
- Lessons from the Field -

Knowing the Facts About Fentanyl

JANUARY 17, 2023

3:00 - 4:30 PM ET

1

The content of this presentation does not necessarily represent the policy or views of the U.S. 

Department of Education, nor does it imply endorsement by the U.S. Department of Education.



NCSSLE Website

HTTPS://SAFESUPPORTIVELEARNING.ED.GOV
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To access information and archived materials from previous Lessons 

from the Field webinars, go to: 

https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/lessons-field-webinar-series

This webinar is being recorded and will be archived at the following location: 

https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/events/webinar/lessons-field-webinar-part-1-knowing-facts-about-fentanyl

https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/


Introduction and Logistics

Welcome

Setting the Context and Understanding the Facts

Addressing the Fentanyl Problem

Closing Remarks

Live Q&A

Agenda
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Bios for the speakers are archived at the following location:

https://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/events/webinar/lessons-field-webinar-part-1-knowing-facts-about-fentanyl

Context Setting Speakers

Family Impacted by Fentanyl, Family Advocate and Speaker, CA
Chris Didier

Senior Science Policy Advisor, Directorôs Office, Office for National Drug Control Policy
Dr. Cecelia Spitznas

Associate Director, Program Implementation, Division of Overdose Prevention, National 
Center for Injury Prevention and Control, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC)

Marci Hertz

Branch Chief, Science Policy Branch, Office of Science Policy and Communications, 
National Institute on Drug Abuse, National Institutes of Health (NIDA/NIH)

Dr. Emily Einstein

Senior Prevention Program Manager, Community Outreach & Prevention Support 
Section, Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA)

Cathleen Drew

Director, Outreach and Education, Song for Charlie, OR
Jennifer Epstein

Secondary Health & PE Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment Director, Teacher on 
Special Assignment (TOSA), Beaverton School District, OR

Kristen Gustafson



Elyse Robertson
FEDERAL PROGRAM OFFICER

OFFICE OF SAFE AND SUPPORTIVE SCHOOLS

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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Chris Didier
FAMILY IMPACTED BY FENTANYL

PARENT ADVOCATE

DIDIER.CJ@GMAIL.COM
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mailto:Didier.Cj@gmail.com


WHO IS ZACH?
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ÅZach bought a Percocet via social media.

ÅBut the pill was a counterfeit made of fentanyl; aka: ΨCŀƪŜ tƛƭƭΦΩ

ÅZach died shortly after in his room. He never had a chance.

ÅNot a party death; not an overdose; not an addiction casualty

TOXICOLOGY RESULTS:  Fentanyl intoxication.  (No Percocet) 

WHAT HAPPENED TO ZACHARY
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1. Cellphones:

-Many teens have them

-Become reliable & trusted resource

-Very popular

2 INFLUENCERS:  

2. Legitimate Prescription Pills:

-Many teens prescribed to them

-Siblings, family and friends too

-Pills are more Normalized

1. Legit Prescriptions ƎƛǾŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ άǎŀŦŜέ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ

+
2. CellphonesƎƛǾŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ŀ άǘǊǳǎǘŜŘέ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ

=
Potential for deception and unperceived Danger
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