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Introduction 
This compilation presents school discipline-related laws and regulations for U.S. states, U.S. territories, 

and the District of Columbia, and, where available, links to education agency websites or resources 

related to school discipline and student conduct. The discipline laws and regulations presented in this 

compilation have been categorized by type of specific discipline issue covered, according to an 

organizational framework developed by the National Center for Safe and Supportive Learning 

Environments (NCSSLE). For example, one major category encompasses all laws or regulations 

governing states or territories that mandate specific disciplinary sanctions (such as suspension) for 

specific offenses (such as drug possession on school grounds). The school discipline laws and 

regulations were compiled through exhaustive searches of legislative websites that identified all laws and 

regulations relevant to each specific category. Compiled materials were subsequently reviewed by state 

education agency (SEA) representatives in the 50 states, Washington D.C., and the U.S. territories. 

 

Discipline categories were not mutually exclusive. Laws and regulations often appeared across multiple 

categories. For jurisdictions with more extensive laws covering a breadth of topical areas, relevant 

sections were excerpted from the larger legislative text for inclusion in the appropriate discipline category. 

Laws, ordered by chapter and section number, appear first within each category followed by regulations. 

All laws and regulations listed within categories in the compilation also appear in the sources cited section 

of the document, which lists laws by chapter and section number and title, and where available, includes 

active hyperlinks to source websites supported or maintained by state legislatures. Additional links to 

government websites or resources are provided at the end of this document.  

Notes & Disclaimers 
To the best of the preparer’s knowledge, this Compilation of School Discipline Laws and Regulations is 

complete and current as of January 2020. Readers should also note that the information in this document 

was compiled from individual sources that are created by each jurisdiction and which are maintained and 

updated with varying frequencies. Readers should consult the source information provided directly in 

order to check for updates to laws and regulations reported in this document or to conduct further 

research. 

 

For further information, including definitions of the different policy categories, please refer to the Discipline 

Laws and Regulations Compendium posted on the Center’s website.  

 

Prepared by: 

Child Trends  

7315 Wisconsin Avenue 

Suite 1200W 

Bethesda, Maryland 20814 

EMT Associates, Inc.  

1631 Creekside Drive 

Suite 100  

Folsom, California 95630 

 

http://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/school-discipline-compendium
http://safesupportivelearning.ed.gov/school-discipline-compendium
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Illinois State Codes Cited 

Illinois Revised Laws  

Illinois Compiled Statutes (ILCS) 

Government  

Chapter 20. Executive Branch 

Department of Human Services (was Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities) 

(20 ILCS 1705/) Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities Administrative Act 

76. Mental health database and resource page 

Chapter 50. Local Government 

Police, Fire, and Emergency Services 

(50 ILCS 705/) Illinois Police Training Act 

10.22. School resource officers  

Education 

Chapter 105. Schools 

Common Schools 

(105 ILCS 5/) School Code 

Article 2 - State Board of Education - Powers and Duties 

2-3.6. Rules and policies  

2-3.13a. School records; transferring students 

2-3.41.  Chronic truants and truancy prevention 

2-3.66.  Truants' alternative and optional education programs 

2-3.130.  Time out and physical restraint rules 

2-3.148.  Disability history and awareness campaign 

2-3.162.  Student discipline report; school discipline improvement plan 

2-3.163. Prioritization of urgency of need for services database 

2-3.164. Attendance commission (Section scheduled to be repealed on December 16, 2020) 

2-3.176. Safe schools and healthy learning environments grant program 

Article 10 - School Boards 

10-20.5.  Rules 

10-20.5b.  Tobacco prohibition 

10-20.14. Student discipline policies; Parent-teacher advisory committee 

10-20.28.  Cellular radio telecommunication devices 

10-20.33.  Time out and physical restraint  

10-20.36.  Psychotropic or psychostimulant medication; disciplinary action 

10-20.61.  Implicit bias training 

10-20.64. Booking stations on school grounds 

10-20.65. School social worker 

http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs.asp
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs2.asp?ChapterID=5
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=313&ChapterID=5
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/002017050K76.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs2.asp?ChapterID=11
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=731&ChapterID=11
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/005007050K10.22.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs2.asp?ChapterID=17
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=1005&ChapterID=17
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=1005&ChapterID=17
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=010500050HArt%2E+2&ActID=1005&ChapterID=17&SeqStart=14200000&SeqEnd=35424316
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K2-3.6.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K2-3.13a
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K2-3.41.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K2-3.66.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K2-3.130.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K2-3.148.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K2-3.162.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K2-3.163.htm
http://ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K2-3.164.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K2-3.176
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=010500050HArt%2E+10&ActID=1005&ChapterID=17&SeqStart=59100000&SeqEnd=82500000
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K10-20.5.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K10-20.5b.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K10-20.14.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K10-20.28.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K10-20.33.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K10-20.36
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K10-20.61.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K10-20.64.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K10-20.65.htm
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10-20.68. School resource officer 

10-20.69. Policy on sexual harassment 

10-21.4a. Principals and assistant principals - Duties  

10-21.7.  Attacks on school personnel 

10-21.10.  Electronic paging devices on school property 

10-22.6. Suspension or expulsion of pupils; school searches 

10-22.10a.  Inspection for drugs 

10-22.39.  In-service training programs 

10-27.1A. Firearms in schools 

10-27.1B. Reporting drug-related incidents in schools 

Article 13A - Alternative Public Schools 

13A-1. Legislative declaration  

13A-2.5.  Disruptive student 

13A-3.  Alternative schools 

13A-4. Administrative transfers 

Article 13B - Alternative Learning Opportunities 

13B-5.  Legislative findings and declarations 

13B-10.  Purpose 

13B-15.10.  Student at risk of academic failure 

13B-15.15.  Student success plan 

13B-15.20.  Support services 

13B-20.  Alternative learning opportunities program 

13B-20.5.  Eligible activities and services 

13B-20.10.  Who may establish and operate programs 

13B-20.15.  Other eligible providers of alternative learning opportunities 

13B-20.20.  Enrollment in other programs 

13B-20.25.  Eligible students 

13B-60.10.  Parent conference 

13B-70.  Truancy and attendance problems 

Article 21B. Educator Licensure 

21B-45. Professional educator license renewal 

Article 22 - General Provisions-Penalties-Liabilities 

22-12. Preventing or interfering with a child's attendance at school 

22-20. All courts and law enforcement agencies of the State of Illinois 

22-85. Parental notification of law enforcement detainment and questioning on school grounds 

Article 24 - Employment of Teachers-Tenure-Duties of Teachers 

24-24. Maintenance of discipline 

24-26.  Intervening to help students or their family members who may have alcohol or other drug 

problems 

Article 26 - Pupils-Compulsory Attendance 

26-1. Compulsory school age; exemptions 

26-2a. [Terms defined]  

26-3.  Teachers furnished list-Report of non-attendance-Report of persons not on list 

http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K10-20.68.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K10-20.69.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K10-21.4a.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K10-21.7
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K10-21.10.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K10-22.6.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K10-22.10a
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K10-22.39.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K10-27.1A
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K10-27.1B
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=010500050HArt%2E+13A&ActID=1005&ChapterID=17&SeqStart=103900000&SeqEnd=105800000
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=010500050HArt%2E+13A&ActID=1005&ChapterID=17&SeqStart=103900000&SeqEnd=105800000
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K13A-1.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K13A-2.5.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K13A-3.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K13A-4.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=010500050HArt%2E+13A&ActID=1005&ChapterID=17&SeqStart=103900000&SeqEnd=105800000
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=010500050HArt%2E+13A&ActID=1005&ChapterID=17&SeqStart=103900000&SeqEnd=105800000
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K13B-5.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K13B-10.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K13B-15.10.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K13B-15.15.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K13B-15.20.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K13B-20.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K13B-20.5.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K13B-20.10.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K13B-20.15.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K13B-20.20.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K13B-20.25.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K13B-60.10.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K13B-70.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=010500050HArt%2E+21B&ActID=1005&ChapterID=17&SeqStart=149500000&SeqEnd=151900000
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K21B-45.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=010500050HArt%2E+22&ActID=1005&ChapterID=17&SeqStart=151900000&SeqEnd=156650000
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K22-12.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K22-20.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K22-85.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=010500050HArt%2E+24&ActID=1005&ChapterID=17&SeqStart=157600000&SeqEnd=161300000
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K24-24
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K24-26.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=010500050HArt%2E+26&ActID=1005&ChapterID=17&SeqStart=162700000&SeqEnd=165400000
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=010500050HArt%2E+26&ActID=1005&ChapterID=17&SeqStart=162700000&SeqEnd=165400000
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K26-1
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K26-2a
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K26-3


Illinois Compilation of School Discipline Laws and Regulations Page 3 

26-3a.  Report of pupils no longer enrolled in school 

26-3d. [Truants; collection of data] 

26-5. Duties of truant officers 

26-6.  List and reports in districts employing truant officers 

26-7.  Notice to custodian-Notice of non-compliance 

26-8.  Determination as to compliance - Complaint in circuit court 

26-8a. [Court petition content] 

26-8b. [Court petition filing] 

26-9.  School officers and teachers to assist truant officers 

26-10.  Fine for noncompliance 

26-11.  Punishment for certain offenses 

26-12. Punitive action 

26-13. Absenteeism and truancy policies 

26-14.  Truancy programs for dropouts 

26-15.  Truant minors 

26-16.  Graduation incentives program 

26-18.  Chronic absenteeism report and support 

Article 27 - Courses of Study-Special Instruction 

27-12. Character education 

27-13.3. Internet safety education curriculum 

27-23.4.  Violence prevention and conflict resolution education 

27-23.7. Bullying prevention 

27-23.10. Gang resistance education and training 

Article 31 - Fraternities-Sororities 

31-1.  Definition 

31-2.  Inimical to public good 

31-3.  Suspension or expulsion of members, pledges and solicitors 

31-4.  Solicitation unlawful-Penalty 

Article 34 - Cities of Over 500,000 Inhabitants - Board of Education 

34-4.5.  Chronic truants 

34-8.05.  Reporting firearms in schools 

34-18.7.  Youth mental illness and suicide detection and intervention 

34-18.9.  Electronic paging devices on school property 

34-18.11.  Tobacco prohibition 

34-18.12.  Inspection for drugs 

34-18.14.  Cellular radio telecommunication devices 

34-18.20.  Time out and physical restraint 

34-18.24. Transfer of students 

34-18.25. Psychotropic or psychostimulant medication; disciplinary action 

34-18.28.  Prison tour pilot program 

34-18.34. Student biometric information 

34-18.54. Implicit bias training 

34-18.57. Booking stations on school grounds 

34-18.61. Policy on sexual harassment 

34-19.  By-laws, rules and regulations; business transacted at regular meetings; voting; records 

