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Goals for this Report

This report will show you:

e How surveyed members of your school community—students, school personnel and parents—rate the
overall Safety, Engagement, and Environment in your school.

e Your school’s IS® Index, which is a reflection of the health of your school’s optimal conditions for
learning.

e Where perceptions are consistent across the three school groups—students, school personnel and
parents—and where they diverge.

e  Which constructs are rated highest and lowest for each group as a whole.

e Additional survey constructs that, while not included in your IS® Index, will add to your understanding of
the conditions for learning at your school.
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What are conditions for learning?

e Conditions for learning refer to all aspects of the learning environment, including:
o School safety;
o The quality of relationships (e.g. the level of engagement and connectedness) among students,
parents, and school personnel;
o The established and practiced norms and values;
The processes and procedures used; and
o The overall physical environment within which all school activities and interactions occur.

O

Why are conditions for learning important?

e Research regarding risk and protective factors for children and youth shows that ignoring conditions for
learning leads to deficits in learning supports systems (Osher, et al., 2008).

e Healthy conditions for learning contribute to students’ academic achievement and overall healthy
development (Osher & Kendziora, 2010; Cohen, McCabe, Michelli, & Pickeral, 2009).

e A national study showed that improving skills such as solving problems, working out conflicts and
working with other people in a group has led to double-digit increases on achievement test scores,

improved classroom behavior and improved attitudes. (Durlak, Weissberg, & Pachan, 2010).

Why are conditions for learning important to lowa?

e Even with significant investments in curriculum and instruction, lowa’s trend lines for reading and math
are essentially flat, and achievement gaps for poor, minority, students with disabilities, and English
language learners are not closing (lowa Department of Education, 2011).

e Therefore, it is essential to identify measures that provide critical data on indicators of conditions of
learning. These data can be used to either promote conditions for learning or remediate barriers to
learning.

Citations

e Cohen, J.,, McCabe, E. M., Michelli, N. M., & Pickeral, T. (2009). School climate: Research, policy, teacher
education and practice. Teachers College Record, 111(1), 180-213.

e Durlak, J., Weissberg, R. P., & Pachan, M. (2010). A meta-analysis of after-school programs that seek to
promote personal and social skills in children and adolescents. American Journal of Community
Psychology, 45, 294-309.

e |owa Department of Education (2011). The Annual Condition of Education Report. (Available at

http://educateiowa.gov/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=2565:2011-annual-
condition-of-education-report-is-available&catid=666:highlights).
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o . Osher, D. & Kendziora, K. (2010). Building conditions for learning and healthy adolescent
development: Strategic approaches. In B. Doll, W. Pfohl, & J. Yoon (Eds.) Handbook of Youth Prevention
Science. New York: Routledge.

o . Osher, D., Sprague, J., Weissberg, R. P., Axelrod, J., Keenan, S., Kendziora, K., & Zins, J. E. (2008). A
comprehensive approach to promoting social, emotional, and academic growth in contemporary
schools. In A. Thomas & J. Grimes (Eds.) Best practices in school psychology V, Vol. 4 (pp. 1263-1278).
Bethesda, MD: National Association of School Psychologists.

What is “lowa Safe and Supportive Schools”?

e lowa Safe and Supportive Schools (IS%) is a federal grant that takes the first step in understanding
optimal conditions for learning and provides financial support for select schools to leverage resources
toward maximum benefit for students, their families and the school personnel who support them.

What are the goals of I1S3?

Goal 1:

e Establish a valid and reliable measure of school safety, engagement, and environment (conditions for
learning) for high school students (grades 9-12), parents/ guardians, and all school personnel.

What is the name of this measure?

e lowa Youth Survey: Conditions for Learning

What is a survey construct?

e A construct is an idea that cannot be directly counted. Therefore, it must be measured in some way
that can be counted.

o For example, we cannot directly count “safety.”

o However, we can count the number of students who feel unsafe, the number of fights at school,
and the number of items stolen on school property (these are examples of the survey items
found in this report).

o All of these numbers can then be used to tell us about “safety” at school.

e In this report, survey items (found in Appendices A, B, and C for students, school personnel, and parents,
respectively) are used to measure the survey constructs listed in Table 1.
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Table 1. lowa Youth Survey: Conditions for Learning

IYS: Conditions for Learning Survey Constructs P

opulation(s)
that answer

this construct

SAFETY
*Physical Safety the extent to which students are safe from physical harm in the school X X X
*Emotional Safety the extent to which a student feels safe from verbal abuse, teasing, and exclusion X X X
Suicide Risk the extent to which students are safe from personal harm X
Perceived Peer Emotional the (.extent to which it is perceived that all students are safe from verbal abuse, X X X
teasing, and exclusion
Safety
Values the beliefs of students about physical, emotional, and personal safety X
ENGAGEMENT S P SC
the extent to which students and adults demonstrate respect for each other’s X X X
*Diversity differences (i.e. appearance, culture, gender, race, learning differences, sexual
orientation, etc.)
*Adult-Student the extent to which adults demonstrate care for students, respect for students, X X X
. . and acknowledgement of students’ work
Relationships
*Student-Student th'e extent to which students demonstrate care for, respect for, and collaboration X X X
. . with one another
Relationships
Commitment to the extent to which students value and put forth effort toward school X
School/Learning
Supports for Learning the extent to which supportive teaching practices are used X X X
the extent to which there is support for the development of social and civic X X X
Social and Civic Learning knowledge, skills, and dispositions
ENVIRONMENT S P SC
*Expectations/Boundaries the extent to which clear rules are delineated and enforced X X X
*Physical Environment the extent to which the school facilities are adequate, clean, and up to date X X X
Adult Support the extent to which adults intervene when bullying occurs X X X
the extent to which parents feel safe, welcome, and involved in their child’s X
Parent-School Connection  education in the school
the extent to which administration creates and communicates a clear vision, and X
Leadership is accessible to and supportive of school personnel and school personnel
development.
Positive attitudes and relationships among school personnel that support X

Professional Relationships

effectively working and learning together.

* Indicates constructs used in Index calculations.
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IS3 Goal 2:

e Establish an index that differentiates between schools that have optimal conditions for learning, and
those that do not.

What is the IS3 Index?

e The IS® Index is an indicator (or reflection) of the health of a school’s optimal conditions for learning in
the areas of safety, engagement and environment.

e The IS® Index was used to determine which schools would receive 1S? grant funding to improve the
overall health of their school’s conditions for learning.
o InTable 2, high scores indicate more optimal conditions for learning, and less need for targeted
or intensive interventions.
o Schools with scores 0 to 22 (red and orange) received IS® grant funding.

e The Index will be continually monitored and utilized to support schools in directing improvements in
their conditions for learning, and to inform the selection and evaluation of programmatic interventions.

What data are included in the Index?

e Student survey data and school incident data are included in the Index.

e School personnel and parent results are shown in this report and can be used to give you a more
complete picture of the conditions for learning at your school.
o However, data from these populations are not included in the Index.

IS3 Goal 3:

e Implement targeted, programmatic interventions in order to help schools improve conditions
for learning.
o Using the IS® Index and the data in this report, schools will make data-based decisions to
implement interventions in order to improve the conditions for learning.
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Table 2. 1S3 Index Range and Description
Index Range

Description

Schools with an IS® Index in this range need some targeted support to improve the health of
the school climate and to create favorable conditions for learning in the areas of safety,
engagement and environment.

Schools with an IS® Index in this range need intensive support to improve the health of the
school climate and to create favorable conditions for learning in the areas of safety,
engagement and environment.

Your School’s IS3 Index
e Figure 1 details your school’s Index for this year in relation to the range of total points possible.
o The graph is color-coded to align with the ranges noted in Table 2, and reflects your school’s
overall condition for learning.
e Figure 2 details your school’s Index trend data throughout the life of the IS® grant.
o The color of each dot in the graph aligns with the Index ranges described in Table 2.

Figure 1.1S3 Index

All Schools IS3 Index Score = 20

10 15 20 25 0 35

m At/Below 16  m 17 through 22 23 through 29 = At/Above 30

3
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What is the IS3 Index comprised of?

The 1S? Index is comprised of three domains, each of which measures part of a school’s overall conditions for
learning: Safety, Engagement and Environment. Within each domain, there are data elements. For example,
the Safety Domain includes three data elements: Physical Safety, Emotional Safety and Suspensions/Expulsions
for Fighting or Violent Behavior without Physical Injury. Each data element is assigned points from zero (0) to
three (3), where zero indicates intensive need and three indicates optimal conditions for learning. The sum of
the points for the data elements provides the total points for each domain; the sum across domains provides the
total points for the IS Index. Figure 3 illustrates the IS® Index, comprised of the 3 domains and 12 data

elements.

Domains
Definitions

Survey Construct
Data Elements

School Incident
Data Elements

IS® INDEX

An Indicator (or reflection) of the health of a
school’s optimal conditions for learning in the areas
of safety, engagement and environment.

Total Points Possible: 36

l

Y

SAFETY

Physical and social-emotional
safety of the students in the
educational system.
Total Points Possible: 9

ENGAGEMENT

ENVIRONMENT

Relationships, respect for
diversity and school
participation across the
educational system.
Total Points Possible: 18

Physical structure, resources
available and discipline
environment in the
educational system.
Total Points Possible: 9

Physical Safety

Diversity

Expectations

Emotional Safety

Student-Student

Physical Environment

Adult-Student

Graduation

S/E Violence or Fighting

Dropout

Suspension/Exp Total

Figure 2. 1S3 Index, Domains and Constructs.

Attendance
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Index Data Element Definitions

Table 3 below outlines the broad definition of the data elements across the three domains of Safety,
Engagement, and Environment.

Table 3. Broad Definition of Data Elements’

Data Element | Broad Definition
Safety Domain
0 Physical Safety The extent to which students are safe from physical harm while
q>>,‘ S on school property.
5“:, § Emotional Safety The extent to which students feel safe from verbal abuse,
S teasing, and exclusion.
Suspensions & Expulsions The percentage of 9-12" grade students who received at least
without Physical Injury one suspension or expulsion for fighting or violent behavior

School
Incident

without injury during a given school year.

Engagement Domain
8 Diversity Engagement The extent to which students and adults demonstrate respect
§ for each other’s differences (i.e. appearance, culture, gender,
‘é’ race, learning differences, sexual orientation, etc.).
S Adult-Student Engagement  The extent to which adults demonstrate care for students,
1) respect for students, and acknowledgement of students’ work
g Student-Student The extent to which students demonstrate care for, respect for,
n Engagement and collaboration with one another.
Graduation Rate The percentage of 12% grade students who graduate during a
e given school year.
4 § Dropout Rate The percentage of 9-12™ grade students who drop out of school
S S during a given school year.
- Attendance Rate— The percentage of school days that 9-12" grade students are
Grades 9to 12 present at school during a given school year.
Environment Domain
@ Expectations/Boundaries The extent to which clear rules are delineated and enforced.
q>>,' § Environment
; g Physical Environment The extent to which the school facilities are adequate, clean, and
o up to date.
Suspensions & Expulsions The percentage of 9-12" grade students who received at least

one suspension or expulsion during a given school year.

School
Incident

NOTE: The survey constructs are part of the IYS: Conditions for Learning Survey, and therefore also appear in Table 1.
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How are IS3 Index points allocated?

Point allocations per data element are awarded to schools based on set thresholds, which are outlined in the
Learning Supports Framework (Appendix E). The Learning Supports Framework is a research based framework
that delineates the necessary supports required for all children to be successful. Below is a graphic and
summary of the various levels of supports needed in order for all children to be successful. You will see these
levels (and percentages) reflected in the established Index thresholds in Table 5.

INTENSIVE: |n addition to the first three
levels, approximately 5% of students will
require intensive, individualized supports in
order to be successful in school.

TARGETED (supplemental): Along with the first
two levels, approximately 7.5% of students will
need targeted (proactive and supplemental,
possibly individualized) supports in order to be
successful in school.
TARGETED (proactive): In addition to universal
practices, approximately 7.5% of students will
need targeted (proactive) supports in order to be
successful in school
UNIVERSAL: In a healthy environment with
good teaching practices, 80% of students will
be successful school

Using this Learning Supports Framework, Index points for each data element are awarded as follows:
e 3 =data indicates a healthy school

e 2 =data indicates some targeted support needed
e 1 =data indicates intensive to targeted support needed
e (0 =data indicates intensive support is needed

EXAMPLE. In the construct suspensions/expulsions, no more than 5% of a school population should be
suspended or expelled throughout the year (see Appendix D: Definition List for calculation of
suspension/expulsion). If a school is suspending and/or expelling 20% or more of the school population,
the primary behavior management plan for that school is to suspend and/or expel students rather than
to provide targeted supports for students. Therefore thresholds were set at:

e Percent suspension/expulsion of less than 5% = 3

e Percent suspension/expulsion of 5%-12.49% = 2

e Percent suspension/expulsion of 12.5%-19.99% = 1

e Percent suspension/expulsion at 20% or more =0

Each construct and threshold criteria included in the index is provided in Table 5. IS® Index Thresholds.
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Data Element Thresholds and IS3 Index Point Allocations

Table 5. Final 1S3 Index

Index Survey Constructs Attendance & Dropout* S/E Violent-Fighting
Point(s)| (Weighted Mean) Graduation & S/E Total
3 =3.25 =95% =1.25% <5%
2 3.0-3.24 87.5-94.99% 1.26-1.5% 5 —-12.49%
2.75-2.99 80 —-87.49% 1.51-1.75% 12.5-19.99%
<2.75 <80% >1.75% =20%

*Dropout is determined using an annual calculation; multiplying the dropout annual percentage by 4 provides a 4-year
reflection of dropout rate (e.g., 1.25 x 4 = 5%) which is inversely related to lowa’s 4-year cohort graduation rate.

