 2021 | 3:00 – 4:15 PM ET 

SPEAKER BIOS 

Kabrillen Jones 
Special Assistant, Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services,  U.S. 
Department of Education 

Ms. Kabrillen Jones serves as a Special Assistant in the Office of Special Education and 
Rehabilitative Services where she works to develop policies that benefit infants, toddlers, 
children, youth, and adults with disabilities. Just prior to her appointment, she served as a 
consultant for UPD Consulting and a business analyst for the education technology firm Crocus. 
Previously she served as a policy analyst for the D.C. Office of the State Superintendent of 
Education, where she worked on a variety of K-12 issues with a primary focus on regulation and 
guidance on special education. She is a graduate of Spelman College and the Harvard Graduate 
School of Education. 
 
Renee Bradley 
Education Program Specialist, Office of Special Education Programs, U.S. Department of 
Education 

Dr. Renee Bradley, Ph.D., has over thirty-five years of experience in special education. She 
began her career as a teacher of students with emotional and behavioral disabilities. During 
those eight years she worked in a variety of settings from self-contained to an inclusion 
program to providing homebound services working with children preschool through high 
school. After working in a teacher training master’s program for non-traditional students, 
Renee joined the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs, Research 
to Practice Division in 1997. Among her accomplishments: she has served as the project officer 
for the National Center on Positive Behavioral Interventions; coordinated the OSEP Attract, 
Prepare and Retain Personnel Initiative; the Learning Disabilities Initiative; and the Partnership 
Project. Dr. Bradley has written and contributed to numerous publications and is a frequent 
presenter on special education and behavior issues. Dr. Bradley has a bachelors and master’s in 
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special education from the College of Charleston and her Ph.D. in Leadership and Policy from 
the University of South Carolina. 

Marci Hertz 
Senior Behavioral Scientist, Division of Adolescent and School Health, Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention 

Ms. Hertz has worked for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) since 2003 in 
the National Center for Injury Prevention and Control (NCIPC) and in the Division of Adolescent 
and School Health (DASH). Her work focuses on researching, implementing, and evaluating 
systems to prevent violence and injuries. She is currently a Senior Health Scientist in DASH, 
leading their efforts to promote mental health and prevent substance abuse. Most recently, she 
was the Evaluation and Integration team (EIT) lead in NCIPC, where she provided leadership for 
the Medication Assisted Treatment study, and several evaluation projects, including the 
evaluation of the SAMHSA Naloxone Distribution and Education program, two CDC prescription 
drug overdose prevention state program efforts, the Core State Violence and Injury Prevention 
Program, and the Injury Control Research Centers. Prior to her work at CDC, Ms. Hertz was the 
Associate Director of Violence Prevention Programs at the Harvard School of Public Health. Ms. 
Hertz received her B.A. in Psychology from Emory University and a Master’s Degree in 
Psychology from the University of Pennsylvania. 

Jennifer Kubista 
Superintendent, Central School District 13J, Monmouth, OR  

Dr. Jennifer Kubista’s educational mission, vision, and philosophy is focused on the 
development of the whole child, where students are academically, behaviorally, physically, 
socially, and emotionally healthy, safe, engaged, supported, and challenged in their learning 
and achievement. This philosophy also includes the development of whole educators, where 
learning, growing, living (being happy and healthy), working, and leading are at the forefront as 
we engage in teaching and learning to support the whole child. This engagement also includes 
opportunities to partner with families and the community for the best interest of every student, 
every day.  A message she continues to share with others is that Whole School, Whole Child, 
Whole Family, leads to a Whole Community. Dr. Kubista is the current Superintendent at 
Central School District 13J--a diverse, yet rural community located in Independence and 
Monmouth, OR.  

Lisa Spears 
Clinical Supervisor, School-Based Therapy Program & Project Aware Community 
Manager, Florence One Schools, Florence, SC 

Ms. Lisa Spears has 16 years of mental health experience. Currently, she serves as the School-
Based Therapy Program Clinical Coordinator and the SAMHSA Project Aware (Advancing 
Wellness and Resiliency in Education) Grant Community Manager for Florence One Schools, 
Florence, SC.  Ms. Spears has previously served as an elementary Behavioral Health Counselor 
and as a Coordinator for her District's Clinical Day Treatment program. In this role, she oversaw 
the clinical and educational needs of students with Emotional Disabilities. She also has 



experience in higher education, human resources, and was certified as a School Guidance 
Counselor.  

Ms. Spears is also a trainer for Youth Mental Health First Aid, SC Department of Education 
Threat Assessment Management & Best Practices, and Safe-Talk Suicide Prevention. She is 
rostered with the Medical University of South Carolina as a Trauma-Focused Cognitive 
Behavioral Therapist and she specializes in Cognitive Behavior Therapy with children. Her broad 
range of experiences also include developing school-wide tiers of support, coordinating 
interconnected systems of care, implementing school threat assessment and suicide prevention 
procedures, and managing the delivery of rehabilitative behavioral health services. 
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