34-21.8.  Chicago public schools violence prevention hotline 

http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K26-3a
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K26-3d
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K26-5
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K26-6
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K26-7
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K26-8
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K26-8a
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K26-8b
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K26-9
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K26-10
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K26-11
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K26-12
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K26-13
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K26-14
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K26-15
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K26-16
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K26-18
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=010500050HArt%2E+27&ActID=1005&ChapterID=17&SeqStart=165400000&SeqEnd=173100000
http://ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K27-12.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K27-13.3.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K27-23.4.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K27-23.7
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/fulltext.asp?DocName=010500050K27-23.10
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=010500050HArt%2E+31&ActID=1005&ChapterID=17&SeqStart=184200000&SeqEnd=184800000
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K31-1.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K31-2.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K31-3.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K31-4.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs4.asp?DocName=010500050HArt%2E+34&ActID=1005&ChapterID=17&SeqStart=191300000&SeqEnd=217000000
http://ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K34-4.5.htm
http://ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K34-8.05.htm
http://ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K34-18.7.htm
http://ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K34-18.9.htm
http://ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K34-18.11.htm
http://ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K34-18.12.htm
http://ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K34-18.14.htm
http://ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K34-18.20.htm
http://ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K34-18.24.htm
http://ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K34-18.25.htm
http://ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K34-18.28.htm
http://ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K34-18.34.htm
http://ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K34-18.54.htm
http://ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K34-18.57.htm
http://ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K34-18.61.htm
http://ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K34-19.htm
http://ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K34-21.8.htm
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34-84a.  Maintenance of discipline 

34-84a.1.  Principals shall report incidents of intimidation 

(105 ILCS 10/) Illinois School Student Records Act 

10/2. Definitions 

(105 ILCS 75/) Right to Privacy in the School Setting Act 

75/5. Definitions 

75/15. Notification 

(105 ILCS 85/) Student Online Personal Protection Act 

85/1. Short title 

85/3.  Legislative intent 

85/5. Definitions 

85/10. Operator prohibitions 

85/25. Operator actions that are not prohibited 

85/30. Applicability 

85/35. Enforcement 

Rights and Remedies 

Chapter 720. Criminal Offenses 

Criminal Code 

(720 ILCS 5/) Criminal Code of 2012 

Title III. Specific Offenses 

Part B - Offenses Directed Against the Person 

Article 12C. Harms to children 

Subdivision 5. Bodily Harm Offenses 

12C-50. Hazing 

Part D - Offenses Affecting Public Health, Safety and Decency 

Article 24 - Deadly Weapons 

24-1.  Unlawful use of weapons 

24-1.2.  Aggravated discharge of a firearm 

Illinois Regulations 

Illinois Administrative Code 

Title 23. Education and Cultural Resources  

Part 1. Public Schools Evaluation, Recognition and Supervision 

Subpart B. School Governance 

1.280. Discipline 

1.285. Requirements for the use of isolated time out and physical restraint 

1.290.  Absenteeism and truancy policies 

http://ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K34-84a.htm
http://ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500050K34-84a.1.htm
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=1006&ChapterID=17
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=1006&ChapterID=17
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=3504&ChapterID=17
http://ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500750K5.htm
http://ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/documents/010500750K15.htm
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General Provisions 

Authority to develop and establish rules of conduct  

LAWS  

§ 105 ILCS 5/2-3.6. Rules and policies. 

To make rules, in accordance with the Illinois Administrative Procedure Act, that are necessary to carry 

into efficient and uniform effect all laws for establishing and maintaining free schools in the State. The 

State Board of Education may not adopt any rule or policy that alters the intent of the authorizing law or 

that supersedes federal or State law. The Board may not make policies affecting school districts that have 

the effect of rules without following the procedures of the Illinois Administrative Procedure Act. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-20.5. Rules.  

To adopt and enforce all necessary rules for the management and government of the public schools of 

their district. Rules adopted by the school board shall be filed for public inspection in the administrative 

office of the district. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-20.5b. Tobacco prohibition.  

Each school board shall prohibit the use of tobacco on school property by any school personnel, student, 

or other person when such property is being used for any school purposes. The school board may not 

authorize or permit any exception to or exemption from the prohibition at any place or at any time, 

including without limitation outside of school buildings or before or after the regular school day or on days 

when school is not in session. "School purposes" include but are not limited to all events or activities or 

other use of school property that the school board or school officials authorize or permit on school 

property, including without limitation all interscholastic or extracurricular athletic, academic, or other 

events sponsored by the school board or in which pupils of the district participate. For purposes of this 

Section "tobacco" shall mean cigarette, cigar, or tobacco in any other form, including smokeless tobacco 

which is any loose, cut, shredded, ground, powdered, compressed or leaf tobacco that is intended to be 

placed in the mouth without being smoked. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-20.14. Student discipline policies; Parent-teacher advisory committee. 

(a) To establish and maintain a parent-teacher advisory committee to develop with the school board or 

governing body of a charter school policy guidelines on pupil discipline, including school searches and 

bullying prevention as set forth in Section 27-23.7 of this Code. School authorities shall furnish a copy of 

the policy to the parents or guardian of each pupil within 15 days after the beginning of the school year, or 

within 15 days after starting classes for a pupil who transfers into the district during the school year, and 

the school board or governing body of a charter school shall require that a school inform its pupils of the 

contents of the policy. School boards and the governing bodies of charter schools, along with the parent-

teacher advisory committee, must annually review their pupil discipline policies, the implementation of 

those policies, and any other factors related to the safety of their schools, pupils, and staff.  

(a-5) On or before September 15, 2016, each elementary and secondary school and charter school shall, 

at a minimum, adopt pupil discipline policies that fulfill the requirements set forth in this Section, 

subsections (a) and (b) of Section 10-22.6 of this Code, Section 34-19 of this Code if applicable, and 

federal and State laws that provide special requirements for the discipline of students with disabilities.  
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§ 105 ILCS 5/10-20.28. Cellular radio telecommunication devices.  

(b) The school board may establish appropriate rules and disciplinary procedures governing the use or 

possession of cellular radio telecommunication devices by a student while in a school or on school 

property, during regular school hours, or at any other time. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-21.10. Electronic paging devices on school property.  

(c) The school board shall develop and promulgate written standards under which the board:  

(1) may authorize the use or possession of a pocket pager or similar electronic paging device by a 

student while in a school building or on school property as an approved exception to the general 

prohibition of this Section against such use or possession; and  

(2) may impose appropriate discipline or other sanctions against any student who violates any provision 

of this Section. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/24-24. Maintenance of discipline.  

Subject to the limitations of all policies established or adopted under Section 14-8.05 [105 ILCS 5/14-

8.05], teachers, other certificated educational employees, and any other person, whether or not a 

certificated employee, providing a related service for or with respect to a student shall maintain discipline 

in the schools, including school grounds which are owned or leased by the board and used for school 

purposes and activities. In all matters relating to the discipline in and conduct of the schools and the 

school children, they stand in the relation of parents and guardians to the pupils. This relationship shall 

extend to all activities connected with the school program, including all athletic and extracurricular 

programs, and may be exercised at any time for the safety and supervision of the pupils in the absence of 

their parents or guardians. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-13. Absenteeism and truancy policies. 

School districts shall adopt policies, consistent with rules adopted by the State Board of Education, which 

identify the appropriate supportive services and available resources which are provided for truants and 

chronic truants.  

§ 105 ILCS 5/27-23.7. Bullying prevention. 

(d) Each school district, charter school, and non-public, non-sectarian elementary or secondary school 

shall create, maintain, and implement a policy on bullying, which policy must be filed with the State Board 

of Education. The policy or implementing procedure shall include a process to investigate whether a 

reported act of bullying is within the permissible scope of the district's or school's jurisdiction and shall 

require that the district or school provide the victim with information regarding services that are available 

within the district and community, such as counseling, support services, and other programs. School 

personnel available for help with a bully or to make a report about bullying shall be made known to 

parents or legal guardians, students, and school personnel. Every 2 years, each school district, charter 

school, and non-public, non-sectarian elementary or secondary school shall conduct a review and re-

evaluation of its policy and make any necessary and appropriate revisions. The policy must be filed with 

the State Board of Education after being updated. The State Board of Education shall monitor and 

provide technical support for the implementation of policies created under this subsection (d). 

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-19. By-laws, rules and regulations; business transacted at regular meetings; 

voting; records.  