A Breakdown of Your School’s Index

e Table 6 gives you a breakdown of your school’s IS® Index points by domain and data element.

e In grey, you will see the number of index points your school received for each domain out of the
number of points possible for that domain. This is also represented as a percentage to allow you to
easily compare across domains.

Table 6: Index Breakdown by Domain and Data Element

Type of Data Data Element Score Index Points
Survey Physical Safety 3.78 3/3
Construct Emotional Safety 3.58 3/3
School Incident | Suspensions/Expulsions for Fighting or Violent 3.18% 3/3

Behavior without Physical Injury
Safety Total Index Points: 9/9 (100%)
gageme Doma

Type of Data Data Element Score Index Points
Survey Diversity 3.11 2/3
Construct Adult-Student Relationships 2.86 1/3

Student-Student Relationships 297 1/3
School Incident | Graduation 85.97% 1/3
Dropout 3.52% 0/3
Attendance 92.75% 2/3
Engagement Total Index Points: 7/18 (38.9%)
0 e Domd

Type of Data Data Element Score Index Points
Survey Expectations/Boundaries 3.10 2/3
Construct Physical Environment 2.78 1/3
School Incident | Suspensions/Expulsions Total 14.12% 1/3

Environment Total Index Points: 4/9 (44.4%)
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Response Rate and Demographics

In this section, you will find a snapshot of who responded to the survey across all populations.

Table 7a. Survey response Rate for All Schools

Group Population Size # Respondents % of Population Represented
Students 16546 10907 65.9

Parents 14820 2425 16.4

School

Personnel 2176 1686 77.5

Table 7b. Who completed the survey?

Student N = 10824 | School Personnel Parent N =
N =1663 2362

Gender
Male 52009 (48%) 593 (36%)
Female 5274 (49%) 1055 (63%)
Missing 341 (3%) 15 (1%)
Grade (Please note: Staff numbers may exceed 100% due to roles that support multiple grades.)
9th 3366 (31%) 1194 (72%) 760 (32%)
10th 2875 (27%) 1275 (77%) 647 (27%)
11th 2427 (22%) 1269 (76%) 553 (23%)
12th 1887 (17%) 1225 (74%) 523 (22%)
Ethnicity
American Indian/Alaskan Native 166 (2%) 5 (0%) 18 (1%)
Asian/Pacific Islander 291 (3%) 5 (0%) 26 (1%)
Black/African American 916 (8%) 46 (3%) 92 (4%)
Latino/Latina/Hispanic 1138 (11%) 40 (2%) 146 (6%)
White/Caucasian 7473 (69%) 1526 (92%) 2024 (86%)
Multiracial 594 (5%) 15 (1%) 28 (1%)
Not Listed Above 222 (2%) 10 (1%) 10 (0%)
Missing 24 (0%) 16 (1%) 18 (1%)
English as first language for Student
Yes 9648 (89%) 2238 (95%)
No 1124 (10%) 108 (5%)
Missing 52 (0%) 16 (1%)

Child Qualifies for Free/Reduced Lunch

Yes 631 (27%)
No 1720 (73%)
Missing 11 (0%)
Child Has an IEP

Yes 449 (19%)
No 1862 (79%)
Missing 51 (2%)
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Table 7c. Additional School Personnel Demographics.

School Personnel by Position

Teacher 1092 (66%)
Administrator 60 (4%)
Other Professional School personnel 153 (9%)
Paraprofessional 200 (12%)
Non-certified Support School

personnel 153 (9%)
Missing 5 (0%)
School Personnel By Department

English/Language Arts 155 (9%)
Mathematics 126 (8%)
Science 122 (7%)
Social Studies 100 (6%)
Foreign Language 60 (4%)
Music/Arts/Theatre 81 (5%)
Physical Education 56 (3%)

Special Education

342 (21%)

Other 429 (26%)
Not Applicable 167 (10%)
Missing 25 (2%)
How many years have you been working in this position?
1* year 142 (9%)
2-5 years 375 (23%)
6-10 years 347 (21%)
11-20 years 461 (28%)
20+ years 329 (20%)
Missing 9 (1%)

How many years have you been working
this position?

at this school in

1% year 235 (14%)
2-5 years 565 (34%)
6-10 years 369 (22%)
11-20 years 336 (20%)
20+ years 153 (9%)
Missing 5 (0%)

* Please note: Graphical representation of data is shown in Appendix F: Student, School Personnel, and Parent

Demographic Profiles.
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Index Results

We have organized the rest of this document in a way that allows you to first deconstruct the Index to
determine the areas that require the most focus in order to improve your school’s overall conditions for
learning. The latter part of this report will examine all additional constructs that are part of the IYS: Conditions
for Learning survey, but are not included in Index calculations. The true benefit of the data within this report is
the degree to which the information becomes a catalyst for discussion, deeper inquiry, and action.

Index Overview by Survey Construct

e The following graph depicts your survey construct Index data, as rated by the student population (the
only population included in Index calculations).

e The number on top of the bar is the weighted mean your school received on that construct.
o Your weighted mean on each survey construct is an overall mean of the items within each
construct (student items can be found in Appendix A).
o Remember, a score of 4 is optimal.

e The color of the bar indicates the number of Index points your school received (green = 3 Index points,
yellow = 2 Index points, orange = 1 Index point, and red = 0 Index points).
o This color also gives you a general indication of the health of your school on this construct,
green being the healthiest or optimal, and red being the unhealthiest or furthest from optimal.

STUDENT Index Results: Survey Constructs
4.00
3.00 310
2.00
1.00
Physical Emotional Diversity Adult-Student  Student-Student| Expectations Physical
Safety Engagement Environment
m At/Below 2.74 ® Btwn 2.75 and 2.99 Btwn 3.00 and 3.24 = At/Above 3.25
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Index Overview by School Incident Data Element

e The following graphs depict your data on each of the school incident data elements.
e Your school’s actual percentage is written above the arrow on the graph.
e The location of the arrow on the color-coded graph indicates the number of Index points your school

received on each school incident data element (green = 3 Index points, yellow = 2 Index points, orange =
1 Index point, and red = 0 Index points).

o This color also gives you a general indication of the health of your school on this element, green
being the healthiest or optimal, and red being the unhealthiest or furthest from optimal.

S/E Violence or Fighting & S/E Total
- | | | |
:5_3 S/E Violence
3 or Fighting
c
o
S
S S/E Total
T T T I T T T
30% 25% 20% 15% 10% 5% 0%
m Below 5% 5.1-12.49% m12.5-19.99% m At/Above 20%
School Indicator: Attendance and Graduation Rate
I I I 2 I I I
g Graduation Rate % -
]
g | |
® ttend
S Attendance Rate 92'75%-|
I ) B [ |
70% 75% 80% 85% 90% 95% 100%
H Below 80% m Btwn 80% - 87.49% Btwn 87.5%-94.99% = At/Above 95%
Dropout Rate
=
Q
]
g Dropout Rate
)
C
w I T T T T T T T T T T
10% 9% 8% 7% 6% 5% 4% 3% 2% 1% 0%
= At/Below 1.25% 1.26-1.5% m1.51-1.75% m Above 1.75%
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Overview of Index Survey Constructs by Student Demographic Population

The following tables depict your school’s weighted mean on each survey construct by demographic
population, to allow you to see which particular populations might need the most supports. (Remember, a
score of 4 is optimal). The color of the box indicates the general health of this population on each construct,
green being the healthiest or optimal, and red being the unhealthiest or furthest from optimal.

The first table shows you the data for the entire population, as a baseline for comparison. The number in
the column titled “N” is the number of participants represented in each the demographic population.

Important to note: Some sub-group charts may be missing — this is not an error. To ensure anonymity, any
sub-groups with fewer than 10 people in a particular category will not be reflected in this section of the report.

B At/Below 2.74 BIBtwn 2.75 and 2.99  Btwn 3.00 and 3.24 | At/Above 3.25

Entire Population

N Physical | Emotional | Diversity Adult- Student- Expect- Physical
Safety Safety Student Student ations Enviro.
All Students
By Grade
N Physical | Emotional | Diversity Adult- Student- Expect- Physical
Safety Safety Student Student ations Enviro.
9" Grade 3366 : 3.01 3.16

10" Grade 2875

11" Grade 2427

12" Grade 1887

By Gender
N Physical | Emotional Student- Physical
Safety Safety Student Student ations Enviro.
Male 5209 . 3 3.11
Female 5274
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M At/Below 2.74 lBtwn 2.75 and 2.99

Btwn 3.00 and 3.24 | At/Above 3.25

By Ethnicity
N Physical | Emotional | Diversity Adult- Student- Expect- Physical
Safety Safety Student Student ations Enviro.
American
Indian/Alaska 166
n Native
Asian/Pacific 291
Islander
BIack/Afrlcan 916
American
Latm.o/Lat‘ma/ 1138
Hispanic
White/Caucasi 7473
an
Multiracial 594
Other 222
By IEP Status
N Physical | Emotional | Diversity Adult- Student- Expect- Physical
Safety Safety Student Student ations Enviro.
IEP Yes 1172 3.09 3.04 3.02 3.12
IEP No 9036

*Please note: No chart with fewer than 10 cases was produced as this can lead to potential identification of the sub-population.
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School Personnel Overview: Survey Constructs

e The following graph depicts your survey construct data for school personnel.
o Only those constructs that align with the Index are shown at this time, although they are not
included in Index calculations.
o Additional survey constructs will be examined later in this report.

e The number on top of the bar is the weighted mean score your school received on that construct.
(Remember, a score of 4 is optimal.)

e This color of the bar gives you a general indication of the health of your school on this construct,
green being the healthiest or optimal, and red being the unhealthiest or furthest from optimal.

SCHOOL PERSONNEL Results: Survey Constucts

4

3 — —

3.04 3.06 3.12 3
2 IEE— IEE—
1
Physical Emotional Diversity Adult-Student  Student-Student | Expectations Physical
Safety Engagement Environment
M At/Below 2.74 W Btwn 2.75 and 2.99 Btwn 3.00 and 3.24 = At/Above 3.25
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Overview of Survey Constructs by School Personnel Demographic Population

The following tables depict your school’s weighted mean on each survey construct by demographic
population, to allow you to see which particular populations might need the most supports. (Remember, a
score of 4 is optimal). The color of the box indicates the general health of this population on each construct,
green being the healthiest or optimal, and red being the unhealthiest or furthest from optimal.

The first table shows you the data for the entire population, as a baseline for comparison. The number in
the column titled “N” is the number of participants represented in each the demographic population.

Important to note: Some sub-group charts may be missing — this is not an error. To ensure anonymity, any
sub-groups with fewer than 10 people in a particular category will not be reflected in this section of the report.

B At/Below 2.74 liBtwn 2.75 and 2.99  Btwn 3.00 and 3.24 | At/Above 3.25

By Ethnicity

N Physical | Emotional | Diversity Adult- Student- Expect- Physical
Student Student ations Enviro.

Black/African
American
Latino/Latina/
Hispanic
White/Caucasi
an

Multiraciale

Other

By Position

N Physical | Emotional | Diversity Adult- Student- Expect- Physical
Safety Safety Student Student ations Enviro.

Teacher 1092 3.02 3.06 3.13

Administrator 60

Other
professional 153
staff
Paraprofessio
nal
Noncertified
support staff

200

153
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B At/Below 2.74 BIBtwn 2.75 and 2.99  Btwn 3.00 and 3.24 | At/Above 3.25

By Years at Position

N Physical | Emotional | Diversity Adult- Student- Expect- Physical
Safety Safety Student Student ations Enviro.
1st year 142 3.07 3.15 3.16

2 to 5 years 375 3 3.05 3.09
6 to 10 years 347 3.03 3.08
11to20vyears | 461 3.05 3.12
20+ years 329 3.07 3.16

*Please note: No chart with fewer than 10 cases was produced as this can lead to potential identification of the sub-population.
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Parent Overview: Survey Constructs

e The following graph depicts your survey construct data for parents.
o Only those constructs that align with the Index are shown at this time, although they are not
included in Index calculations.
o Additional survey constructs will be examined later in this report.

e The number on top of the bar is the weighted mean score your school received on that construct.
(Remember, a score of 4 is optimal.)

e This color of the bar gives you a general indication of the health of your school on this construct,
green being the healthiest or optimal, and red being the unhealthiest or furthest from optimal.

PARENT Results: Survey Constucts

3 — I
3.03 3.06 3.09
2 IEEE— I
1
Physical Emotional Diversity Adult-Student  Student-Student | Expectations Physical
Safety Engagement Environment

W At/Below 2.74  m Btwn 2.75 and 2.99 Btwn 3.00 and 3.24  m At/Above 3.25
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Overview of Survey Constructs by Parent Demographic Population

The following tables depict your school’s weighted mean on each survey construct by demographic
population, to allow you to see which particular populations might need the most supports. (Remember, a
score of 4 is optimal). The color of the box indicates the general health of this population on each construct,
green being the healthiest or optimal, and red being the unhealthiest or furthest from optimal.

The first table shows you the data for the entire population, as a baseline for comparison. The number in
the column titled “N” is the number of participants represented in each the demographic population.

Important to note: Some sub-group charts may be missing — this is not an error. To ensure anonymity, any
sub-groups with fewer than 10 people in a particular category will not be reflected in this section of the report.