The board shall, subject to the limitations in this Article, establish by-laws, rules and regulations, which 

shall have the force of ordinances, for the proper maintenance of a uniform system of discipline for both 

employees and pupils, and for the entire management of the schools, and may fix the school age of 
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pupils, the minimum of which in kindergartens shall not be under 4 years, except that, based upon an 

assessment of the child's readiness, children who have attended a non-public preschool and continued 

their education at that school through kindergarten, were taught in kindergarten by an appropriately 

certified teacher, and will attain the age of 6 years on or before December 31 of the year of the 2009-

2010 school term and each school term thereafter may attend first grade upon commencement of such 

term, and in grade schools shall not be under 6 years. It may expel, suspend or, subject to the limitations 

of all policies established or adopted under Section 10-22.6 or 14-8.05, otherwise discipline any pupil 

found guilty of gross disobedience, misconduct, or other violation of the by-laws, rules, and regulations, 

including gross disobedience or misconduct perpetuated by electronic means. An expelled pupil may be 

immediately transferred to an alternative program in the manner provided in Article 13A or 13B of this 

Code. A pupil must not be denied transfer because of the expulsion, except in cases in which such 

transfer is deemed to cause a threat to the safety of students or staff in the alternative program. A pupil 

who is suspended in excess of 20 school days may be immediately transferred to an alternative program 

in the manner provided in Article 13A or 13B of this Code. A pupil must not be denied transfer because of 

the suspension, except in cases in which such transfer is deemed to cause a threat to the safety of 

students or staff in the alternative program. The bylaws, rules and regulations of the board shall be 

enacted, money shall be appropriated or expended, salaries shall be fixed or changed, and textbooks, 

electronic textbooks, and courses of instruction shall be adopted or changed only at the regular meetings 

of the board and by a vote of a majority of the full membership of the board; provided that notwithstanding 

any other provision of this Article or the School Code, neither the board or any local school council may 

purchase any textbook for use in any public school of the district from any textbook publisher that fails to 

furnish any computer diskettes as required under Section 28-21. Funds appropriated for textbook 

purchases must be available for electronic textbook purchases and the technological equipment 

necessary to gain access to and use electronic textbooks at the local school council's discretion. The 

board shall be further encouraged to provide opportunities for public hearing and testimony before the 

adoption of bylaws, rules and regulations. Upon all propositions requiring for their adoption at least a 

majority of all the members of the board the yeas and nays shall be taken and reported. The by-laws, 

rules and regulations of the board shall not be repealed, amended or added to, except by a vote of 2/3 of 

the full membership of the board. The board shall keep a record of all its proceedings. Such records and 

all by-laws, rules and regulations, or parts thereof, may be proved by a copy thereof certified to be such 

by the secretary of the board, but if they are printed in book or pamphlet form which are purported to be 

published by authority of the board they need not be otherwise published and the book or pamphlet shall 

be received as evidence, without further proof, of the records, by-laws, rules and regulations, or any part 

thereof, as of the dates thereof as shown in such book or pamphlet, in all courts and places where judicial 

proceedings are had. 

Notwithstanding any other provision in this Article or in the School Code, the board may delegate to the 

general superintendent or to the attorney the authorities granted to the board in the School Code, 

provided such delegation and appropriate oversight procedures are made pursuant to board by-laws, 

rules and regulations, adopted as herein provided, except that the board may not delegate its authorities 

and responsibilities regarding (1) budget approval obligations; (2) rule-making functions; (3) 

desegregation obligations; (4) real estate acquisition, sale or lease in excess of 10 years as provided in 

Section 34-21; (5) the levy of taxes; or (6) any mandates imposed upon the board by "An Act in relation to 

school reform in cities over 500,000, amending Acts herein named", approved December 12, 1988. 

REGULATIONS  

1.280. Discipline. 

Section 24-24 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5] provides for teachers, other licensed educational 

employees (except for individuals employed as a paraprofessional educator) and persons providing a 
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related service for or with respect to a student as determined by the board of education to maintain 

discipline in the schools. 

b) The board of education shall establish a policy on the administration of discipline in accordance with 

the requirements of Sections 10-20.14 and 24-24 of the School Code and disseminate that policy as 

provided in Section 10-20.14 of the School Code. 

Scope 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-20.5b. Tobacco prohibition.  

Each school board shall prohibit the use of tobacco on school property by any school personnel, student, 

or other person when such property is being used for any school purposes. The school board may not 

authorize or permit any exception to or exemption from the prohibition at any place or at any time, 

including without limitation outside of school buildings or before or after the regular school day or on days 

when school is not in session. "School purposes" include but are not limited to all events or activities or 

other use of school property that the school board or school officials authorize or permit on school 

property, including without limitation all interscholastic or extracurricular athletic, academic, or other 

events sponsored by the school board or in which pupils of the district participate. For purposes of this 

Section "tobacco" shall mean cigarette, cigar, or tobacco in any other form, including smokeless tobacco 

which is any loose, cut, shredded, ground, powdered, compressed or leaf tobacco that is intended to be 

placed in the mouth without being smoked. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/27-23.7. Bullying prevention. 

(a) The General Assembly finds that a safe and civil school environment is necessary for students to 

learn and achieve and that bullying causes physical, psychological, and emotional harm to students and 

interferes with students' ability to learn and participate in school activities. The General Assembly further 

finds that bullying has been linked to other forms of antisocial behavior, such as vandalism, shoplifting, 

skipping and dropping out of school, fighting, using drugs and alcohol, sexual harassment, and sexual 

violence. Because of the negative outcomes associated with bullying in schools, the General Assembly 

finds that school districts, charter schools, and non-public, non-sectarian elementary and secondary 

schools should educate students, parents, and school district, charter school, or non-public, non-sectarian 

elementary or secondary school personnel about what behaviors constitute prohibited bullying. 

Bullying on the basis of actual or perceived race, color, religion, sex, national origin, ancestry, age, marital 

status, physical or mental disability, military status, sexual orientation, gender-related identity or 

expression, unfavorable discharge from military service, association with a person or group with one or 

more of the aforementioned actual or perceived characteristics, or any other distinguishing characteristic 

is prohibited in all school districts, charter schools, and non-public, non-sectarian elementary and 

secondary schools. No student shall be subjected to bullying: 

(1) during any school-sponsored education program or activity; 

(2) while in school, on school property, on school buses or other school vehicles, at designated school 

bus stops waiting for the school bus, or at school-sponsored or school-sanctioned events or activities; 

(3) through the transmission of information from a school computer, a school computer network, or 

other similar electronic school equipment; or 

(4) through the transmission of information from a computer that is accessed at a nonschool-related 

location, activity, function, or program or from the use of technology or an electronic device that is not 

owned, leased, or used by a school district or school if the bullying causes a substantial disruption to 
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the educational process or orderly operation of a school. This item (4) applies only in cases in which a 

school administrator or teacher receives a report that bullying through this means has occurred and 

does not require a district or school to staff or monitor any nonschool-related activity, function, or 

program. 

(a-5) Nothing in this Section is intended to infringe upon any right to exercise free expression or the free 

exercise of religion or religiously based views protected under the First Amendment to the United States 

Constitution or under Section 3 of Article I of the Illinois Constitution.  

(b) In this Section:  

"Bullying" includes "cyber-bullying" and means any severe or pervasive physical or verbal act or 

conduct, including communications made in writing or electronically, directed toward a student or 

students that has or can be reasonably predicted to have the effect of one or more of the following: 

(1) placing the student or students in reasonable fear of harm to the student's or students' person or 

property; 

(2) causing a substantially detrimental effect on the student's or students' physical or mental health; 

(3) substantially interfering with the student's or students' academic performance; or 

(4) substantially interfering with the student's or students' ability to participate in or benefit from the 

services, activities, or privileges provided by a school. 

Bullying, as defined in this subsection (b), may take various forms, including without limitation one or 

more of the following: harassment, threats, intimidation, stalking, physical violence, sexual harassment, 

sexual violence, theft, public humiliation, destruction of property, or retaliation for asserting or alleging 

an act of bullying. This list is meant to be illustrative and non-exhaustive. 

"Cyber-bullying" means bullying through the use of technology or any electronic communication, 

including without limitation any transfer of signs, signals, writing, images, sounds, data, or intelligence of 

any nature transmitted in whole or in part by a wire, radio, electromagnetic system, photoelectronic 

system, or photooptical system, including without limitation electronic mail, Internet communications, 

instant messages, or facsimile communications. "Cyber-bullying" includes the creation of a webpage or 

weblog in which the creator assumes the identity of another person or the knowing impersonation of 

another person as the author of posted content or messages if the creation or impersonation creates 

any of the effects enumerated in the definition of bullying in this Section. "Cyber-bullying" also includes 

the distribution by electronic means of a communication to more than one person or the posting of 

material on an electronic medium that may be accessed by one or more persons if the distribution or 

posting creates any of the effects enumerated in the definition of bullying in this Section.  

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-18.11. Tobacco prohibition. 

The Board of Education shall prohibit the use of tobacco on school property when such property is being 

used for any school purposes. Neither the board nor the local school council may authorize or permit any 

exception to or exemption from the prohibition at any place or at any time, including without limitation 

outside of school buildings or before or after the regular school day or on days when school is not in 

session. "School purposes" include but are not limited to all events or activities or other use of school 

property that the school board or school officials authorize or permit on school property, including without 

limitation all interscholastic or extracurricular athletic, academic or other events sponsored by the school 

board or in which pupils of the district participate. For purposes of this Section "tobacco" shall mean 

cigarette, cigar, or tobacco in any other form, including smokeless tobacco which is any loose, cut, 

shredded, ground, powdered, compressed or leaf tobacco that is intended to be placed in the mouth 

without being smoked. 
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§ 105 ILCS 5/34-84a. Maintenance of discipline.  

Subject to the limitations of all policies established or adopted under Section 14-8.05, teachers, other 

certificated educational employees, and any other person, whether or not a certificated employee, 

providing a related service for or with respect to a student shall maintain discipline in the schools, 

including school grounds which are owned or leased by the board and used for school purposes and 

activities. In all matters relating to the discipline in and conduct of the schools and the school children, 

they stand in the relation of parents and guardians to the pupils. This relationship shall extend to all 

activities connected with the school program, including all athletic and extracurricular programs, and may 

be exercised at any time for the safety and supervision of the pupils in the absence of their parents or 

guardians. Nothing in this Section affects the power of the board to establish rules with respect to 

discipline, except that the rules of the board must provide, subject to the limitations of all policies 

established or adopted under Section 14-8.05, that a teacher, other certificated employee, and any other 

person, whether or not a certificated employee, providing a related service for or with respect to a student 

may use reasonable force as needed to maintain safety for the other students, shall provide that a 

teacher may remove a student from the classroom for disruptive behavior, and must include provisions 

which provide due process to students. 

REGULATIONS 

No relevant regulations found. 

Communication of policy 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-20.14. Student discipline policies; Parent-teacher advisory committee. 