B At/Below 2.74 BIBtwn 2.75 and 2.99  Btwn 3.00 and 3.24 | At/Above 3.25

By Ethnicity
N Physical | Emotional | Diversity Adult- Student- Physical
Student Student Enviro.
American
Indian/Alaska 18
n Native
Asian/Pacific 26
Islander
BIack/Afrlcan 92
American
Latm.o/Lat.ma/ 146
Hispanic
White/Caucasi 5024
an
Multiracial 28
Other 10
By Child’s Grade
N Physical | Emotional | Diversity Adult- Student- Expect- Physical
Safety Safety Student Student ations Enviro.
9" Grade 760 3.09 3.12
10" Grade 647 3.05 3.05
11" Grade 553 3.02 3.08
12" Grade 523 3.02 3.05
By IEP
| | N | Physical | Emotional | Diversity | Adult- | Student- | Expect- | Physical |
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Safety Safety Student Student ations Enviro.
IEP Yes 449 3.04 3.11
IEP No 1862 3.06 3.08

*Please note: No chart with fewer than 10 cases was produced as this can lead to potential identification of the sub-population.

Comparing Survey Construct Scores across Students, School Personnel, and Parents

The following graphs show a one page snapshot of the survey construct weighted means for each
population. Only Index survey constructs (students) and those survey constructs that align with the Index
(school personnel and parents) are shown at this time.

STUDENT SCHOOL PERSONNEL PARENT
Physical Safety H Physical Safety H Physical Safety H
Emotional | 358 Emotional 3.04 Emotional | 3.66
Diversity 3.11 Diversity 3.06 Diversity 3.03

Adult-Student

Student-
Student

Expectations

Physical Env.

3.10

i

[y
N
w
o

Adult-Student

Student-Student

Expectations

Physical Env.

3.12
R
3
1 2 3

Adult-Student

Student-Student

Expectations

Physical Env.

3.06

3.09

[EEY
N
w

M At/Below 2.74 i Btwn 2.75 and 2.99

Btwn 3.00 and 3.24 | At/Above 3.25
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Comparing Survey Construct Scores across Students, School Personnel, and Parents

e The following graphs show the rank order of the Index survey constructs for each population.

e In other words, for each population, the graphs show the Index survey construct weighted mean
scores from highest/most optimal (top) to lowest/furthest from optimal (bottom).

Mean Scale Scores - Rank Order

STUDENT

Physical Safety H

Diversity 3.11
Expectations 3.1

Student-
Student

297
Adult Student -

Physical Env.

SCHOOL PERSONNEL

Adult Student
3.12

Diversity 3.06

Emotional
Expectations

Student-
Student

3.04

3

294

Physical Env. -

Physical Safety

[Eny
N
w

PARENT

Emotional H
Physical Safety __
Physical Env. _ 3.09
Expectations _ 3.06
Diversity _ 3.03
Student- _
Student |

Adult Student F

[any
N
w

[l At/Below 2.74 [ Btwn 2.75 and 2.99

Btwn 3.00 and 3.24 | At/Above 3.25
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School Leadership and Professional Relationships

e Inthe school environment, the relationships among adults set the tone and model for students to
follow. When these relationships are trusting, caring, and collaborative, students are more likely to also
build relationships with such characteristics.

e The following bar graph gives you a general indication of the health of your school on the Leadership
and Professional Relationships survey constructs this year), green being the healthiest or optimal, and
red being the unhealthiest or furthest from optimal.

Leadership and Professional Relationship
4
3
3.07
2
1
Leadership Professional Relationship
W At/Below 2.74  mBtwn 2.75 and 2.99 Btwn 3.00 and 3.24  m At/Above 3.25
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Parent-School Connection

e Research shows that the relationship between parents/guardians and schools plays a crucial role in a
child’s education. When the relationship between parents/guardians and schools is a true partnership,
student achievement increases.

e The following bar graph gives you a general indication of the health of your school on the Parent-School
Connection survey construct this year, green being the healthiest or optimal, and red being the
unhealthiest or furthest from optimal.

Parent School Connection
4
3
2
1
m At/Below 2.74  mBtwn 2.75 and 2.99 Btwn 3.00 and 3.24  m At/Above 3.25
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Overview of Additional Student Survey Constructs

e The IYS: Conditions for Learning Survey asks questions about additional survey constructs that are
not included in the IS’ Index.

e The graphs below give you a breakdown of each of these additional constructs for students.
o The number on top of the bar is the weighted mean score your school received from
students on that construct.
o The color of the bar indicates the general health of this population on this survey
construct, green being the healthiest or optimal, and red being the unhealthiest or
furthest from optimal.

STUDENT Results: Additional Survey Constructs

4
3
| ttl l
1
Perceived Peer Emo. Support for Learning Social & Civic Learning Adult Support Values Commitment to
Safety School

B At/Below 2.74  mWBtwn 2.75 and 2.99 Btwn 3.00 and 3.24 1 At/Above 3.25
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Overview of Additional Survey Constructs by Student Demographic Population

The following tables depict your school’s weighted mean on each survey construct by demographic
population, to allow you to see which particular populations might need the most supports. (Remember, a
score of 4 is optimal). The color of the box indicates the general health of this population on each construct,
green being the healthiest or optimal, and red being the unhealthiest or furthest from optimal.

The first table shows you the data for the entire population, as a baseline for comparison. The number in
the column titled “N” is the number of participants represented in each the demographic population.

Important to note: Some sub-group charts may be missing — this is not an error. To ensure anonymity, any
sub-groups with fewer than 10 people in a particular category will not be reflected in this section of the report.

B At/Below 2.74 BIBtwn 2.75 and 2.99  Btwn 3.00 and 3.24 | At/Above 3.25

By Grade

N Perceived Supports Social & Adult Values Commit-
Peer Emo. | for Learning Civic Support ment to
Safety Learning School

9" Grade 3366

10" Grade 2875

11" Grade 2427

12" Grade 1887

By Gender
N Perceived Supports Social & Adult Values Commit-
Peer Emo. | for Learning Civic Support ment to
Safety Learning School
Male 5209 3.24
Female 5274
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B At/Below 2.74 JIBtwn 2.75 and 2.99  Btwn 3.00 and 3.24 | At/Above 3.25

By Ethnicity
N Perceived Supports Social & Adult Commit-
Peer Emo. | for Learning Civic Support ment to
Safety Learning School
American
Indian/Alaska 166
n Native
Asian/Pacific 291
Islander
BIack/Afrlcan 916
American
Latm.o/Lat‘ma/ 1138
Hispanic
White/Caucasi 7473
an
Multiracial 594
Other 222
By IEP Status
N Perceived Supports Social & Adult Values Commit-
Peer Emo. | for Learning Civic Support ment to
Safety Learning School
IEP Yes 1172
IEP No 9036

*Please note: No chart with fewer than 10 cases was produced as this can lead to potential identification of the sub-population.

Report: lowa Safe and Supportive Schools Index



PAGE 31

Overview of Additional School Personnel Survey Constructs

e The graphs below give you a breakdown of the additional constructs for school personnel.
o The number on top of the bar is the weighted mean score your school received from
school personnel on that construct.
o The color of the bar indicates the general health of this population on this survey
construct, green being the healthiest or optimal, and red being the unhealthiest or
furthest from optimal.

SCHOOL PERSONNEL Results: Additional Survey

Constructs
4
3
3.01
2
1
Perceived Peer Emo. Safety Support for Learning Social & Civic Learning Adult Support

B At/Below 2.74 MW Btwn 2.75 and 2.99 Btwn 3.00 and 3.24 1 At/Above 3.25
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Overview of Additional Index Survey Constructs by School Personnel
Demographic Population

The following tables depict your school’s weighted mean on each survey construct by demographic
population, to allow you to see which particular populations might need the most supports. (Remember, a
score of 4 is optimal). The color of the box indicates the general health of this population on each construct,
green being the healthiest or optimal, and red being the unhealthiest or furthest from optimal.

The first table shows you the data for the entire population, as a baseline for comparison. The number in
the column titled “N” is the number of participants represented in each the demographic population.

Important to note: Some sub-group charts may be missing — this is not an error. To ensure anonymity, any
sub-groups with fewer than 10 people in a particular category will not be reflected in this section of the report.

B At/Below 2.74 BIBtwn 2.75 and 2.99  Btwn 3.00 and 3.24 | At/Above 3.25

By Ethnicity
N Perceived Supports Social & Adult Leadership Professional
Peer Emo. | for Learning Civic Support Relationships
Safety Learning
B -
Iack/Afrlcan 46
American
Lati -
atm.o/Lat'lna/ 40
Hispanic
Whlteéiaucay 1526

Multiraciale 15

Other 10

By Position

Adult
Support

Perceived Supports Social &
Peer Emo. | for Learning Civic
Safety Learning

Professional
Relationships

Leadership

Teacher 1092 3.07

Administrator 60

Other
professional 153
staff
Paraprofessio
nal
Noncertified
support staff

200

153
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B At/Below 2.74 JIBtwn 2.75 and 2.99  Btwn 3.00 and 3.24 | At/Above 3.25

By Years at Position

N Perceived Supports Social & Adult Leadership Professional
Peer Emo. | for Learning Civic Support Relationships
Safety Learning

1st year 142 3.16
2 to 5 years 375 3.05
6 to 10 years 347 3.05
11to20vyears | 461 3.07
20+ years 329 3.09

*Please note: No chart with fewer than 10 cases was produced as this can lead to potential identification of the sub-population.
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Overview of Additional Parent Survey Constructs

e The graphs below give you a breakdown of the additional constructs for parents.
o The number on top of the bar is the weighted mean score your school received from
parents on that construct
o The color of the bar indicates the general health of this population on this survey
construct, green being the healthiest or optimal, and red being the unhealthiest or
furthest from optimal.

PARENT Results: Additional Survey Constructs
4
3
1
Perceived Peer Emo. Safety Support for Learning Social & Civic Learning Adult Support
W At/Below 2.74  mBtwn 2.75 and 2.99 Btwn 3.00 and 3.24  m At/Above 3.25
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Overview of Additional Survey Constructs by Parent Demographic Population

The following tables depict your school’s weighted mean on each survey construct by demographic
population, to allow you to see which particular populations might need the most supports. (Remember, a
score of 4 is optimal). The color of the box indicates the general health of this population on each construct,
green being the healthiest or optimal, and red being the unhealthiest or furthest from optimal.

The first table shows you the data for the entire population, as a baseline for comparison. The number in
the column titled “N” is the number of participants represented in each the demographic population.

Important to note: Some sub-group charts may be missing — this is not an error. To ensure anonymity, any
sub-groups with fewer than 10 people in a particular category will not be reflected in this section of the report.

B At/Below 2.74 Btwn 2.75 and 2.99  Btwn 3.00 and 3.24 .At/Above 3.25

By Ethnicity
N Perceived Supports Social & Adult Parent-
Peer Emo. | for Learning Civic Support School
Safety Learning Connection
American
Indian/Alaska 18
n Native
Asian/Pacific 26
Islander
BIack/Afrlcan 92
American
Latm.o/Lat.lna/ 146
Hispanic
White/Caucasi 5024
an
Multiracial 28
Other 10
By Child’s Grade
N Perceived Supports Social & Adult Parent-
Peer Emo. | for Learning Civic Support School
Safety Learning Connection
9" Grade 760
10" Grade 647
11" Grade 553
12" Grade 523
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By IEP
N Perceived Supports Social & Adult Parent-
Peer Emo. | for Learning Civic Support School
Safety Learning Connection
IEP Yes 449
IEP No 1862

*Please note: No chart with fewer than 10 cases was produced as this can lead to potential identification of the sub-population.

Comparing Additional Survey Construct Scores across Populations

e Four of the additional constructs are consistent across students, parents, and school personnel.
e The following graphs show a one page snapshot of these constructs and the weighted means for
each population.

STUDENT SCHOOL PERSONNEL PARENT
Perceived Peer i Perceived Peer Perceived Peer H
Emo. Safety Emo. Safety Emo. Safety
Support for - Support for S Support for -
Learning Learning ’ Learning
Social & Civic - Social & Civic - Social & Civic -
Learning Learning Learning
Adult Support H Adult Support Adult Support H
1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4

M At/Below 2.74 B Btwn 2.75and 2.99  Btwn 3.00 and 3.24 | At/Above 3.25
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Comparing Additional Survey Construct Scores across Populations

e The following graphs show the rank order of the additional survey constructs for each
population.

e |In other words, for each population, the graphs show the additional survey construct
weighted means from highest/most optimal (top) to lowest/furthest from optimal

(bottom).

Mean Scale Scores - Rank Order

STUDENT SCHOOL PERSONNEL PARENT
Supports for i Adult Support Supports for u
Learning Learning
Social & Civic - Supports for 301 Social & Civic -
Learning Learning ’ Learning
Perceived Peer - Social & Civic Adult Support -
Emotionality Learning
Adult Support - Perceived Peer - Perceived Peer -
Emotionality Emotionality
1 2 3 1 2 3 1 2 3

M At/Below 2.74 Il Btwn 2.75 and 2.99
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Appendix A: Student item by item analyses

The following tables provide information on all of the items that students responded to. They are grouped by
survey construct. Listed first are the seven Index survey constructs, followed by the additional student survey
constructs.

In the tables you will find: the particular questions that comprise each of the constructs, the mean score for
each item, the percent of the population that responded to each scale option, and finally the number of
respondents who answered the item and chose each response option.

e Because year 1 was a process of melding two surveys into one, some agree/disagree items had a
“neutral” response option. This response option was not calculated into the scores in year 1, and
was omitted from the survey in year 2.