(a) To establish and maintain a parent-teacher advisory committee to develop with the school board or 

governing body of a charter school policy guidelines on pupil discipline, including school searches and 

bullying prevention as set forth in Section 27-23.7 of this Code. School authorities shall furnish a copy of 

the policy to the parents or guardian of each pupil within 15 days after the beginning of the school year, or 

within 15 days after starting classes for a pupil who transfers into the district during the school year, and 

the school board or governing body of a charter school shall require that a school inform its pupils of the 

contents of the policy. School boards and the governing bodies of charter schools, along with the parent-

teacher advisory committee, must annually review their pupil discipline policies, the implementation of 

those policies, and any other factors related to the safety of their schools, pupils, and staff.  

§ 105 ILCS 5/27-23.7. Bullying prevention. 

(b) In this Section:  

"Policy on bullying" means a bullying prevention policy that meets the following criteria: 

(10) Is posted on the school district's, charter school's, or non-public, non-sectarian elementary or 

secondary school's existing Internet website, is included in the student handbook, and, where 

applicable, posted where other policies, rules, and standards of conduct are currently posted in the 

school and provided periodically throughout the school year to students and faculty, and is distributed 

annually to parents, guardians, students, and school personnel, including new employees when hired. 
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REGULATIONS 

1.280. Discipline. 

Section 24-24 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5] provides for teachers, other licensed educational 

employees (except for individuals employed as a paraprofessional educator) and persons providing a 

related service for or with respect to a student as determined by the board of education to maintain 

discipline in the schools. 

b) The board of education shall establish a policy on the administration of discipline in accordance with 

the requirements of Sections 10-20.14 and 24-24 of the School Code and disseminate that policy as 

provided in Section 10-20.14 of the School Code. 
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In-School Discipline 

Use of multi-tiered discipline approaches 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-22.6. Suspension or expulsion of pupils; school searches.  

(b-5) Among the many possible disciplinary interventions and consequences available to school officials, 

school exclusions, such as out-of-school suspensions and expulsions, are the most serious. School 

officials shall limit the number and duration of expulsions and suspensions to the greatest extent 

practicable, and it is recommended that they use them only for legitimate educational purposes. To 

ensure that students are not excluded from school unnecessarily, it is recommended that school officials 

consider forms of non-exclusionary discipline prior to using out-of-school suspensions or expulsions. 

(b-10) Unless otherwise required by federal law or this Code, school boards may not institute zero-

tolerance policies by which school administrators are required to suspend or expel students for particular 

behaviors. 

REGULATIONS 

No relevant regulations found. 

Teacher authority to remove students from classrooms 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/24-24. Maintenance of discipline.  

[...] Nothing in this Section affects the power of the board to establish rules with respect to discipline; 

except that each board shall establish a policy on discipline, and the policy so established shall provide, 

subject to the limitations of all policies established or adopted under Section 14-8.05 [105 ILCS 5/14-

8.05], that a teacher, other certificated employee, and any other person, whether or not a certificated 

employee, providing a related service for or with respect to a student may use reasonable force as 

needed to maintain safety for the other students, school personnel or persons or for the purpose of self 

defense or the defense of property, shall provide that a teacher may remove a student from the 

classroom for disruptive behavior, and shall include provisions which provide due process to students. [...] 

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-84a. Maintenance of discipline.  

[...] Nothing in this Section affects the power of the board to establish rules with respect to discipline, 

except that the rules of the board must provide, subject to the limitations of all policies established or 

adopted under Section 14-8.05, that a teacher, other certificated employee, and any other person, 

whether or not a certificated employee, providing a related service for or with respect to a student may 

use reasonable force as needed to maintain safety for the other students, shall provide that a teacher 

may remove a student from the classroom for disruptive behavior, and must include provisions which 

provide due process to students. 

REGULATIONS 

No relevant regulations found. 
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Alternatives to suspension 

LAWS  

No relevant laws found. 

REGULATIONS 

No relevant regulations found. 

Use of corporal punishment 

LAWS  

§ 105 ILCS 5/24-24. Maintenance of discipline. 

[...] Nothing in this Section affects the power of the board to establish rules with respect to discipline; 

except that each board shall establish a policy on discipline, and [...] The policy shall not include slapping, 

paddling or prolonged maintenance of students in physically painful positions nor shall it include the 

intentional infliction of bodily harm. 

REGULATIONS 

No relevant regulations found. 

Use of student and locker searches 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-22.6. Suspension or expulsion of pupils; school searches.  

(e) To maintain order and security in the schools, school authorities may inspect and search places and 

areas such as lockers, desks, parking lots, and other school property and equipment owned or controlled 

by the school, as well as personal effects left in those places and areas by students, without notice to or 

the consent of the student, and without a search warrant. As a matter of public policy, the General 

Assembly finds that students have no reasonable expectation of privacy in these places and areas or in 

their personal effects left in these places and areas. School authorities may request the assistance of law 

enforcement officials for the purpose of conducting inspections and searches of lockers, desks, parking 

lots, and other school property and equipment owned or controlled by the school for illegal drugs, 

weapons, or other illegal or dangerous substances or materials, including searches conducted through 

the use of specially trained dogs. If a search conducted in accordance with this Section produces 

evidence that the student has violated or is violating either the law, local ordinance, or the school's 

policies or rules, such evidence may be seized by school authorities, and disciplinary action may be 

taken. School authorities may also turn over such evidence to law enforcement authorities.  

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-22.10a. Inspection for drugs. 

School boards are empowered to adopt a policy to authorize school officials to request the assistance of 

law enforcement officials for the purpose of conducting reasonable searches of school grounds and 

lockers for illegal drugs, including searches conducted through the use of specially trained dogs. 
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§ 105 ILCS 5/34-18.12. Inspection for drugs.  

The Board of Education is empowered to authorize school officials to request the assistance of law 

enforcement officials for the purpose of conducting reasonable searches of school grounds and lockers 

for illegal drugs, including searches conducted through the use of specially trained dogs. 

REGULATIONS 

No relevant regulations found. 

Other in-school disciplinary approaches 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-22.6. Suspension or expulsion of pupils; school searches. 

(f) Suspension or expulsion may include suspension or expulsion from school and all school activities and 

a prohibition from being present on school grounds.  

REGULATIONS 

No relevant regulations found. 



Illinois Compilation of School Discipline Laws and Regulations Page 16 

Out-of-School and Exclusionary Discipline: Suspensions, Expulsion, 

Restraint and Seclusion, and Alternative Placements 

Grounds for possible suspension or expulsion 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-22.6. Suspension or expulsion of pupils; school searches.  

(b) To suspend or by policy to authorize the superintendent of the district or the principal, assistant 

principal, or dean of students of any school to suspend pupils guilty of gross disobedience or misconduct, 

or to suspend pupils guilty of gross disobedience or misconduct on the school bus from riding the school 

bus, pursuant to subsections (b-15) and (b-20) of this Section, and no action shall lie against them for 

such suspension. The board may by policy authorize the superintendent of the district or the principal, 

assistant principal, or dean of students of any school to suspend pupils guilty of such acts for a period not 

to exceed 10 school days. If a pupil is suspended due to gross disobedience or misconduct on a school 

bus, the board may suspend the pupil in excess of 10 school days for safety reasons.  

Any suspension shall be reported immediately to the parents or guardian of a pupil along with a full 

statement of the reasons for such suspension and a notice of their right to a review. The school board 

must be given a summary of the notice, including the reason for the suspension and the suspension 

length. Upon request of the parents or guardian, the school board or a hearing officer appointed by it shall 

review such action of the superintendent or principal, assistant principal, or dean of students. At such 

review, the parents or guardian of the pupil may appear and discuss the suspension with the board or its 

hearing officer. If a hearing officer is appointed by the board, he shall report to the board a written 

summary of the evidence heard at the meeting. After its hearing or upon receipt of the written report of its 

hearing officer, the board may take such action as it finds appropriate. If a student is suspended pursuant 

to this subsection (b), the board shall, in the written suspension decision, detail the specific act of gross 

disobedience or misconduct resulting in the decision to suspend. The suspension decision shall also 

include a rationale as to the specific duration of the suspension. A pupil who is suspended in excess of 20 

school days may be immediately transferred to an alternative program in the manner provided in Article 

13A or 13B of this Code. A pupil must not be denied transfer because of the suspension, except in cases 

in which such transfer is deemed to cause a threat to the safety of students or staff in the alternative 

program.  

(c) The Department of Human Services shall be invited to send a representative to consult with the board 

at such meeting whenever there is evidence that mental illness may be the cause for expulsion or 

suspension.  

(d-5) The board may suspend or by regulation authorize the superintendent of the district or the principal, 

assistant principal, or dean of students of any school to suspend a student for a period not to exceed 10 

school days or may expel a student for a definite period of time not to exceed 2 calendar years, as 

determined on a case-by-case basis, if (i) that student has been determined to have made an explicit 

threat on an Internet website against a school employee, a student, or any school-related personnel, (ii) 

the Internet website through which the threat was made is a site that was accessible within the school at 

the time the threat was made or was available to third parties who worked or studied within the school 

grounds at the time the threat was made, and (iii) the threat could be reasonably interpreted as 

threatening to the safety and security of the threatened individual because of his or her duties or 

employment status or status as a student inside the school.  
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§ 105 ILCS 5/34-19. By-laws, rules and regulations; business transacted at regular meetings; 

voting; records.  

[...] It may expel, suspend or, subject to the limitations of all policies established or adopted under Section 

10-22.6 or 14-8.05, otherwise discipline any pupil found guilty of gross disobedience, misconduct, or other 

violation of the by-laws, rules, and regulations, including gross disobedience or misconduct perpetuated 

by electronic means. [...]  

REGULATIONS 

No relevant regulations found. 

Grounds for mandatory suspension or expulsion 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-22.6. Suspension or expulsion of pupils; school searches. 