\ Physical Safety Ratings Response Given (%) \

Survey Iltem Mean None 1-2 3-5 6 or
(N) (n) Times | Times More
(n) (n) Times
(n)
Carried a gun, knife, club, or other weapon to 3.87 93.5 3.0 0.9 2.6
school. (10768) | (10069) | (328) (94) (277)
Had your things (clothing, books, bike, car) stolen 3.60 69.2 24.3 4.0 2.5
or deliberately damaged on school property. (10789) | (7465) | (2621) (428) (275)
Been disciplined at school for fighting, theft, or 3.82 87.1 9.3 1.8 1.8
damaging property. (10798) | (9402) | (1008) (189) (199)
Been threatened or injured by someone with a 3.86 90.8 5.9 1.4 1.9
weapon (like a gun, knife, or club) on school (10763) | (9776) (637) (146) (204)
property.
Damaged property just for fun (like breaking 3.85 90.8 5.6 1.5 2.1
windows, scratching a car, etc.). (10785) | (9795) (606) (157) (227)
Beaten up on or fought someone because they 3.79 85.7 9.8 2.1 2.4
made you angry. (10742) | (9205) | (1051) (223) (263)
Used a weapon, force, or threats to get money or 3.94 96.8 14 0.5 1.3
things from someone. (10754) | (10408) | (146) (55) (145)
Verbally threatened to physically harm someone. 3.63 77.6 13.5 3.5 5.5
(10750) | (8344) (1448) (371) (587)
Stolen something. 3.79 86.7 8.3 2.0 3.0
(10759) | (9329) (894) (212) (324)
Mean | 0days 1-2 3-5 6-9days | 10-19 | 20-29 30
(N) days days days days | days
In the past 30 days, on how many days have you 3.68 73.2 11.6 6.0 3.6 2.1 0.8 2.7
had at least one drink of alcohol (glass bottle or (9547) | (6986) | (1105) (575) (340) (202) (77) (262)
can of beer; glass of wine, liquor or mixed drink)
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\ Emotional Safety Ratings Response Given (%)

Survey Iltem Mean 0 Times 1Time 2 3-5 Times 6-10 11+
(N) (n) (n) Times (n) Times | Times

(n) (n) (n)

I was called names, made fun of, or teased in a 3.38 66.4 10.7 6.9 6.3 23 7.3
hurtful way. (10792) (7164) (1160) (747) (683) (245) (793)

3.58 75.1 9.6 5.5 4.4 1.6 3.8

Other students left me out of things on purpose,
excluded me from their group of friends, or
completely ignored me.

(10770) |  (8091) (1035) | (593) (476) (168) | (407)

I was hit, kicked, pushed, shoved around, or locked 3.78 87.3 4.6 2.9 2.0 0.7 2.5
indoors (10748) (9381) (495) (311) (212) (77) (272)
3.44 67.4 12.1 7.0 5.7 2.1 5.8

Other students told lies, spread false rumors about (10763) (7257) (1298) (752) (612) (223) (621)

me, and tried to make others dislike me.

3.78 88.3 3.8 2.2 1.5 0.8 34
| was made fun of because of my race or color. (10757) (9498) (413) (233) (157) (87) (369)

3.85 91.9 31 1.7 0.9 0.5 2.0
| was made fun of because of my religion. (10725) (9851) (329) (182) (97) (51) (215)
Other students made sexual jokes, comments or 3.70 83.3 5.6 3.6 2.5 1.4 3.6
gestures that hurt my feelings. (10752) (8952) (600) (388) (274) (147) (391)
| have received a threatening or hurtful message 3.79 88.2 4.2 2.5 1.8 0.8 2.5
from another student in an e-mail, on a website, on (10714) (9453) (451) (270) (191) (84) (265)

a cell phone, from pager text messaging, in an
internal chat room or in instant messaging.

Mean Strongly | Disagree | Agree | Strongly

(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree

(n) (n)

| feel safe at school. 2.97 7.9 14.7 50.0 27.3
(10739) (851) (1584) (5367) (2937)
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Diversity Engagement

Ratings Response Given (%)

Survey Item Mean Strongly Disagree | Agree Strongly
(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree
(n) (n)
| am accepting of those different than myself (racially, culturally, 3.44 3.0 4.7 38.1 54.3
socio-economically). (10766) (325) (501) (4098) (5842)
It is wrong to discriminate against someone because of her/his 3.52 3.6 4.3 29.0 63.2
race, appearance, culture, religion, etc. (10778) (384) (461) (3123) (6810)
Students in this school respect each other's differences (for 2.65 11.7 27.7 44.2 16.4
example, gender, race, culture, etc.). (10780) (1259) (2987) (4762) (1772)
Students in this school respect differences in adults (for example, 2.80 9.8 23.0 45.2 22.0
gender, race, culture, etc.). (10699) (1044) (2462) | (4834) (2359)
Adults in this school respect differences in students (for example, 3.09 6.3 12.5 47.6 33.6
gender, race, culture, etc.). (10778) (674) (1350) | (5129) (3625)
Adults in this school respect each other's differences (for example 3.15 5.7 10.1 47.9 36.3
gender, race, culture, etc.). (10757) (618) (1087) | (5148) (3904)
Adult-Student Engagement Ratings Response Given (%)
Survey Iltem Mean Strongly Disagree | Agree Strongly
(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree
(n) (n)
My teachers care about me. 2.83 9.3 18.3 52.4 20.0
(10733) (995) (1966) | (5627) (2145)
My teachers are available to talk with students one-on-one. 3.02 4.9 13.8 55.9 25.5
(10777) (527) (1488) (6019) (2743)
My teachers notice when | am doing a good job and let me know 2.79 10.0 22.9 45.2 21.9
about it. (10708) (1069) (2452) | (4839) (2348)
My school lets a parent/guardian know if | am doing a good job. 2.49 19.3 30.8 32.0 18.0
(10764) (2075) (3315) | (3440) (1934)
There is at least one adult at school that | could go to for help 3.19 6.5 9.6 42.6 41.4
with a problem. (10764) (696) (1030) | (4582) (4456)
Adults who work in my school treat students with respect. 2.85 9.2 19.1 49.4 22.3
(10765) (992) (2057) (5319) (2397)
*Students treat adults who work in this school with respect. 2.61 14.2 28.4 40.1 17.3
(10682) (1515) (3036) (4281) (1850)
Student-Student Engagement \ Ratings Response Given (%
Survey Iltem Mean Strongly Disagree | Agree Strongly
(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree
(n) (n)
Students in my school treat each other with respect. 2.51 16.5 31.1 37.2 15.2
(10743) (1771) (3342) (3995) (1635)
Students have friends at school they can turn to if they have 3.27 2.6 5.1 55.1 37.1
questions about homework. (10797) (286) (551) (5949) (4011)
Students have friends at school they can trust and talk to if they 3.16 3.9 8.8 54.5 32.8
have problems. (10707) (416) (945) (5833) (3513)
Students generally work well with each other even if they're not in 2.77 8.1 24.8 49.6 17.5
the same group of friends. (10748) (868) (2668) | (5331) (1881)
Students have friends at school to eat lunch with. 3.18 3.9 7.9 54.9 33.3
(10741) (416) (852) | (5899) (3574)
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Students try to make new students feel welcome in the school.

2.93
(10709)

6.6
(708)

18.9
(2020)

49.8
(5336)

24.7
(2645)

*This item was added to the 2012 survey based on focus group feedback. It is not included in the Index, but is represented in this table
because it ascertains additional information about adult-student relationships.

Expectations/Boundaries Environment

Ratings Response Given (%

Survey Iltem Mean Strongly Disagree | Agree Strongly
(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree
(n) (n)
3.04 54 15.5 48.6 30.5
There are clear rules about what students can and cannot do. (10750) (577) (1665) (5226) (3282)
2.93 8.1 17.3 48.2 26.3
The school principal and teachers consistently enforce school rules. (10744) (872) (1861) | (5182) (2829)
If | skipped school at least one of my parents/guardians would be 3.19 5.7 10.2 43.6 40.5
notified. (10748) (611) (1097) (4686) (4354)
Students caught drinking, smoking, or using an illegal drug are not 3.13 7.1 12.2 41.9 38.9
allowed to participate in any extracurricular activity for some time (10775) (760) (1310) | (4518) (4187)
period.
If 1 got in trouble at school for breaking a rule, at least one of my 3.08 6.0 124 48.9 32.8
parents/guardians would support the school’s disciplinary action. (10748) (644) (1330) | (5252) (3522)
My school lets a parent/guardian know if I’ve done something wrong. 3.23 3.8 9.0 47.3 40.0
(10762) (405) (965) (5088) (4304)

Physical Environment

Ratings Response Given (%

Survey ltem Mean Strongly Disagree | Agree Strongly
(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree
(n) (n)
My school building is kept clean. 2.61 14.9 25.2 44.0 15.9
(10749) (1603) (2707) (4729) (1710)
My school has up-to-date computers and other electronic 2.90 10.7 16.1 45.9 27.3
equipment available to students. (10736) (1147) (1729) | (4932) (2928)
My school is physically attractive (well designed, nicely decorated, 2.59 15.0 25.8 44.4 14.8
etc.). (10802) (1620) (2787) (4801) (1594)
We have space and facilities for extra-curricular activities at my 3.07 6.4 12.2 49.1 32.2
school. (10745) (692) (1309) | (5281) (3463)
My school building is kept in good condition. 2.72 11.2 22.2 49.8 16.8
(10713) (1195) (2378) | (5340) (1800)
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Additional Survey Constructs-Item by Item Analyses

Perceived Peer Emotional Safety Ratings Response Given (%)

Survey ltem Mean Strongly Disagree | Agree Strongly
(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree
(n) (n)
Table Students in my school act in a way that is sensitive to the 2.50 15.9 33.0 36.9 14.3
feelings of other students. (10736) (1707) (3539) | (3958) (1532)
Students at my school will try to stop students from insulting or 2.53 15.0 33.2 35.5 16.3
making fun of other students. (10698) (1610) (3549) | (3797) (1742)
Very few students insult or make fun of other students. 2.27 27.5 314 27.9 13.2
(10735) (2948) (3371) | (2995) (1421)
Students in my school try to treat other students the way they'd 2.53 15.5 31.7 36.8 16.0
want to be treated. (10723) (1660) (3403) | (3941) (1719)
Values \ Ratings Response Given (%)
Survey ltem Mean Strongly Disagree | Agree Strongly
(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree
(n) (n)
Even if it is dangerous, | like to do exciting thing. 3.04 6.0 18.5 41.4 34.2
(10754) (647) (1985) | (4449) (3673)
It is important to help other people. 3.48 2.4 3.2 38.8 55.6
(10784) (258) (344) (4184) (5998)
| care about other people’s feelings. 3.25 4.2 8.2 46.0 41.6
(10724) (454) (883) | (4931) (4456)
| feel sorry for people who have things stolen or damaged. 3.19 5.5 9.9 44.6 40.1
(10756) (591) (1064) | (4793) (4308)
Violence is the worst way to solve problems. 3.02 7.8 18.2 38.0 36.0
(10780) (839) (1960) | (4097) (3884)
It is important to tell the truth. 3.39 3.7 5.4 39.4 51.5
(10705) (394) (579) | (4219) |  (5513)
| can say “no” when someone wants me to do things | know are 3.42 3.6 5.2 37.0 54.3
wrong or dangerous. (10786) (389) (556) (3987) (5854)
| believe working hard now will make my life successful in the 3.52 2.5 4.2 32.6 60.7
future. (10733) (269) (446) (3504) (6514)
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Supports for Learning Ratings Response Given (%

Survey Iltem Mean Strongly Disagree | Agree Strongly
(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree
(n) (n)
My teachers encourage me to try out new ideas (think independently) 2.86 7.6 22.4 46.5 23.5
(10761) (816) (2408) | (5005) (2532)
If | am feeling confused about something in class, | feel comfortable 3.05 6.3 16.4 43.3 34.0
saying so. (10737) (680) (1760) | (4645) (3652)
Teachers give me an opportunity to show them what | know and cando| 3.06 5.7 12.3 52.9 29.1
in a variety of ways (for example, papers, presentations, projects, (10746) (608) (1318) (5688) (3132)
tests).
In school, | feel challenged to do more than | thought | could. 2.81 8.9 23.1 45.8 22.3
(10732) (952) (2475) | (4917) (2388)
My teachers give me useful feedback on my work. 2.92 5.3 18.5 55.0 21.2
(10786) (572) (2000) | (5927) (2287)
My teachers encourage us to see mistakes as a natural part of the 2.90 7.8 18.3 50.2 23.8
learning process. (10715) (835) (1956) | (5375) (2549)
My teachers show me how to learn from my mistakes. 2.88 6.9 21.5 47.8 23.8
(10721) (738) (2309) | (5123) (2551)
My teachers help me figure out how I learn best. 2.75 8.1 27.4 45.6 19.0
(10757) (867) (2946) | (4905) (2039)
My teachers give me individual attention on schoolwork. 2.74 9.9 24.7 47.0 18.3
(10718) (1065) (2648) | (5041) (1964)