(d) The board may expel a student for a definite period of time not to exceed 2 calendar years, as 

determined on a case-by-case basis. A student who is determined to have brought one of the following 

objects to school, any school-sponsored activity or event, or any activity or event that bears a reasonable 

relationship to school shall be expelled for a period of not less than one year: 

(1) A firearm. For the purposes of this Section, "firearm" means any gun, rifle, shotgun, weapon as 

defined by Section 921 of Title 18 of the United States Code, firearm as defined in Section 1.1 of the 

Firearm Owners Identification Card Act, or firearm as defined in Section 24-1 of the Criminal Code of 

2012. The expulsion period under this subdivision (1) may be modified by the superintendent, and the 

superintendent's determination may be modified by the board on a case-by-case basis. 

(2) A knife, brass knuckles or other knuckle weapon regardless of its composition, a billy club, or any 

other object if used or attempted to be used to cause bodily harm, including "look alikes" of any firearm 

as defined in subdivision (1) of this subsection (d). The expulsion requirement under this subdivision (2) 

may be modified by the superintendent, and the superintendent's determination may be modified by the 

board on a case-by-case basis. 

Expulsion or suspension shall be construed in a manner consistent with the Federal Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act. A student who is subject to suspension or expulsion as provided in this 

Section may be eligible for a transfer to an alternative school program in accordance with Article 13A of 

the School Code.  

§ 105 ILCS 5/31-3. Suspension or expulsion of members, pledges and solicitors. 

The governing body of any public school shall suspend or expel any pupil who is a member of or joins or 

promises to join, or who becomes pledged to become a member of, or who solicits any other person to 

join, promise to join or be pledged to become a member of any public school fraternity, sorority or secret 

society. 

REGULATIONS 

No relevant regulations found. 
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Limitations, conditions or exclusions for use of suspension or 

expulsion 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-22.6. Suspension or expulsion of pupils; school searches.  

(b-5) Among the many possible disciplinary interventions and consequences available to school officials, 

school exclusions, such as out-of-school suspensions and expulsions, are the most serious. School 

officials shall limit the number and duration of expulsions and suspensions to the greatest extent 

practicable, and it is recommended that they use them only for legitimate educational purposes. To 

ensure that students are not excluded from school unnecessarily, it is recommended that school officials 

consider forms of non-exclusionary discipline prior to using out-of-school suspensions or expulsions. 

(b-10) Unless otherwise required by federal law or this Code, school boards may not institute zero-

tolerance policies by which school administrators are required to suspend or expel students for particular 

behaviors. 

(b-15) Out-of-school suspensions of 3 days or less may be used only if the student's continuing presence 

in school would pose a threat to school safety or a disruption to other students' learning opportunities. For 

purposes of this subsection (b-15), "threat to school safety or a disruption to other students' learning 

opportunities" shall be determined on a case-by-case basis by the school board or its designee. School 

officials shall make all reasonable efforts to resolve such threats, address such disruptions, and minimize 

the length of suspensions to the greatest extent practicable. 

(b-20) Unless otherwise required by this Code, out-of-school suspensions of longer than 3 days, 

expulsions, and disciplinary removals to alternative schools may be used only if other appropriate and 

available behavioral and disciplinary interventions have been exhausted and the student's continuing 

presence in school would either (i) pose a threat to the safety of other students, staff, or members of the 

school community or (ii) substantially disrupt, impede, or interfere with the operation of the school. For 

purposes of this subsection (b-20), "threat to the safety of other students, staff, or members of the school 

community" and "substantially disrupt, impede, or interfere with the operation of the school" shall be 

determined on a case-by-case basis by school officials. For purposes of this subsection (b-20), the 

determination of whether "appropriate and available behavioral and disciplinary interventions have been 

exhausted" shall be made by school officials. School officials shall make all reasonable efforts to resolve 

such threats, address such disruptions, and minimize the length of student exclusions to the greatest 

extent practicable. Within the suspension decision described in subsection (b) of this Section or the 

expulsion decision described in subsection (a) of this Section, it shall be documented whether other 

interventions were attempted or whether it was determined that there were no other appropriate and 

available interventions. 

(b-25) Students who are suspended out-of-school for longer than 4 school days shall be provided 

appropriate and available support services during the period of their suspension. For purposes of this 

subsection (b-25), "appropriate and available support services" shall be determined by school authorities. 

Within the suspension decision described in subsection (b) of this Section, it shall be documented 

whether such services are to be provided or whether it was determined that there are no such appropriate 

and available services. 

A school district may refer students who are expelled to appropriate and available support services. 

A school district shall create a policy to facilitate the re-engagement of students who are suspended out-

of-school, expelled, or returning from an alternative school setting. 
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(b-30) A school district shall create a policy by which suspended pupils, including those pupils suspended 

from the school bus who do not have alternate transportation to school, shall have the opportunity to 

make up work for equivalent academic credit. It shall be the responsibility of a pupil's parent or guardian 

to notify school officials that a pupil suspended from the school bus does not have alternate transportation 

to school.  

(c) The Department of Human Services shall be invited to send a representative to consult with the board 

at such meeting whenever there is evidence that mental illness may be the cause for expulsion or 

suspension.  

(c-5) School districts shall make reasonable efforts to provide ongoing professional development to 

teachers, administrators, school board members, school resource officers, and staff on the adverse 

consequences of school exclusion and justice-system involvement, effective classroom management 

strategies, culturally responsive discipline, the appropriate and available supportive services for the 

promotion of student attendance and engagement, and developmentally appropriate disciplinary methods 

that promote positive and healthy school climates.  

(d) The board may expel a student for a definite period of time not to exceed 2 calendar years, as 

determined on a case-by-case basis. A student who is determined to have brought one of the following 

objects to school, any school-sponsored activity or event, or any activity or event that bears a reasonable 

relationship to school shall be expelled for a period of not less than one year: 

(1) A firearm. For the purposes of this Section, "firearm" means any gun, rifle, shotgun, weapon as 

defined by Section 921 of Title 18 of the United States Code, firearm as defined in Section 1.1 of the 

Firearm Owners Identification Card Act, or firearm as defined in Section 24-1 of the Criminal Code of 

2012. The expulsion period under this subdivision (1) may be modified by the superintendent, and the 

superintendent's determination may be modified by the board on a case-by-case basis. 

(2) A knife, brass knuckles or other knuckle weapon regardless of its composition, a billy club, or any 

other object if used or attempted to be used to cause bodily harm, including "look alikes" of any firearm 

as defined in subdivision (1) of this subsection (d). The expulsion requirement under this subdivision (2) 

may be modified by the superintendent, and the superintendent's determination may be modified by the 

board on a case-by-case basis. 

Expulsion or suspension shall be construed in a manner consistent with the Federal Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act. A student who is subject to suspension or expulsion as provided in this Section 

may be eligible for a transfer to an alternative school program in accordance with Article 13A of the 

School Code.  

(d-5) The board may suspend or by regulation authorize the superintendent of the district or the principal, 

assistant principal, or dean of students of any school to suspend a student for a period not to exceed 10 

school days or may expel a student for a definite period of time not to exceed 2 calendar years, as 

determined on a case-by-case basis, if (i) that student has been determined to have made an explicit 

threat on an Internet website against a school employee, a student, or any school-related personnel, (ii) 

the Internet website through which the threat was made is a site that was accessible within the school at 

the time the threat was made or was available to third parties who worked or studied within the school 

grounds at the time the threat was made, and (iii) the threat could be reasonably interpreted as 

threatening to the safety and security of the threatened individual because of his or her duties or 

employment status or status as a student inside the school.  

(f) Suspension or expulsion may include suspension or expulsion from school and all school activities and 

a prohibition from being present on school grounds.  

(g) A school district may adopt a policy providing that if a student is suspended or expelled for any reason 

from any public or private school in this or any other state, the student must complete the entire term of 

the suspension or expulsion in an alternative school program under Article 13A of this Code or an 



Illinois Compilation of School Discipline Laws and Regulations Page 20 

alternative learning opportunities program under Article 13B of this Code before being admitted into the 

school district if there is no threat to the safety of students or staff in the alternative program.  

(h) School officials shall not advise or encourage students to drop out voluntarily due to behavioral or 

academic difficulties. 

(i) A student may not be issued a monetary fine or fee as a disciplinary consequence, though this shall 

not preclude requiring a student to provide restitution for lost, stolen, or damaged property. 

(j) Subsections (a) through (i) of this Section shall apply to elementary and secondary schools, charter 

schools, special charter districts, and school districts organized under Article 34 of this Code.  

(k) The expulsion of children enrolled in programs funded under Section 1C-2 of this Code is subject to 

the requirements under paragraph (7) of subsection (a) of Section 2-3.71 of this Code. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-12. Punitive action.  

(a) No punitive action, including out of school suspensions, expulsions or court action, shall be taken 

against chronic truants for such truancy unless appropriate and available supportive services and other 

school resources have been provided to the student.  

(b) A school district may not refer a truant, chronic truant, or truant minor to any other local public entity, 

as defined under Section 1-206 of the Local Governmental and Governmental Employees Tort Immunity 

Act, for that local public entity to issue the child a fine or a fee as punishment for his or her truancy. 

(c) A school district may refer any person having custody or control of a truant, chronic truant, or truant 

minor to any other local public entity, as defined under Section 1-206 of the Local Governmental and 

Governmental Employees Tort Immunity Act, for that local public entity to issue the person a fine or fee 

for the child's truancy only if the school district's truant officer, regional office of education, or intermediate 

service center has been notified of the truant behavior and the school district, regional office of education, 

or intermediate service center has offered all appropriate and available supportive services and other 

school resources to the child. Before a school district may refer a person having custody or control of a 

child to a municipality, as defined under Section 1-1-2 of the Illinois Municipal Code, the school district 

must provide the following appropriate and available services: 

(1) For any child who is a homeless child, as defined under Section 1-5 of the Education for Homeless 

Children Act, a meeting between the child, the person having custody or control of the child, relevant 

school personnel, and a homeless liaison to discuss any barriers to the child's attendance due to the 

child's transitional living situation and to construct a plan that removes these barriers. 

(2) For any child with a documented disability, a meeting between the child, the person having custody 

or control of the child, and relevant school personnel to review the child's current needs and address 

the appropriateness of the child's placement and services. For any child subject to Article 14 of this 

Code, this meeting shall be an individualized education program meeting and shall include relevant 

members of the individualized education program team. For any child with a disability under Section 

504 of the federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794), this meeting shall be a Section 504 plan 

review and include relevant members of the Section 504 plan team. 

(3) For any child currently being evaluated by a school district for a disability or for whom the school has 

a basis of knowledge that the child is a child with a disability under 20 U.S.C. 1415(k)(5), the completion 

of the evaluation and determination of the child's eligibility for special education services. 

(d) Before a school district may refer a person having custody or control of a child to a local public entity 

under this Section, the school district must document any appropriate and available supportive services 

offered to the child. In the event a meeting under this Section does not occur, a school district must have 

documentation that it made reasonable efforts to convene the meeting at a mutually convenient time and 
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date for the school district and the person having custody or control of the child and, but for the conduct of 

that person, the meeting would have occurred. 

REGULATIONS 

No relevant regulations found. 

Administrative procedures related to suspension and expulsion 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-22.6. Suspension or expulsion of pupils; school searches.  

(a) To expel pupils guilty of gross disobedience or misconduct, including gross disobedience or 

misconduct perpetuated by electronic means, pursuant to subsection (b-20) of this Section, and no action 

shall lie against them for such expulsion. Expulsion shall take place only after the parents have been 

requested to appear at a meeting of the board, or with a hearing officer appointed by it, to discuss their 

child's behavior. Such request shall be made by registered or certified mail and shall state the time, place 

and purpose of the meeting. The board, or a hearing officer appointed by it, at such meeting shall state 

the reasons for dismissal and the date on which the expulsion is to become effective. If a hearing officer 

is appointed by the board, he shall report to the board a written summary of the evidence heard at the 

meeting and the board may take such action thereon as it finds appropriate. If the board acts to expel a 

pupil, the written expulsion decision shall detail the specific reasons why removing the pupil from the 

learning environment is in the best interest of the school. The expulsion decision shall also include a 

rationale as to the specific duration of the expulsion. An expelled pupil may be immediately transferred to 

an alternative program in the manner provided in Article 13A or 13B of this Code. A pupil must not be 

denied transfer because of the expulsion, except in cases in which such transfer is deemed to cause a 

threat to the safety of students or staff in the alternative program.  

(b) To suspend or by policy to authorize the superintendent of the district or the principal, assistant 

principal, or dean of students of any school to suspend pupils guilty of gross disobedience or misconduct, 

or to suspend pupils guilty of gross disobedience or misconduct on the school bus from riding the school 

bus, pursuant to subsections (b-15) and (b-20) of this Section, and no action shall lie against them for 

such suspension. The board may by policy authorize the superintendent of the district or the principal, 

assistant principal, or dean of students of any school to suspend pupils guilty of such acts for a period not 

to exceed 10 school days. If a pupil is suspended due to gross disobedience or misconduct on a school 

bus, the board may suspend the pupil in excess of 10 school days for safety reasons.  

Any suspension shall be reported immediately to the parents or guardian of a pupil along with a full 

statement of the reasons for such suspension and a notice of their right to a review. The school board 

must be given a summary of the notice, including the reason for the suspension and the suspension 

length. Upon request of the parents or guardian, the school board or a hearing officer appointed by it shall 

review such action of the superintendent or principal, assistant principal, or dean of students. At such 

review, the parents or guardian of the pupil may appear and discuss the suspension with the board or its 

hearing officer. If a hearing officer is appointed by the board, he shall report to the board a written 

summary of the evidence heard at the meeting. After its hearing or upon receipt of the written report of its 

hearing officer, the board may take such action as it finds appropriate. If a student is suspended pursuant 

to this subsection (b), the board shall, in the written suspension decision, detail the specific act of gross 

disobedience or misconduct resulting in the decision to suspend. The suspension decision shall also 

include a rationale as to the specific duration of the suspension. A pupil who is suspended in excess of 20 

school days may be immediately transferred to an alternative program in the manner provided in Article 

13A or 13B of this Code. A pupil must not be denied transfer because of the suspension, except in cases 
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in which such transfer is deemed to cause a threat to the safety of students or staff in the alternative 

program.  

(b-5) Among the many possible disciplinary interventions and consequences available to school officials, 

school exclusions, such as out-of-school suspensions and expulsions, are the most serious. School 

officials shall limit the number and duration of expulsions and suspensions to the greatest extent 

practicable, and it is recommended that they use them only for legitimate educational purposes. To 

ensure that students are not excluded from school unnecessarily, it is recommended that school officials 

consider forms of non-exclusionary discipline prior to using out-of-school suspensions or expulsions. 

(b-10) Unless otherwise required by federal law or this Code, school boards may not institute zero-

tolerance policies by which school administrators are required to suspend or expel students for particular 

behaviors. 

(b-15) Out-of-school suspensions of 3 days or less may be used only if the student's continuing presence 

in school would pose a threat to school safety or a disruption to other students' learning opportunities. For 

purposes of this subsection (b-15), "threat to school safety or a disruption to other students' learning 

opportunities" shall be determined on a case-by-case basis by the school board or its designee. School 

officials shall make all reasonable efforts to resolve such threats, address such disruptions, and minimize 

the length of suspensions to the greatest extent practicable. 

(b-20) Unless otherwise required by this Code, out-of-school suspensions of longer than 3 days, 

expulsions, and disciplinary removals to alternative schools may be used only if other appropriate and 

available behavioral and disciplinary interventions have been exhausted and the student's continuing 

presence in school would either (i) pose a threat to the safety of other students, staff, or members of the 

school community or (ii) substantially disrupt, impede, or interfere with the operation of the school. For 

purposes of this subsection (b-20), "threat to the safety of other students, staff, or members of the school 

community" and "substantially disrupt, impede, or interfere with the operation of the school" shall be 

determined on a case-by-case basis by school officials. For purposes of this subsection (b-20), the 

determination of whether "appropriate and available behavioral and disciplinary interventions have been 

exhausted" shall be made by school officials. School officials shall make all reasonable efforts to resolve 

such threats, address such disruptions, and minimize the length of student exclusions to the greatest 

extent practicable. Within the suspension decision described in subsection (b) of this Section or the 

expulsion decision described in subsection (a) of this Section, it shall be documented whether other 

interventions were attempted or whether it was determined that there were no other appropriate and 

available interventions. 

(b-25) Students who are suspended out-of-school for longer than 4 school days shall be provided 

appropriate and available support services during the period of their suspension. For purposes of this 

subsection (b-25), "appropriate and available support services" shall be determined by school authorities. 

Within the suspension decision described in subsection (b) of this Section, it shall be documented 

whether such services are to be provided or whether it was determined that there are no such appropriate 

and available services. 

A school district may refer students who are expelled to appropriate and available support services. 

A school district shall create a policy to facilitate the re-engagement of students who are suspended out-

of-school, expelled, or returning from an alternative school setting. 

(b-30) A school district shall create a policy by which suspended pupils, including those pupils suspended 

from the school bus who do not have alternate transportation to school, shall have the opportunity to 

make up work for equivalent academic credit. It shall be the responsibility of a pupil's parent or guardian 

to notify school officials that a pupil suspended from the school bus does not have alternate transportation 

to school.  
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(c) The Department of Human Services shall be invited to send a representative to consult with the board 

at such meeting whenever there is evidence that mental illness may be the cause for expulsion or 

suspension.  

(c-5) School districts shall make reasonable efforts to provide ongoing professional development to 

teachers, administrators, school board members, school resource officers, and staff on the adverse 

consequences of school exclusion and justice-system involvement, effective classroom management 

strategies, culturally responsive discipline, the appropriate and available supportive services for the 

promotion of student attendance and engagement, and developmentally appropriate disciplinary methods 

that promote positive and healthy school climates.  

(d) The board may expel a student for a definite period of time not to exceed 2 calendar years, as 

determined on a case-by-case basis. A student who is determined to have brought one of the following 

objects to school, any school-sponsored activity or event, or any activity or event that bears a reasonable 

relationship to school shall be expelled for a period of not less than one year: 

(1) A firearm. For the purposes of this Section, "firearm" means any gun, rifle, shotgun, weapon as 

defined by Section 921 of Title 18 of the United States Code, firearm as defined in Section 1.1 of the 

Firearm Owners Identification Card Act, or firearm as defined in Section 24-1 of the Criminal Code of 

2012. The expulsion period under this subdivision (1) may be modified by the superintendent, and the 

superintendent's determination may be modified by the board on a case-by-case basis. 

(2) A knife, brass knuckles or other knuckle weapon regardless of its composition, a billy club, or any 

other object if used or attempted to be used to cause bodily harm, including "look alikes" of any firearm 

as defined in subdivision (1) of this subsection (d). The expulsion requirement under this subdivision (2) 

may be modified by the superintendent, and the superintendent's determination may be modified by the 

board on a case-by-case basis. 

Expulsion or suspension shall be construed in a manner consistent with the Federal Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act. A student who is subject to suspension or expulsion as provided in this 

Section may be eligible for a transfer to an alternative school program in accordance with Article 13A of 

the School Code.  

(d-5) The board may suspend or by regulation authorize the superintendent of the district or the principal, 

assistant principal, or dean of students of any school to suspend a student for a period not to exceed 10 

school days or may expel a student for a definite period of time not to exceed 2 calendar years, as 

determined on a case-by-case basis, if (i) that student has been determined to have made an explicit 

threat on an Internet website against a school employee, a student, or any school-related personnel, (ii) 

the Internet website through which the threat was made is a site that was accessible within the school at 

the time the threat was made or was available to third parties who worked or studied within the school 

grounds at the time the threat was made, and (iii) the threat could be reasonably interpreted as 

threatening to the safety and security of the threatened individual because of his or her duties or 

employment status or status as a student inside the school.  