Social & Civic Learning

Survey Iltem Mean Strongly Disagree | Agree Strongly
(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree
(n) (n)
In my school, we talk about ways to help us control our emotions 2.37 18.9 39.1 28.0 13.9
(10740) (2031) (4203) (3010) (1496)
In my school, we have learned ways to resolve disagreements so that 2.55 13.5 33.5 37.2 15.8
everyone can be satisfied with the outcome. (10746) (1454) (3599) | (3999) (1694)
In my school, we talk about the way our actions will affect others. 2.58 11.0 34.0 40.8 14.2
(10703) (1174) (3642) | (4366) (1521)
In my school, we discuss issues that help me think about how to be a 2.73 10.2 27.5 41.6 20.8
good person. (10731) (1092) (2946) | (4466) (2227)
In my school, we discuss issues that help me think about what is right 2.72 10.3 26.6 44.4 18.7
and wrong. (10703) (1100) (2848) (4753) (2002)
In my school, we have learned skills that help us plan our time so that 2.90 7.6 20.3 46.1 25.9
we can get our work done and still do other things we enjoy. (10752) (820) (2181) | (4962) (2789)
In my school, we talk about the importance of understanding our 2.44 19.0 33.6 31.7 15.7
feelings and the feelings of others. (10747) (2047) (3608) | (3403) (1689)
In my school, we work on listening to others so that we really 2.65 12.8 28.0 40.9 18.3
understand what they are trying to say. (10678) (1363) (2989) | (4370) (1956)
| feel that | am better at working with other people because of what | 2.88 7.8 21.1 46.2 24.9
learned in my school. (10739) (836) (2269) | (4965) (2669)
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Commitment to School/Learning \ Ratings Response Given (%)
Survey ltem Mean Strongly Disagree Disagree Agree Strongly Agree
(N) (n) (n) (n) (n)
| care about my school. 2.89 10.5 16.3 46.7 26.6
(10735) (1122) (1750) (5012) (2851)
I try to do my best in school. 3.32 2.9 8.0 42.8 46.3
(10739) (312) (862) (4592) (4973)
I plan to finish high school. 3.82 1.9 1.1 10.4 86.6
(10752) (204) (118) (1114) (9316)
I do the homework that is assigned. 3.17 4.0 10.2 51.0 34.8
(10759) (426) (1096) (5491) (3746)
Adult Support Ratings Response Given (%)
Survey Iltem Mean Almost | Onceina | Sometimes Often Almost
(N) never while (n) (n) always
(n) (n) (n)
When students physically hurt each other (for example, 2.59 14.7 17.8 18.8 24.0 24.7
pushing, slapping, or punching), how often do the teachers (10800) (1585) (1922) (2032) (2595) (2666)
or other adults at school put a stop to it?
When students insult, tease, harass, or otherwise verbally 2.19 22.6 22.6 24.6 18.8 11.4
abuse other students, how often do the teachers or other (10785) (2436) (2442) (2649) (2030) (1228)

adults at school put a stop to it?

When a student is being bullied at school, how often do the 2.28 21.6 20.7 22.8 19.7 15.1
teachers or other adults at school try to put a stop to it? (10717) (2315) (2223) (2446) (2112) (1622)
*Bullying/Harassment Report Forms Ratings Response Given (%)
Survey ltems Weighted 0 1 2 3-5 6-10 11+
Mean Times | Time | Times | Times | Times | Times
(N) (n) (n) (n) (n) (n) (n)

In the current school year, how many times have you filled

. . 3.75 84.3 6.9 3.8 2.3 0.4 2.3
;J:: :::otot:;ned in a Bullying/Harassment Report Form to (10333) (8715) | (710) | (397) (233) (43) (235)

. ___________________________________________________________________________|
When you turned in a Bullying/Harassment Report Form to
the school, how many times did you receive a 3.88 92.2 4.1 1.3 0.8 0.3 1.3
communication back from the school letting you know that (9208) (8491) | (377) | (124) (71) (25) (120)
the report was received and followed up on?
*As these items do not form a survey construct, they are represented individually in this report.
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Individual Survey Questions for Students

> Students completed five additional survey items represented in the table below.
«+» Although these items do not form a construct, they contribute to the overall conditions for
learning, and are therefore important to examine.

Additional Student Items Ratings Response Given '

Survey ltem No Yes
% (n) % (n)
During the past 12 months, did you ever feel so sad or
. 75.2 24.8
hopeless almost every day for 2 weeks or more in a row
. - (8102) (2679)
that you stopped doing some usual activities?
During the past 12 months, did you ever seriously 87.7 12.3
consider attempting suicide? (9451) (1329)
During the past 12 months, did you make a plan about 90.4 9.6
how you would attempt suicide? (9725) (1032)
0 Times 1 Time 2.or 3 4'or > 6 OT More
% (n) % (n) Times Times Times
% (n) % (n) % (n)
During the past 12 months, how many times did you 93.2 3.1 1.8 0.4 1.6
actually attempt suicide? (9954) (326) (192) (39) (167)
atempt | Mo Yes
Suicide % (n) el e
If you attempted suicide during the past 12 months, did 793 31 176
any attempt result in an injury, poisoning, or overdose ) : :
that had to be treated by a doctor or nurse? (8216) (324) (1821)
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Appendix B: School personnel item by item analyses

The following tables provide information on all of the items that school personnel responded to. They are
grouped by survey construct. Listed first are the seven constructs that align with the Index survey constructs,
followed by the additional school personnel survey constructs.

In the tables you will find: the particular questions that comprise each of the constructs, the mean score for
each item, the percent of the population that responded to each scale option, and finally the number of
respondents who answered the item and chose each response option.

e Because year 1 was a process of melding two surveys into one, some agree/disagree items had a
“neutral” response option. This response option was not calculated into the scores in year 1, and
was omitted from the survey in year 2.

\ Physical Safety Ratings Response Given (%)
Survey Iltem Mean | None 1-2 3-5 6 or More

(N) (n) Times Times Times

(n) (n) (n)

Carried a gun, knife, club, or other weapon to school. 3.47 58.1 32.4 7.6 1.9
(1642) | (954) (532) (125) (31)

Damaged personal or school property grounds (for example, breaking 2.72 25.0 37.6 21.5 15.9
windows, scratching a car, etc.). (1658) | (414) (624) (356) (264)
Beat up or fought someone. 2.20 12.3 27.2 28.1 323
(1649) | (203) | (449) (464) (533)

Used a weapon, force, or threats to get money or things from other at 3.73 80.4 14.0 3.4 2.1
school. (1647) | (1325) | (231) (56) (35)
Verbally threatened to physically harm others at school. 2.38 18.9 29.1 23.3 28.7
(1654) | (313) | (482) (385) (474)

Stole personal or school property on school grounds (for example, 2.50 19.3 33.0 26.5 21.2
books, clothing, cars). (1654) | (319) (545) (439) (351)
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\ Emotional Safety Ratings Response Given (%) \

Survey Iltem Mean 0 Times 1 Time 2 3-5 Times 6-10 11+
(N) (n) (n) Times (n) Times | Times

(n) (n) (n)

Called names, made fun of, or teased in a hurtful 2.32 15.0 14.2 16.8 25.6 15.4 131
way. (1653) (248) (234) (277) (423) (255) | (216)

2.86 35.6 15.0 17.4 19.4 6.3 6.2
(1651) (588) (248) (288) (321) (104) (102)

Left out of things on purpose, excluded from groups
of friends, or completely ignored by other students.

Hit, kicked, pushed, shoved around, or locked 3.07 45.2 15.2 16.0 13.8 5.8 3.9
indoors. (1647) (745) (250) (264) (228) (96) (64)
Told lies, spread false rumors, and tried to make 2.70 28.3 16.7 17.9 20.5 9.0 7.5
others dislike particular students . (1657) (469) (277) (297) (340) (149) (125)
Made fun of because of their race or color. 3.45 66.3 11.8 9.9 6.6 3.3 2.2
(1648) | (1092) (194) (163) (108) (55) (36)
Made fun of because of their religion. 3.79 86.1 6.4 3.7 2.3 0.8 0.6
(1648) (1419) (106) (61) (38) (14) (10)
Made sexual jokes, comments, or gestures that hurt 3.04 43.7 16.5 16.1 12.5 6.2 5.0
other students’ feelings. (1655) (723) (273) (267) (207) (102) (83)
Received threatening or hurtful messages from other 3.07 45.6 16.6 13.9 14.0 4.7 5.1
student(s) in an email, on a website, on a cell phone, (1643) (750) (273) (229) (230) (78) (83)

from pager text messaging, instant messaging or in
any electronic manner.

Mean Strongly | Disagree | Agree | Strongly

(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree

(n) (n)

Students feel safe at school. 3.03 1.2 10.0 73.4 15.5
(1648) (19) (165) | (1209) (255)
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Diversity Engagement Ratings Response Given (%)
Survey Iltem Mean Strongly Disagree | Agree Strongly
(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree
(n) (n)
Students in this school respect each other’s differences (for 2.78 3.7 24.0 62.3 9.9
example, gender, race, culture, etc.). (1651) (61) (397) (1029) (164)
Students in this school respect differences in adults (for 2.88 3.1 19.5 64.2 13.3
example, gender, race, culture, etc.). (1650) (51) (321) (1059) (219)
Adults in this school respect differences in students (for 331 0.5 4.1 59.1 36.2
example, gender, race, culture, etc.). (1656) (9) (68) (979) (600)
Adults in this school respect each other's differences (for 3.25 1.0 5.5 60.8 32.8
example, gender, race, culture, etc.). (1659) (16) (91) (1008) (544)
Adult-Student Engagement Ratings Response Given (%)
Survey Iltem Mean Strongly Disagree | Agree Strongly
(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree
(n) (n)
Adults who work in this school treat students with respect. 3.16 1.1 5.8 69.1 24.0
(1655) (19) (96) (1143) (397)
Adults in this school are interested in getting to know students. 3.09 0.8 7.9 72.3 18.9
(1652) (14) (130) (1295) (313)
Adults in this school are willing to listen to what students have 3.14 1.6 8.2 65.0 25.3
to say. (1655) (27) (135) | (1075) (418)
Teachers let students know when they do a good job. 3.20 0.5 3.9 70.1 25.4
(1656) (9) (65) (1161) (421)
This school lets parents know when their child does a good job. 2.68 3.0 32.5 58.0 6.5
(1642) (50) (533) (952) (107)
There are adults in this school that students would trust enough 3.42 0.2 1.6 54.4 43.7
to talk to if they had a problem. (1655) (4) (26) (901) (724)
*Students treat adults who work in this school with respect. 2.52 10.7 32.7 51.0 5.7
(1643) (175) (537) (838) (93)
Student-Student Engagement \ Ratings Response Given (%)
Survey Iltem Mean Strongly Disagree | Agree Strongly
(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree
(n) (n)
Students have friends at school they can turn to if they have 3.08 0.4 3.9 82.7 13.0
questions about homework. (1648) (6) (64) (1363) (215)
Students have friends at school they can trust and talk to if they have 3.13 0.5 3.4 78.6 17.6
problems. (1634) (8) (55) (1284) (287)
Students in this school seem to work well with one another even if 2.81 2.7 22.6 65.4 9.3
they're not in the same group of friends. (1651) (45) (373) (1080) (153)
Students have friends at school to eat lunch with. 3.12 0.5 4.1 78.1 17.3
(1645) (8) (68) (1284) (285)
Students try to make new students feel welcome in the school. 2.90 1.6 17.9 69.5 11.0
(1638) (27) (293) | (1138) (180)
Students in this school treat each other with respect. 2.60 6.8 32.2 54.9 6.2
(1656) (112) (533) (909) (102)

*This item was added to the 2012 survey based on focus group feedback. It is not included in the Index, but is represented in this table
because it ascertains additional information about adult-student relationships.
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Expectations/Boundaries Environment Ratings Response Given (%)
Survey Iltem Mean Strongly Disagree | Agree Strongly
(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree
(n) (n)
In this school, there are clear rules against physically hurting other 3.15 24 11.7 54.0 31.9
people (for example, hitting, pushing, or tripping). (1655) (39) (194) (894) (528)
In this school, there are clear rules against insults, teasing, 3.02 51 17.2 48.5 291
harassment, and other verbal abuse. (1654) (84) (285) (803) (482)
3.08 2.9 11.8 59.1 26.1
Adults in the school fairly enforce rules regarding physical violence. (1642) (48) (194) (971) (429)
Adults in the school fairly enforce rules against insults, teasing, 2.86 3.8 21.8 59.1 15.3
harassment, or other verbal abuse. (1645) (62) (359) (972) (252)
If a student is absent from school without prior approval, the school 3.13 2.9 11.2 55.7 30.2
notifies the parents. (1637) (48) (184) (911) (494)
Students caught drinking, smoking, or using an illegal drug are not 3.13 4.6 11.6 50.3 33.6
allowed to participate in any extracurricular activity for some time (1639) (75) (190) (824) (550)
period.
When students get in trouble at school for breaking a rule, parents are | 2.47 8.6 39.8 47.5 4.2
supportive of the school’s disciplinary actions. (1635) (140) (651) (776) (68)
. . . 3.14 1.6 6.4 68.5 23.5
This school contacts parents if a student has done something wrong. (1656) (27) (106) (1134) (389)
Physical Environment \ Ratings Response Given (%)
Survey Iltem Mean Strongly Disagree | Agree Strongly
(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree
(n) (n)
This school building is kept clean. 3.00 5.0 13.5 57.9 23.5
(1657) (83) (224) | (960) (390)
This school has up-to-date computers and other electronic 2.76 12.5 19.0 48.3 20.2
equipment available to students. (1652) (207) (314) (798) (333)
This school is physically attractive (well designed, nicely decorated, 2.76 7.0 24.3 54.0 14.7
etc.). (1660) (117) (403) (896) (244)
We have space and facilities for extra-curricular activities at this 3.07 5.4 13.8 49.1 31.6
school. (1657) (90) (229) | (814) (524)
This school building is kept in good condition. 3.03 4.8 14.4 54.3 26.6
(1642) (79) (236) | (891) (436)
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Additional Survey Constructs-Item by Item Analyses