(e) To maintain order and security in the schools, school authorities may inspect and search places and 

areas such as lockers, desks, parking lots, and other school property and equipment owned or controlled 

by the school, as well as personal effects left in those places and areas by students, without notice to or 

the consent of the student, and without a search warrant. As a matter of public policy, the General 

Assembly finds that students have no reasonable expectation of privacy in these places and areas or in 

their personal effects left in these places and areas. School authorities may request the assistance of law 

enforcement officials for the purpose of conducting inspections and searches of lockers, desks, parking 

lots, and other school property and equipment owned or controlled by the school for illegal drugs, 

weapons, or other illegal or dangerous substances or materials, including searches conducted through 

the use of specially trained dogs. If a search conducted in accordance with this Section produces 
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evidence that the student has violated or is violating either the law, local ordinance, or the school's 

policies or rules, such evidence may be seized by school authorities, and disciplinary action may be 

taken. School authorities may also turn over such evidence to law enforcement authorities.  

(f) Suspension or expulsion may include suspension or expulsion from school and all school activities and 

a prohibition from being present on school grounds.  

(g) A school district may adopt a policy providing that if a student is suspended or expelled for any reason 

from any public or private school in this or any other state, the student must complete the entire term of 

the suspension or expulsion in an alternative school program under Article 13A of this Code or an 

alternative learning opportunities program under Article 13B of this Code before being admitted into the 

school district if there is no threat to the safety of students or staff in the alternative program.  

(h) School officials shall not advise or encourage students to drop out voluntarily due to behavioral or 

academic difficulties. 

(i) A student may not be issued a monetary fine or fee as a disciplinary consequence, though this shall 

not preclude requiring a student to provide restitution for lost, stolen, or damaged property. 

(j) Subsections (a) through (i) of this Section shall apply to elementary and secondary schools, charter 

schools, special charter districts, and school districts organized under Article 34 of this Code.  

(k) The expulsion of children enrolled in programs funded under Section 1C-2 of this Code is subject to 

the requirements under paragraph (7) of subsection (a) of Section 2-3.71 of this Code. 

REGULATIONS 

No relevant regulations found. 

In school suspension 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/13B-20.5. Eligible activities and services. 

Eligible activities and services. Alternative learning opportunities programs may include without limitation 

evening high school, in-school tutoring and mentoring programs, in-school suspension programs, high 

school completion programs to assist high school dropouts in completing their education, support 

services, parental involvement programs, and programs to develop, enhance, or extend the transition for 

students transferring back to the regular school program, an adult education program, or a post-

secondary education program. 

REGULATIONS 

No relevant regulations found. 

Return to school following removal 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-22.6. Suspension or expulsion of pupils; school searches.  

(g) A school district may adopt a policy providing that if a student is suspended or expelled for any reason 

from any public or private school in this or any other state, the student must complete the entire term of 

the suspension or expulsion in an alternative school program under Article 13A of this Code or an 

alternative learning opportunities program under Article 13B of this Code before being admitted into the 

school district if there is no threat to the safety of students or staff in the alternative program.  
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REGULATIONS 

No relevant regulations found. 

Use of restraint and seclusion 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/2-3.130. Time out and physical restraint rules.  

The State Board of Education shall promulgate rules governing the use of time out and physical restraint 

in the public schools. The rules shall include provisions governing recordkeeping that is required when 

physical restraint or more restrictive forms of time out are used. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-20.33. Time out and physical restraint.  

Until rules are adopted under Section 2-3.130 of this Code, the use of any of the following rooms or 

enclosures for time out purposes is prohibited:  

(1) a locked room other than one with a locking mechanism that engages only when a key or handle is 

being held by a person; 

(2) a confining space such as a closet or box;  

(3) a room where the student cannot be continually observed; or 

(4) any other room or enclosure or time out procedure that is contrary to current guidelines of the State 

Board of Education. 

The use of physical restraints is prohibited except when (i) the student poses a physical risk to himself, 

herself, or others, (ii) there is no medical contraindication to its use, and (iii) the staff applying the restraint 

have been trained in its safe application. For the purposes of this Section, "restraint" does not include 

momentary periods of physical restriction by direct person-to-person contact, without the aid of material or 

mechanical devices, accomplished with limited force and that are designed (i) to prevent a student from 

completing an act that would result in potential physical harm to himself, herself, or another or damage to 

property or (ii) to remove a disruptive student who is unwilling to voluntarily leave the area. The use of 

physical restraints that meet the requirements of this Section may be included in a student's individualized 

education plan where deemed appropriate by the student's individualized education plan team. Whenever 

physical restraints are used, school personnel shall fully document the incident, including the events 

leading up to the incident, the type of restraint used, the length of time the student is restrained, and the 

staff involved. The parents or guardian of a student shall be informed whenever physical restraints are 

used. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-18.20. Time out and physical restraint.  

Until rules are adopted under Section 2-3.130 of this Code, the use of any of the following rooms or 

enclosures for time out purposes is prohibited:  

(1) a locked room other than one with a locking mechanism that engages only when a key or handle is 

being held by a person; 

(2) a confining space such as a closet or box;  

(3) a room where the student cannot be continually observed; or 

(4) any other room or enclosure or time out procedure that is contrary to current guidelines of the State 

Board of Education. The use of physical restraints is prohibited except when (i) the student poses a 

physical risk to himself, herself, or others, (ii) there is no medical contraindication to its use, and (iii) the 

staff applying the restraint have been trained in its safe application. For the purposes of this Section, 



Illinois Compilation of School Discipline Laws and Regulations Page 26 

"restraint" does not include momentary periods of physical restriction by direct person-to-person 

contact, without the aid of material or mechanical devices, accomplished with limited force and that are 

designed (i) to prevent a student from completing an act that would result in potential physical harm to 

himself, herself, or another or damage to property or (ii) to remove a disruptive student who is unwilling 

to voluntarily leave the area. The use of physical restraints that meet the requirements of this Section 

may be included in a student's individualized education plan where deemed appropriate by the 

student's individualized education plan team. Whenever physical restraints are used, school personnel 

shall fully document the incident, including the events leading up to the incident, the type of restraint 

used, the length of time the student is restrained, and the staff involved. The parents or guardian of a 

student shall be informed whenever physical restraints are used. 

REGULATIONS 

1.280. Discipline. 

Section 24-24 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5] provides for teachers, other licensed educational 

employees (except for individuals employed as a paraprofessional educator) and persons providing a 

related service for or with respect to a student as determined by the board of education to maintain 

discipline in the schools. 

a) The board of education shall establish and maintain a parent-teacher advisory committee as 

provided in  

b) The board of education shall establish a policy on the administration of discipline in accordance with 

the requirements of Sections 10-20.14 and 24-24 of the School Code and disseminate that policy as 

provided in Section 10-20.14 of the School Code. 

c) Any use of isolated time out or physical restraint permitted by a board's policy shall conform to the 

requirements of Section 1.285. If isolated time out or physical restraint is to be permitted, the policy 

shall include: 

1) the circumstances under which isolated time out or physical restraint will be applied; 

2) a written procedure to be followed by staff in cases of isolated time out or physical restraint; 

3) designation of a school official who will be informed of incidents and maintain the documentation 

required pursuant to Section 1.285 when isolated time out or physical restraint is used; 

4) the process the district or other administrative entity will use to evaluate any incident that results in 

an injury that the affected student (or the responsible parent or guardian), staff member, or other 

individual identifies as serious; 

5) a description of the alternative strategies that will be implemented when determined advisable 

pursuant to Section 1.285(f)(4); and 

6) a description of the district's or other administrative entity's annual review of the use of isolated 

time out or physical restraint, which shall include at least: 

A) the number of incidents involving the use of these interventions, 

B) the location and duration of each incident, 

C) identification of the staff members who were involved, 

D) any injuries or property damage that occurred, and 

E) the timeliness of parental notification and administrative review. 

d) In addition to, or as part of, its policy on the maintenance of discipline, each board of education shall 

adopt policies and procedures regarding the use of behavioral interventions for students with disabilities 
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who require intervention. Each board's policies and procedures shall conform to the requirements of 

Section 14-8.05(c) of the School Code. 

1.285. Requirements for the use of isolated time out and physical restraint. 

Isolated time out and physical restraint as defined in this Section shall be used only as means of 

maintaining discipline in schools (that is, as means of maintaining a safe and orderly environment for 

learning) and only to the extent that they are necessary to preserve the safety of students and others. 

Neither isolated time out nor physical restraint shall be used in administering discipline to individual 

students, i.e., as a form of punishment. Nothing in this Section or in Section 1.280 of this Part shall be 

construed as regulating the restriction of students' movement when that restriction is for a purpose other 

than the maintenance of an orderly environment (e.g., the appropriate use of safety belts in vehicles). 

a) "Isolated time out" means the confinement of a student in a time-out room or some other enclosure, 

whether within or outside the classroom, from which the student's egress is restricted. The use of 

isolated time out shall be subject to the following requirements. 

1) Any enclosure used for isolated time out shall: 

A) have the same ceiling height as the surrounding room or rooms and be large enough to 

accommodate not only the student being isolated but also any other individual who is required to 

accompany that student; 

B) be constructed of materials that cannot be used by students to harm themselves or others, be 

free of electrical outlets, exposed wiring, and other objects that could be used by students to harm 

themselves or others, and be designed so that students cannot climb up the walls (including walls 

far enough apart so as not to offer the student being isolated sufficient leverage for climbing); and 

C) be designed to permit continuous visual monitoring of and communication with the student. 

2) If an enclosure used for isolated time out is fitted with a door, either a steel door or a wooden door 

of solid-core construction shall be used. If the door includes a viewing panel, the panel shall be 

unbreakable. 

3) An adult who is responsible for supervising the student shall remain within two feet of the 

enclosure. 