Perceived Peer Emotional Safety Ratings Response Given (%)
Survey ltem Mean Strongly Disagree Agree Strongly
(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree
(n) (n)
Students in this school act in a way that is sensitive to the 2.55 6.5 36.8 52.0 4.7
feelings of other students. (1649) (107) (607) (857) (78)
Students at this school will try to stop students from insulting or 2.58 5.7 37.8 49.3 7.2
making fun of others. (1646) (94) (622) (811) (119)
Very few students at this school insult or make fun of other 2.41 11.4 41.7 41.6 5.3
students. (1645) (188) (686) | (684) (87)
Students in this school try to treat other students the way 2.66 4.8 30.6 58.5 6.1
they'd want to be treated. (1649) (79) (504) (965) (101)
Supports for Learning Ratings Response Given (%)
Survey ltem Mean Strongly Disagree | Agree Strongly
(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree
(n) (n)
Teachers encourage students to think independently. 3.11 1.0 7.3 71.7 20.1
(1645) (16) (120) | (1179) (330)
Students feel comfortable letting their teachers know when they are 2.85 1.6 20.1 70.1 8.3
confused. (1640) (26) (329) (1149) (136)
Teachers give their students opportunities to show what they know and | 3.13 0.8 5.5 73.6 20.1
can do in a variety of ways (for example, papers, presentations, projects, | (1650) (13) (91) (1214) (332)
tests).
Teachers challenge students to exceed their expectations. 2.96 1.5 16.1 67.6 14.8
(1638) (25) (264) | (1107) (242)
Teachers give their students useful feedback on their work. 2.99 0.6 10.5 78.8 10.2
(1636) (9) (171) | (1289) (167)
Teachers encourage their students to see mistakes as a natural part of 3.00 0.8 10.7 76.7 11.8
the learning process. (1641) (13) (175) (1259) (194)
Teachers show their students how to learn from their own mistakes. 3.05 0.6 10.7 71.6 17.2
(1631) 9) (175) (1167) (280)
Teachers help their students figure out how they learn best. 2.96 0.8 15.5 69.9 13.7
(1649) (14) (256) (1153) (226)
Teachers give their students individual attention on schoolwork. 3.06 0.5 9.1 74.7 15.7
(1646) (8) (150) | (1230) (258)
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Social & Civic Learning Ratings Response Given (%)
Survey Iltem Mean Strongly Disagree | Agree Strongly
(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree
(n) (n)
Adults in this school talk with students about strategies for 2.84 1.6 22.2 66.4 9.8
understanding and controlling their emotions. (1645) (27) (365) (1092) (161)
In this school, we teach ways to resolve disagreements so that everyone, 2.69 5.6 30.7 52.8 10.9
can be satisfied with the outcome. (1651) (93) (507) (871) (180)
Adults in this school help students think about how their actions will 2.99 1.2 11.2 74.6 13.0
affect others. (1646) (19) (185) (1228) (214)
Adults in this school discuss issues that help students think about how 2.97 14 14.7 69.5 14.4
to be a good person. (1645) (23) (241) (1144) (237)
In this school, we discuss issues that help students think about what is 2.88 1.9 20.0 66.7 11.4
right and wrong. (1648) (31) (329) | (1100) (188)
In this school, we teach skills that help students plan their time so they | 2.85 2.7 24.1 58.6 14.5
can get their work done and still do other things they enjoy. (1644) (45) (397) (963) (239)
Adults in this school encourage students to understand the importance | 2.92 1.3 16.0 71.9 10.8
of their feelings and those of others. (1639) (21) (262) (1279) (177)
Adults in this school help students listen to others so that they really 2.93 1.0 15.1 73.8 10.0
understand what they are trying to say. (1643) (27) (248) (1213) (165)
Adult Support \ Ratings Response Given (%)
Survey Iltem Mean Almost Onceina | Sometimes Often Almost
(N) never while (n) (n) always
(n) (n) (n)
When students physically hurt each other (for 3.56 1.5 33 6.2 20.5 68.6
example, pushing, slapping, or punching), how (1654) (24) (55) (102) (339) (1134)
often do the teachers or other adults at school put
a stop to it?
When students insult, tease, harass, or otherwise 3.20 1.6 5.1 14.3 36.1 42.8
verbally abuse other students, how often do the (1652) (27) (85) (236) (597) (707)
teachers or other adults at school put a stop to it?
When a student is being bullied at school, how 3.28 14 3.2 14.8 31.6 48.9
often do the teachers or other adults at school try (1631) (23) (53) (241) (516) (798)
to put a stop to it?
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Leadership Ratings Response Given (%)
Survey Iltem Mean Strongly Disagree | Agree Strongly
(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree
(n) (n)
The administration at this school involves staff in decisions about 2.66 9.5 25.7 54.6 10.2
instruction. (1637) (155) (421) (894) (167)
The administration at this school is accessible to teachers and staff. 3.03 6.5 13.4 50.3 29.8
(1655) (107) (222) (833) (493)
The administration at this school involves staff in decisions about the 2.40 16.1 36.0 39.9 8.0
school discipline policy. (1643) (264) (592) (656) (131)
The administration at this school places a high priority on developing 2.78 6.4 23.4 56.5 13.8
staff expertise. (1652) (105) (386) (933) (228)
The administration at this school effectively communicates a strong 2.76 8.0 23.8 52.2 15.9
and compelling vision for what they want the school to be. (1653) (133) (394) (863) (263)
The administration at this school is fair in the way they allocate 2.78 6.6 20.0 62.5 10.9
resources. (1638) (108) (328) (1024) (178)
The administration at this school provides teachers with opportunities 2.94 5.1 17.2 56.8 20.9
to work together collaboratively. (1652) (84) (284) (939) (345)
Most teachers at this school feel comfortable asking for help from the 2.73 8.4 23.0 55.9 12.7
administration. (1659) (140) (381) (928) (210)
The administration at this school places a high priority on curriculum 3.01 3.9 13.7 59.5 22.9
and instructional issues. (1639) (64) (225) (975) (375)
The administration involves teachers in planning professional 2.63 11.3 28.5 46.7 13.6
development activities. (1635) (184) (466) (763) (222)
The work | do at this school is appreciated by the administration. 2.84 7.6 17.5 57.8 17.1
(1656) (126) (290) (957) (283)
The administration at this school communicates openly with teachers 2.67 10.6 24.9 51.1 13.4
and staff. (1652) (175) (412) (844) (221)
The administration at this school is supportive of teachers and staff 2.83 7.9 18.8 56.3 17.1
members. (1656) (130) (311) (932) (283)
Professional Relationships Ratings Response Given (%)
Survey Iltem Mean Strongly Disagree | Agree Strongly
(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree
(n) (n)
Most staff in this school are good at the work they do. 3.23 0.7 3.7 67.0 28.6
(1653) (12) (61) (1107) (473)
Most staff in this school are generous about helping others with 3.24 0.9 5.5 62.7 30.9
instructional issues. (1656) (15) (91) (1038) (512)
Most staff seem comfortable asking for help from their colleagues. 3.08 1.3 8.6 70.6 19.5
(1654) (21) (142) | (1168) (323)
Staff in the school seem comfortable sharing ideas at staff/faculty 2.78 7.4 22.6 54.8 15.2
meetings. (1646) (122) (372) (902) (250)
Staff in this school try to learn from one another. 3.01 1.5 12.2 70.6 15.8
(1644) (24) (200) | (1161) (259)
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*Bullying/Harassment Report Forms Ratings Response Given (%)
Survey Items Weighted 0 1 2 3-5 6-10 11+
Mean Times | Time | Times | Times | Times | Times
(N) (n) (n) (n) (n) (n) (n)

In the current school year, how many times have you filled

.67 77.2 10.2 7.2 4, 1.
out and turned in a Bullying/Harassment Report Form to 3.6 0 0 0 0-5

(1643) (1269) | (167) | (118) (65) (16) (é)

the school?

When you turned in a Bullying/Harassment Report Form to

the school, how many times did you receive a 3.74 79.9 11.5 5.7 2.3 0.5 0.2
communication back from the school letting you know that (1239) (990) | (142) (71) (28) (6) (2)

the report was received and followed up on?
*As these items do not form a survey construct, they are represented individually in this report.

Individual Survey Questions for School Personnel

» School personnel completed five additional survey items.
+»+ Although these items do not form a construct, they contribute to the overall conditions for
learning, and are therefore important to examine.
» These additional items are presented in the table below.
< Again, please note that these data reflect school personnel responses only.

Additional School Personnel Items Ratings Response Given

Survey ltem Mean Strongly Disagree | Agree | Strongly
(N) Disagree % (n) % (n) Agree
% (n) % (n)
| have seen staff insult, tease, harass or otherwise verbally abuse other 3.04 35.4 38.1 21.7 4.8
staff in this school. (1656) (587) (631) (359) (79)
2.61 9.4 29.0 52.4 9.2
Staff members are recognized for their accomplishments. (1644) (155) (476) (862) (151)
2.99 3.0 15.1 61.4 20.5
Advanced students are given appropriately challenging work. (1640) (49) (248) (1007) (336)
Teachers use activities and assignments designed to help determine 2.92 13 18.0 68.3 12.4
which teaching methods work best for each student. (1641) (22) (295) (1120) (204)
3.42 0.5 1.7 52.9 44.8
Students can get extra help if they need it. (1659) (9) (29) (877) (744)
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Appendix C: Parent item by item analyses

The following tables provide information on all of the items that parents responded to. They are grouped by
survey construct. Listed first are the seven constructs that align with the Index survey constructs, followed by
the additional parent survey constructs.

In the tables you will find: the particular questions that comprise each of the constructs, the mean score for
each item, the percent of the population that responded to each scale option, and finally the number of
respondents who answered the item and chose each response option.

e Because year 1 was a process of melding two surveys into one, some agree/disagree items had a
“neutral” response option. This response option was not calculated into the scores in year 1, and
was omitted from the survey in year 2.

\ Physical Safety Ratings Response Given (%)
Survey Iltem Mean | None 1-2 3-5 6 or More

(N) (n) Times Times Times

(n) (n) (n)

Carried a gun, knife, club, or other weapon to school. 3.80 84.5 12.3 2.3 0.9
(2347) | (1983) (289) (55) (20)

Had personal property (clothing, books, bike, car) stolen or deliberately 3.68 72.6 23.8 3.1 0.6
damaged on school property. (2353) | (1708) (560) (72) (13)

Been disciplined at school for fighting, theft, or damaging property. 3.94 94.8 4.6 0.4 0.2

(2352) | (2230) | (109) (9) (4)

Been threatened or injured by someone with a weapon (like a gun, knife, | 3.94 95.1 3.9 0.6 0.4
or club) on school property. (2340) | (2225) (91) (14) (10)

Damaged personal or school property grounds (for example, breaking 3.53 66.3 23.1 7.5 3.1
windows, scratching a car, etc.). (2350) | (1559) (543) (176) (72)

Beat up or fought someone. 3.24 52.6 26.5 13.6 7.3
(2337) | (1229) (620) (317) (171)

Used a weapon, force, or threats to get money or things from other at 3.90 93.0 4.8 1.5 0.7
school. (2338) | (2174) (113) (35) (16)

Verbally threatened to physically harm others at school. 3.38 61.5 22.6 8.7 7.2
(2345) | (1442) | (531) (203) (169)

Stolen personal or school property on school grounds (for example, 3.47 63.7 23.7 8.8 3.8
books, clothing, cars). (2351) | (1497) (558) (206) (90)
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\ Emotional Safety Ratings Response Given (%) \

Survey ltem Mean 0 Times 1Time 2 3-5 Times 6-10 11+
(N) (n) (n) Times (n) Times | Times
(n) (n) (n)
My child was called names, made fun of, or teased in 3.52 71.4 9.5 8.3 5.8 21 2.9
a hurtful way. (2348) | (1676) (222) (196) (136) (49) (69)
. ] 3.60 76.1 8.9 5.9 4.7 2.0 2.5
Other studfents left my child out of t-hlngs on purpose, (2348) (1786) (208) (138) (111) (46) (59)
excluded him/her from groups of friends, or
completely ignored him/her.
My child was hit, kicked, pushed, shoved around, or 3.89 92.8 3.3 15 14 0.5 0.5
locked indoors. (2344) | (2175) (78) (35) (32) (12) (12)
3.56 72.5 11.5 6.6 5.1 1.6 2.8
2352 1705 270 155 120 37 65
Other students told lies, spread false rumors and tried ( ) ( ) (270) (155) (120) (37) (65)
to make others dislike my child.
My child was made fun of because of his/her race or 3.93 95.4 2.2 12 0.4 0.3 0.6
color. (2337) | (2229) (52) (27) (9) (6) (14)
3.93 95.7 1.8 1.1 0.6 0.2 0.6
My child was made fun of because of his/her religion. | (2341) (2240) (42) (25) (15) (5) (14)
Other students made sexual jokes, comments or 3.74 84.0 6.3 3.8 2.5 13 2.0
gestures that hurt my child’s feelings. (2337) (1964) (147) (89) (59) (31) (47)
My child have received threatening or hurtful 3.76 84.7 6.5 3.6 2.9 1.1 1.2
message from another student in an e-mail, on a (2334) (1977) (152) (85) (68) (25) (27)

website, on a cell phone, from pager text messaging,
in an internal chat room or in instant messaging.

Mean Strongly | Disagree | Agree | Strongly

(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree
(n) (n)
My child feels safe at school. 3.05 3.2 10.4 64.9 21.6
(2333) (74) (242) (1513) (504)
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Diversity Engagement Ratings Response Given (%)
Survey Item Mean Strongly Disagree | Agree Strongly
(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree
(n) (n)
Students in my child’s school respect each other's differences (for 2.86 3.7 21.9 59.2 15.2
example, gender, race, culture, etc.). (2339) (87) (512) (1384) (356)
Students in my child’s school respect differences in adults (for 2.74 4.8 25.9 59.9 9.4
example, gender, race, culture, etc.). (2309) (110) (598) (1384) (217)
Adults in my child’s school respect differences in students (for 3.07 2.5 9.8 66.4 214
example, gender, race, culture, etc.). (2323) (57) (227) (1543) (496)
Adults in my child’s school respect each other's differences (for 3.08 2.1 8.9 68.0 21.0
example gender, race, culture, etc.). (2309) (49) (205) (1569) (486)
My child is accepting of those different than him/herself (racially, 3.42 0.5 1.9 52.2 45.4
culturally, socio-economically). (2342) (12) (45) (1222) (1063)
Adult-Student Engagement Ratings Response Given (%)
Survey Item Mean Strongly Disagree @ Agree Strongly
(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree
(n) (n)
Adults who work in my child’s school treat students with respect. 3.06 2.8 12.6 60.3 24.3
(2343) (65) (295) (1413) (570)
Adults in my child’s school are interested in getting to know my child. 2.87 4.8 20.4 57.9 16.9
(2327) (112) (475) (1347) (393)
Adults who work in my child's school are willing to listen to what 2.85 5.8 19.3 59.2 15.7
students have to say. (2321) (134) (447) (1375) (365)
My child's teachers let him/her know when he/she does a good job. 3.06 2.9 13.1 58.8 25.3
(2337) (67) (306) (1373) (591)
My child's school lets me know when he/she does a good job 2.61 10.0 32.8 43.0 14.3
(2335) (234) (765) | (1003) (333)
If my child needs to talk to an adult in school about a problem, there 3.06 3.6 12.3 59.0 25.1
is someone he/she trusts who he/she could talk to. (2338) (84) (288) (1380) (586)
*Students treat adults who work in my child’s school with respect. 2.74 6.6 24.6 56.7 12.1
(2305) (152) (566) (1307) (280)
Student-Student Engagement Ratings Response Given (%)
Survey Iltem Mean Strongly Disagree | Agree Strongly
(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree
(n) (n)
Students have friends at school they can turn to if they have questions | 3.14 1.3 9.4 63.8 25.5
about homework. (2337) (30) (219) (1492) (596)
Students have friends at school they can trust and talk to if they have 3.17 1.7 7.5 63.1 27.7
problems. (2336) (39) (176) | (1474) (647)
Students generally work well with one another even if they're not in 2.80 2.6 24.7 62.9 9.8
the same group of friends. (2326) (61) (574) (1463) (228)
Students have friends at school to eat lunch with. 3.26 1.1 43 62.3 323
(2346) (26) (102) | (1461) (757)
Students try to make new students feel welcome in the school. 2.91 3.0 16.9 65.9 14.2
(2310) (70) (390) | (1522) (328)
Students at my child’s school treat each other with respect. 2.63 6.7 323 52.1 8.9
(2326) (155) (752) | (1211) (208)

*This item was added to the 2012 survey based on focus group feedback. It is not included in the Index, but is represented in this table
because it ascertains additional information about adult-student relationships.

Report: lowa Safe and Supportive Schools Index




PAGE 57

Expectations/Boundaries Environment Ratings Response Given (%)
Survey Iltem Mean Strongly Disagree | Agree | Strongly
(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree
(n) (n)
In my child’s school, there are clear rules against physically hurting other | 3.12 2.7 9.2 61.5 26.5
people (for example, hitting, pushing or tripping). (2330) (63) (215) (1434) (618)
In my child’s school, there are clear rules against insults, teasing, 2.93 53 17.4 56.7 20.6
harassment and other verbal abuse. (2323) (124) (404) (1316) (479)
Adults in the school are fair about making sure that all students follow 2.86 6.9 17.8 58.0 17.3
the rules against physically hurting other people. (2321) (159) (413) (1347) (402)
Adults in the school are fair about making sure that all students follow 2.74 7.8 24.1 54.1 14.1
the rules against insults, teasing, harassment, or other verbal abuse. (2316) (180) (557) (1253) (326)
If my child skipped school, the school would notify me. 3.36 2.4 4.9 47.5 45.2
(2341) (56) (114) (1113) (1058)
Students caught drinking, smoking, or using an illegal drug are not 3.15 4.2 10.9 51.0 33.9
allowed to participate in any extracurricular school activity for some (2314) (97) (253) (1180) (784)
time period.
If my child got in trouble at school for breaking a rule, | would support 3.24 1.1 6.3 60.5 32.0
the school’s disciplinary action. (2337) (25) (148) (1415) (749)
My child’s school contacts me if my child has done something wrong. 3.12 3.1 9.2 60.4 27.3
(2332) (73) (215) (1408) (636)
Physical Environment Ratings Response Given (%)
Survey Iltem Mean Strongly Disagree | Agree Strongly
(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree
(n) (n)
My child’s school building is kept clean. 3.22 2.2 6.2 59.3 32.3
(2345) (52) (146) (1390) (757)
My child’s school has up-to-date computers and other electronic 3.05 3.6 11.9 59.9 24.6
equipment available to students. (2337) (85) (278) (1399) (575)
My child’s school is physically attractive (well designed, nicely 2.94 3.9 16.7 61.4 18.0
decorated, etc.). (2344) (91) (391) (1440) (422)
My child’s school has space and facilities for extra-curricular 3.09 3.6 9.1 61.6 25.8
activities at this school. (2341) (84) (213) (1441) (603)
My child’s school building is kept in good condition. 3.14 2.3 8.2 62.9 26.6
(2353) (55) (192) | (1479) (627)
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Additional Survey Constructs-Item by Item Analyses

Perceived Peer Emotional Safety Ratings Response Given (%)

Survey Iltem Mean Strongly Disagree | Agree Strongly
(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree
(n) (n)
Students in my child's school act in a way that is sensitive to the 2.65 5.2 33.2 53.2 8.4
feelings of other students. (2326) (1212) (773) (1237) (195)
Students at my child's school will try to stop students from 2.63 5.8 35.5 48.3 10.3
insulting or making fun of other students. (2314) (135) (822) (1118) (239)
Very few students at my child’s school insult or make fun of 2.38 10.9 45.7 37.4 5.9
other students. (2310) (252) (1056) | (865) (137)
Students in my child's school try to treat other students the way 2.72 6.2 26.9 55.6 11.3
they'd want to be treated. (2332) (144) (627) (1297) (264)

Supports for Learning Ratings Response Given (%)

Survey Iltem Mean Strongly Disagree @ Agree Strongly
(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree
(n) (n)
My child's teachers encourage him/her to try out new ideas (think 3.03 2.7 13.3 62.4 21.6
independently). (2336) (64) (310) (1457) (505)
If my child is feeling confused about something in class, he/she feels 2.79 4.7 27.3 51.8 16.2
comfortable saying so. (2336) (110) (638) (1210) (378)
Teachers give my child an opportunity to show what he/she knows and 3.07 2.5 9.5 66.5 21.5
can do in a variety of ways (for example, papers, presentations, projects, | (2330) (59) (222) (1549) (500)
tests).
My child is challenged to do more than he/she thought he/she could in 2.83 5.0 24.1 53.8 171
school. (2322) (115) (560) | (1249) (398)
My child's teachers give him/her useful feedback on school work. 2.98 3.6 15.8 59.3 21.3
(2338) (84) (369) | (1387) (498)
My child's teachers encourage him/her to see mistakes as a natural part | 2.91 2.9 18.5 62.8 15.8
of the learning process. (2327) (67) (431) (1462) (367)
My child's teachers show him/her how to learn from his/her mistakes. 2.97 3.1 17.3 59.1 20.4
(2338) (73) (405) (1382) (478)
My child's teachers help him/her figure out how he/she learns best. 2.80 5.7 24.7 54.1 15.6
(2328) (132) (574) (1259) (363)
My child's teachers give him/her individual attention on schoolwork. 2.89 4.5 19.8 58.3 17.4
(2334) (104) (463) | (1360) (407)
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Social & Civic Learning Ratings Response Given (%)
Survey Item Mean Strongly Disagree | Agree Strongly
(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree
(n) (n)
In my child's school, he/she talks about ways to help control his/her 2.66 34 36.2 51.1 9.3
emotions. (2301) (79) (833) | (1175) (214)
In my child's school, students have learned ways to resolve 2.72 5.0 29.1 55.2 10.7
disagreements so that everyone can be satisfied with the outcome. (2299) (116) (668) (1268) (247)
In my child's school, he/she talks about the way his/her actions affect 2.83 3.0 24.2 60.1 12.7
others. (2302) (68) (558) (1384) (292)
In my child’s school, he/she discusses issues that help her/him think 2.83 3.8 24.0 57.3 14.9
about how to be a good person. (2309) (88) (555) (1323) (343)
In my child's school, he/she discusses issues that help him/her think 2.87 29 20.9 62.3 14.0
about what is right and wrong. (2296) (66) (479) (1430) (321)
My child has learned skills that help him/her plan time effectively to 2.86 4.8 20.5 58.7 16.0
get work done and still do other things he/she enjoys. (2320) (111) (476) (1362) (371)
In my child's school, he/she talks about the importance of 2.75 4.1 28.7 55.2 12.0
understanding his/her feelings and the feelings of others. (2293) (94) (658) (1265) (276)
In my child's school, he/she works on listening to others so that he/she | 3.04 1.4 12.6 66.7 19.4
really understands what they are trying to say. (2334) (32) (294) (1556) (452)
My child feels that he/she is better at working with other people 2.82 3.6 24.6 58.2 13.5
because of what he/she learned in school. (2288) (83) (563) (1332) (310)
Adult Support Ratings Response Given (%)
Survey Item Mean Almost Onceina | Sometimes | Often Almost
(N) never while (n) (n) always
(n) (n) (n)
When students physically hurt each other (for 2.81 11.3 10.6 18.9 25.7 33.4
example, pushing, slapping, or punching), how (2293) (259) (243) (434) (590) (767)

often do the teachers or other adults at school
put a stop to it?

When students insult, tease, harass, or 2.46 15.3 17.0 26.1 22.0 19.6
otherwise verbally abuse other students, how (2286) (349) (389) (597) (503) (448)
often do the teachers or other adults at school
put a stop to it?

When a student is being bullied at school, how 2.54 14.0 15.1 25.3 22.7 22.8
often do the teachers or other adults at school (2272) (319) (344) (574) (516) (519)
try to put a stop to it?
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Parent-School Connection Ratings Response Given (%)
Survey Iltem Mean Strongly Disagree | Agree Strongly
(N) Disagree (n) (n) Agree
(n) (n)

The school gives parents the help they need to play an active role in 3.07 3.8 13.3 55.3 27.6

their child’s education (2351) (90) (312) (1301) (648)

The school explains what options parents have if they disagree with 2.79 6.1 23.1 56.5 14.3

a decision of the school (2322) (142) (537) (1311) (332)

I have been asked for my opinion about how well education services 2.59 10.9 33.0 42.7 13.4

are meeting my child’s needs. (2335) (255) (770) (997) (313)

The school has a person on staff who is available to answer parents’ 3.02 3.4 13.2 61.7 21.7

questions. (2338) (80) (309) | (1442) (507)

Teachers are available to speak to me. 3.12 2.4 8.7 63.7 25.3

(2331) (56) (202) (1484) (589)

School personnel consider and listen to all of my concerns and 2.89 53 17.9 59.3 17.5

recommendations for my child. (2318) (122) (416) (1374) (406)

As a parent, | feel comfortable talking to my child’s teachers. 3.05 2.9 124 61.0 23.7

(2336) (68) (290) | (1424) (554)

I think parents/guardians feel welcome at my child’s school. 3.13 3.3 11.3 54.8 30.6

(2345) (78) (266) | (1284) (717)

My child’s school tries to get all families to be part of school 2.83 5.3 24.1 52.7 17.9

activities. (2318) (124) (559) | (1221) (414)

| am satisfied with my child’s education at this school. 3.04 4.8 12.8 55.7 26.6

(2338) (113) (300) (1303) (622)
*Bullying/Harassment Report Forms Ratings Response Given (%)
Survey Items Weighted 0 1 2 3-5 6-10 11+
Mean Times | Time | Times | Times | Times | Times
(N) (n) (n) (n) (n) (n) (n)
In the current school year, how many times have you filled 3.90 92.5 4.5 16 0.9 0.1 0.4
out and turned in a Bullying/Harassment Report Form to (2323) (2149) | (104) (38) (21) (2) 9)
the school?

. ______________________________________________________________________________|
When you turned in a Bullying/Harassment Report Form to 3.93 94.3 3.0 1.9 0.6 0.1 0.1
the school, how many times did you receive a (1609) (1518) | (49) (30) (9) (2) (2)
communication back from the school letting you know that
the report was received and followed up on?

*As these items do not form a survey construct, they are represented individually in this report.
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Appendix D: Definition List

Definition List

Adult-Student Relationships Engagement is defined as the extent to which adults demonstrate care for

students, respect for students, and acknowledgement of students’ work. This was measured by the

students’ responses to the following items:

My teachers care about me.

My teachers are available to talk with students one-on-one.

My teachers notice when | am doing a good job and let me know about it.

My school lets a parent/guardian know if | am doing a good job.

There is at least one adult at school that | could go to for help with a problem.
Adults who work in my school treat students with respect.

Attendance is defined as the percentage of school days that 9-12™ grade students are present at school

during a given school year. The calculation is the total number of days present for all 9-12" grade students

in a school building during a school year divided by the total number of possible school days attended for all

9-12™ grade students in that school building during the same school year. (This report utilizes 2010-11

school year data.)

Boundaries and Expectations of the Environment are defined as the extent to which clear rules are

delineated and enforced. This was measured by the students’ responses to the following items:

There are clear rules about what students can and cannot do.

The school principal and teachers consistently enforce school rules.

If | skipped school, at least one of my parents/guardians would be notified.

Students caught drinking, smoking, or using an illegal drug are not allowed to participate in any
extracurricular activity for some time period.

If I got in trouble at school for breaking a rule, at least one of my parents/guardians would support
the school’s disciplinary action.

My school lets a parent/guardian know if I've done something wrong.

Diversity Engagement is defined as the extent to which students and adults demonstrate respect for each

other’s differences (i.e. appearance, culture, gender, race, learning differences, sexual orientation, etc.).

This was measured by the students’ responses to the following items:
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Students in this school respect each other’s differences (for example, gender, race, culture, learning
differences, sexual orientation, etc.).

Students in this school respect differences in adults (for example, gender, race, culture, learning
differences, sexual orientation, etc.).

Adults in this school respect differences in students (for example, gender, race, culture, learning
differences, sexual orientation, etc.).

Adults in this school respect each other’s differences (for example, gender, race, culture, learning
differences, sexual orientation, etc.).

| am accepting of those different than myself (racially, culturally, and socio-economically).

It is wrong to discriminate against someone because of her/his race, appearance, culture, religion,
etc.




PAGE 62

Dropout is defined as the percentage of 9-12" grade students who drop out of school during a given school
year. The calculation is the number of 9-12" grade students in a school building who drop out of school
during a school year divided by the total number of 9-12" grade students in that school building during the
same school year. (This report utilized 2010-11 school year data.)

Emotional Safety is defined as the extent to which students are safe from verbal abuse, teasing, and
exclusion. This was measured by the students’ responses to the following items:

e | was called names, made fun of, or teased in a hurtful way.

e Other students left me out of things on purpose, excluded me from their group of friends, or
completely ignored.

e | was hit, kicked, pushed, shoved around, or locked indoors.

e Other students told lies, spread false rumors about me, and tried to make others dislike me.

e | was made fun of because of my race or color.

e | was made fun of because of my religion.

e Other students made sexual jokes, comments, or gestures that hurt my feelings.

e | have received a threatening or hurtful message from another student in an email, on a website, on
a cell phone, from pager text messaging, in an internal chat room, or in instant messaging.

e | feel safe at school.

Graduation is defined as the percentage of 12 grade students who graduate during a given school year.
The calculation is the number of 12" grade students in a building who graduate during a school year divided
by the total number of 9" grade students who began attending school in that school building four years
prior. (This report utilized 2010-11 school year data.)

lowa Safe and Supportive Schools Index (IS*) is an indicator (or reflection) of the health of a school’s
optimal conditions for learning in the areas of safety, engagement and environment. The lower the score,
the greater the opportunity for improvement; the higher the score, the healthier the school is at creating

those conditions under which students can learn to their maximum potential.

Learning Supports are the wide range of strategies, programs, services, and practices that are implemented
to create conditions that enhance student learning. The six content areas of Learning Supports form the
structure for organizing, understanding, and selecting research-based interventions across universal,
targeted and intensive tiers. The content areas provide a broad unifying framework within which a school -
family - community continuum of learning support programs and practices can be organized. See Appendix E
for content areas.

Partner Schools are defined as all schools who voluntarily took part in the administration of surveys in
Spring 2011. Sixty schools were randomly selected to participate in 1S%; from this, 47 schools agreed to
participate. These partner schools implemented the lowa Youth Survey across all 9-12" grade students, as
well as the Comprehensive School Climate Inventory across all 9-12" grade students, their parents, and all

school personnel.
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Physical Safety is defined as the extent to which students are safe from physical harm while on school
property. This was measured by the students’ responses to the following items:
e Inthe past 30 days, on how many days have you had at least one drink of alcohol (glass bottle or can
of beer; glass of wine, liquor or mixed drink).
e Carried a gun, knife, club, or other weapon to school.
e Had your things (clothing, books, bike, car) stolen or deliberately damaged on school property.
e Been disciplined at school for fighting, theft, or damaging property.
e Been threatened or injured by someone with a weapon (like a gun, knife, or club) on school
property.
e Damaged property just for fun (like breaking windows, scratching a car, etc.).
e Beaten up on or fought someone because they made you angry.
e Used a weapon, force, or threats to get money or things from someone.
e Verbally threatened to physically harm someone.
e Stolen something.

Student-Student Engagement is defined as the extent to which students demonstrate care for, respect for,
and collaboration with one another. This was measured by the students’ responses to the following items:

e Students have friends at school they can turn to if they have questions about homework.

e Students have friends at school they can trust and talk to if they have problems.

e Students generally work well with each other even if they’re not in the same group of friends.
e Students have friends at school to eat lunch with.

e Students try to make new students feel welcome in the school.

e Students in my school treat each other with respect.

Physical Environment is defined as the extent to which the school facilities are adequate, clean, and up to
date. This was measured by the students’ responses to the following items:

e My school building is kept clean.

e My school has up to date computers and other electronic equipment available students.
e My school is physically attractive (well designed, nicely decorated, etc.).

e We have space and facilities for extracurricular activities at my school.

e My school building is kept in good condition.

Suspensions/Expulsions is defined as the percentage of 9-12" grade students who received at least one
suspension or expulsion during a given school year. The calculation is the number of 9-12™ grade students
in a school building who received at least one suspension or expulsion during a school year divided by the
fall enrollment for 9-12™ grade students in that building during the same school year. (This report utilizes
2010-11 school year data.)

Suspensions/Expulsions for fighting or violent behavior without injury is defined as the percentage of 9-
12" grade students who received at least one suspension or expulsion for fighting or violent behavior
without injury during a given school year. The calculation is the number of 9-12" grade students in a school
building who received at least one suspension or expulsion for fighting or violent behavior without injury
during a school year divided by the fall enrollment for 9-12" grade students in that building during the same
school year. (This report utilizes 2010-11 school year data.)
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Appendix E: Learning Supports Framework

Learning Supports Framework

LEARNING
IIISUPPORTS

Enhancing a continuum of integrated supports for learning in order to promote (1) student learning in

the lowa Core Curriculum, (2) healthy development, and (3) success in school and in life.

Learning Supports are the wide rangs of strategies,

to create conditions that enhance student leaming.

Learning supports:

] promote core leaming and healthy development for
all students,

are proactive to prevent problems and serve as early
interventions and supplemental support for targeted groups
of students, and

[l Provide intensive and highty individualized supports for
some students.

programs, services, and practices that are implemented

Community
Partnerships

~~

Safe/Healthy/
Caring Leaming
Environments

Supports for

Transitions

Child/Youth
Engagement

The Six Content Areas of Learning Supports

The six content areas of Learning Supports form the structure for organizing, understanding, and

selecting research-based interventions. The content areas provide a broad unifying framework within

which a school - family - community continuum of learning support programs and practices

can be organized.

Supports for Instruction foster healthy cognitive,
social-emotional, and physical development.
Supports for instruction are inherent in the
Instructional Decision Making process which uses
multiple strategies to provide supplemental and
intensive supports to ensure that children and youth
have the full bensfit of quality instruction.

Family Supports and Involvement promote and
enhance the involvement of parents and family
members in education.

Community Partnerships promote school
partnerships with multiple sectors of the community
to build linkages and collaborations for youth
development services, opportunities, and supports.

Safe, Healthy and Caring Learning Environments
promotse school-wide environments that ensure the
physical and psychological well-being and safety of
all children and youth through positive youth
development efforts and proactive planning for

management of emergencies, crises and follow - up.

Supports for Transitions enhance the school’s
ability to address a variety of transition concerns
that confront children, youth and their families.

Child/Youth Engagement promotes opportunities
for youth to be engaged in and contribute to their
communities.
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Appendix F: Student, School Personnel, and Parent Demographic Profiles

Student

Grade

mOth m10th m11lth ®m12th ® Missing

2%

Gender

B Female B Male ® Missing
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Ethnicity
2% 2%
M American Indian/Alaskan Native M Asian/Pacific Islander M Black/African American
M Latino/Latina/Hispanic B White/Caucasian B Multiracial
 Other = Missing

English as First Language

HYes M No M Missing

*Please note: There may be slight differences between percentages in Table 7b and the pie charts due to rounding that
ensures 100% representation within pie graphs.
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School personnel

Gender

1%

B Male ™ Female M Missing

School Personnel Position at School

M Teacher

B Administrator

M Other Professional School Personnel
M Paraprofessional

B Non-certified Support Personnel

u Missing
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How many years have you been working at school in this position?

M 1st year

M 2-5 years

W 6-10 years
W 11-20 years
W 20+ years
B Missing

How many years have you been working in this position?

1%

MW 1st year

W 2-5 years

M 6-10 years
W 11-20 years
M 20+ years
m Missing
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Ethnicity

1% 1% 1%

B American Indian/Alaskan Native B Asian/Pacific Islander m Black/African American M Latino/Latina/Hispanic

M White/Caucasian ® Multiracial W Other " Missing

*Please note: There may be slight differences between percentages in Table 7b & 7¢ and the pie charts due to rounding that
ensures 100% representation within pie graphs.
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Parents

Child's Grade

B Grade 9
B Grade 10
" Grade 11
B Grade 12
m Missing

Is English your child's first language?

5% 1%

M Yes
® No

1 Missing

94%
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Does your child qualify for free/reduced lunch?

27%
73%

Does your child have an IEP?

M Yes
B No

1 Missing

2%

M Yes
m No

[ Missing
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Ethnicity

1%
1% |1% 1% 4%

M American Indian/Alaskan Native
M Asian/Pacific Islander

m Black/African American

M Latino/Latina/Hispanic

B White/Caucasian

® Multiracial

m Other

™ Missing

86%

*Please note: There may be slight differences between percentages in Table 7b and the pie charts due to rounding that
ensures 100% representation within pie graphs.
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Appendix G: Frequently Asked Questions

How was the IYS: Condition s for Learning survey established?

e The statewide measurement of conditions for learning in the areas of safety, engagement and
environment was established by adapting the lowa Youth Survey (1YS).

e Inthe fall of 2010, 60 schools were randomly selected and invited to implement the lowa Youth Survey,
as well as implement the Comprehensive School Climate Inventory (CSCl).
o Developed by the National School Climate Center (NSCC), the CSCl is a nationally recognized,
valid and reliable measure of school climate across safety, engagement, and environment.
o The CSCl was utilized in conjunction with the IYS because it is designed for parents/guardians
and school personnel, as well as students.

e Forty-seven schools chose to participate and implement the surveys in the spring of 2011.
o Data were obtained, cleaned, and analyzed to determine final survey items and constructs
across students, parents/guardians, and school personnel.
o Survey constructs for each population can be found on the following page.

How was the IS3 Index established?

e The index was established using

o Student survey data collected from 47 schools across lowa in Spring 2011, and
o School incident data collected by the state annually.

e Data were collected, cleaned, and analyzed to determine the Index.

e The Learning Supports Framework (Appendix D) was utilized to set thresholds and Index point
allocations.

Where does IS? funding come from?

e IS’ is supported by the U.S. Department of Education at nearly $14 million over four years (2011-12
through 2014-15).

What are the goals of IS3?

1. Support statewide measurement of conditions for learning through valid and reliable measures of
school safety, engagement and environment across high school students (9-12" grade), school
personnel, and parents/ guardians;

2. Establish an index or score that defines threshold criteria to identify schools that have/lack optimal
conditions for learning; and

3. Implement targeted programmatic interventions in order to help schools improve conditions for
learning.
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How are survey responses weighted and calculated?

Please note: Year 1 was a process of melding two surveys into one, some agree/disagree items had a “neutra

The chart below shows all of the response options for survey items, and the weight these responses are
assigned when calculating the 1S* Index.

The weighted mean for each survey construct is an overall mean of the items within that construct, using
the weights shown in dark blue on the graph below.

For each Index survey construct, a list of items and response options can be found in Appendix A.

response option. This response option was not calculated into the scores in Year 1, and omitted from the

survey in year 2.

Table 4: Survey Response Weights

Response Options

Weights

|”

6 or More 3-5 Times 1-2 Times None Physical Safety
Times
30 Days 20-29 10-19 Days | 6-9 Days | 3-5 Days 1-2 0 Days Physical Safety
Days Days
11 or More 6-10 3-5 Times 2 Times 1 Time 0 Times Emotional Safety
Times Times
Strongly Disagree Agree Strongly All except Physical
Disagree Agree Safety

Note: Likert results that indicated negative responses were recoded to reflect a higher score as positive or preferable, and a
lower score as negative or non-preferred.
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