4) The adult responsible for supervising the student must be able to see the student at all times. If a 

locking mechanism is used on the enclosure, the mechanism shall be constructed so that it will 

engage only when a key, handle, knob, or other similar device is being held in position by a person, 

unless the mechanism is an electrically or electronically controlled one that is automatically released 

when the building's fire alarm system is triggered. Upon release of the locking mechanism by the 

supervising adult, the door must be able to be opened readily. 

b) "Physical restraint" means holding a student or otherwise restricting his or her movements. "Physical 

restraint" as permitted pursuant to this Section includes only the use of specific, planned techniques 

(e.g., the "basket hold" and "team control"). 

c) The requirements set forth in subsections (d) through (h) of this Section shall not apply to the actions 

described in this subsection (c) because, pursuant to Section 10-20.33 of the School Code [105 ILCS 

5/10-20.33], "restraint" does not include momentary periods of physical restriction by direct person-to-

person contact, without the aid of material or mechanical devices, accomplished with limited force and 

designed to: 

1) prevent a student from completing an act that would result in potential physical harm to himself, 

herself, or another or damage to property; or 

2) remove a disruptive student who is unwilling to leave the area voluntarily. 

d) The use of physical restraint shall be subject to the following requirements. 
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1) Pursuant to Section 10-20.33 of the School Code, physical restraint may only be employed when: 

A) the student poses a physical risk to himself, herself, or others, 

B) there is no medical contraindication to its use, and 

C) the staff applying the restraint have been trained in its safe application as specified in subsection 

(h)(2) of this Section. 

2) Students shall not be subjected to physical restraint for using profanity or other verbal displays of 

disrespect for themselves or others. A verbal threat shall not be considered as constituting a physical 

danger unless a student also demonstrates a means of or intent to carry out the threat. 

3) Except as permitted by the administrative rules of another State agency operating or licensing a 

facility in which elementary or secondary educational services are provided (e.g., the Illinois 

Department of Corrections or the Illinois Department of Human Services), mechanical or chemical 

restraint (i.e., the use of any device other than personal physical force to restrict the limbs, head, or 

body) shall not be employed. 

4) Medically prescribed restraint procedures employed for the treatment of a physical disorder or for 

the immobilization of a person in connection with a medical or surgical procedure shall not be used as 

means of physical restraint for purposes of maintaining discipline. 

5) Any application of physical restraint shall take into consideration the safety and security of the 

student. Further, physical restraint shall not rely upon pain as an intentional method of control. 

6) In determining whether a student who is being physically restrained should be removed from the 

area where the restraint was initiated, the supervising adult shall consider the potential for injury to 

the student, the student's need for privacy, and the educational and emotional well-being of other 

students in the vicinity. 

7) If physical restraint is imposed upon a student whose primary mode of communication is sign 

language or an augmentative mode, the student shall be permitted to have his or her hands free of 

restraint for brief periods, unless the supervising adult determines that this freedom appears likely to 

result in harm to the student or others. 

e) Time Limits 

1) A student shall not be kept in isolated time out for longer than is therapeutically necessary, which 

shall not be for more than 30 minutes after he or she ceases presenting the specific behavior for 

which isolated time out was imposed or any other behavior for which it would be an appropriate 

intervention. 

2) A student shall be released from physical restraint immediately upon a determination by the staff 

member administering the restraint that the student is no longer in imminent danger of causing 

physical harm to himself, herself, or others. 

f) Documentation and Evaluation 

1) A written record of each episode of isolated time out or physical restraint shall be maintained in the 

student's temporary record. The official designated pursuant to Section 1.280(c)(3) of this Part shall 

also maintain a copy of each of these records. Each record shall include: 

A) the student's name; 

B) the date of the incident; 

C) the beginning and ending times of the incident; 

D) a description of any relevant events leading up to the incident; 

E) a description of any interventions used prior to the implementation of isolated time out or physical 

restraint; 



Illinois Compilation of School Discipline Laws and Regulations Page 29 

F) a description of the incident and/or student behavior that resulted in isolated time out or physical 

restraint; 

G) a log of the student's behavior in isolated time out or during physical restraint, including a 

description of the restraint techniques used and any other interaction between the student and staff; 

H) a description of any injuries (whether to students, staff, or others) or property damage; 

I) a description of any planned approach to dealing with the student's behavior in the future; 

J) a list of the school personnel who participated in the implementation, monitoring, and supervision 

of isolated time out or physical restraint; 

K) the date on which parental notification took place as required by subsection (g) of this Section. 

2) The school official designated pursuant to Section 1.280(c)(3) of this Part shall be notified of the 

incident as soon as possible, but no later than the end of the school day on which it occurred. 

3) The record described in subsection (f)(1) of this Section shall be completed by the beginning of the 

school day following the episode of isolated time out or physical restraint. 

4) The requirements of this subsection (f)(4) shall apply whenever an episode of isolated time out 

exceeds 30 minutes, an episode of physical restraint exceeds 15 minutes, or repeated episodes have 

occurred during any three-hour period. 

A) A licensed educator knowledgeable about the use of isolated time out or trained in the use of 

physical restraint, as applicable, shall evaluate the situation. 

B) The evaluation shall consider the appropriateness of continuing the procedure in use, including 

the student's potential need for medication, nourishment, or use of a restroom, and the need for 

alternate strategies (e.g., assessment by a mental health crisis team, assistance from police, or 

transportation by ambulance). 

C) The results of the evaluation shall be committed to writing and copies of this documentation shall 

be placed into the student's temporary student record and provided to the official designated 

pursuant to Section 1.280(c)(3) of this Part. 

5) When a student has first experienced three instances of isolated time out or physical restraint, the 

school personnel who initiated, monitored, and supervised the incidents shall initiate a review of the 

effectiveness of the procedures used and prepare an individual behavior plan for the student that 

provides either for continued use of these interventions or for the use of other, specified interventions. 

The plan shall be placed into the student's temporary student record. The review shall also consider 

the student's potential need for an alternative program or for special education. 

A) The district or other entity serving the student shall invite the student's parents or guardians to 

participate in this review and shall provide ten days' notice of its date, time, and location. 

B) The notification shall inform the parents or guardians that the student's potential need for special 

education or an alternative program will be considered and that the results of the review will be 

entered into the temporary student record. 

g) Notification to Parents 

1) A district whose policies on the maintenance of discipline include the use of isolated time out or 

physical restraint shall notify parents to this effect as part of the information distributed annually or 

upon enrollment pursuant to Sections 10-20.14 and 14-8.05(c) of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/10-

20.14 and 14-8.05(c)]. 

2) Within 24 hours after any use of isolated time out or physical restraint, the school district or other 

entity serving the student shall send written notice of the incident to the student's parents, unless the 

parent has provided the district or other entity with a written waiver of this requirement for notification. 

The notification shall include the student's name, the date of the incident, a description of the 
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intervention used, and the name of a contact person with a telephone number to be called for further 

information. 

h) Requirements for Training 

1) Isolated Time Out. Each district, cooperative, or joint agreement whose policy permits the use of 

isolated time out shall provide orientation to its staff members covering at least the written procedure 

established pursuant to Section 1.280(c)(2) of this Part. 

2) Physical Restraint 

A) Physical restraint as defined in this Section shall be applied only by individuals who have 

received systematic training that includes all the elements described in subsection (h)(2)(B) of this 

Section and who have received a certificate of completion or other written evidence of participation. 

An individual who applies physical restraint shall use only techniques in which he or she has 

received training within the preceding two years, as indicated by written evidence of participation. 

B) Training with respect to physical restraint may be provided either by the employer or by an 

external entity and shall include, but need not be limited to: 

i) appropriate procedures for preventing the need for physical restraint, including the de-

escalation of problematic behavior, relationship-building, and the use of alternatives to restraint; 

ii) a description and identification of dangerous behaviors on the part of students that may indicate 

the need for physical restraint and methods for evaluating the risk of harm in individual situations 

in order to determine whether the use of restraint is warranted; 

iii) the simulated experience of administering and receiving a variety of physical restraint 

techniques, ranging from minimal physical involvement to very controlling interventions; 

iv) instruction regarding the effects of physical restraint on the person restrained, including 

instruction on monitoring physical signs of distress and obtaining medical assistance; 

v) instruction regarding documentation and reporting requirements and investigation of injuries 

and complaints; and 

vi) demonstration by participants of proficiency in administering physical restraint. 

C) An individual may provide training to others in a particular method of physical restraint only if he 

or she has received written evidence of completing training in that technique that meets the 

requirements of subsection (h)(2)(B) of this Section within the preceding one-year period. 

830.150 Behavior Intervention. 

a) Behavior intervention is a therapeutic measure which is to be used only to prevent a student from 

causing damage to property or physical harm to himself/herself or others. The following procedures shall 

be used, as part of a behavior modification or management program. In no event shall restraint be used 

to punish or discipline a student or as a convenience to staff. 

b) Behavior intervention may include physically holding, or otherwise restricting the movement of the 

student's limbs, head or body. No mechanical or chemical restraint shall be permitted. Medically 

prescribed or monitored procedures for the treatment of an existing physical condition or the amelioration 

of a physical disability, such as braces and other medical equipment, are not considered restraints. The 

partial or total immobilization of a student for the purpose of performing a medical/surgical procedure is 

not restraint. 

c) Procedures for the use of physical restraint at the State Schools are as follows: 

1) physical restraint shall be employed in a humane and therapeutic manner. In no event shall restraint 

be used when it is medically contraindicated (i.e., could adversely affect the health of the student). 
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2) whenever physical restraint is used with a student whose primary communication is sign language, 

writing, or computer, the student shall be permitted to have his/her hands free from restraint for brief 

periods, except when freedom may result in physical harm to the student or others. A staff member 

skilled in the student's mode of communication shall be in attendance when the student's hands are 

free. 

3) the student must be released from restraint as soon as possible. The use of restraint shall not 

exceed 30 consecutive minutes. 

4) the person who initiates the restraint shall inform his/her supervisor as soon as possible and must 

submit a written detailed anecdotal report of the cause/conditions that called for the use of physical 

restraint. The report shall include the date, time, and location that the physical restraint took place. This 

report will be placed in the student's temporary records maintained by the State School with a copy to 

be sent to the parent of the student and through the chain of command to the facility administrator. 

d) All direct care staff shall be trained in behavior intervention techniques, including physical restraint, to 

prevent injury to the students. Documentation of training shall be maintained in the employee personnel 

files kept at each State School. Employees that have not completed the training may not employ physical 

restraint. 

Alternative placements 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/2-3.66. Truants' alternative and optional education programs.  

To establish projects to offer modified instructional programs or other services designed to prevent 

students from dropping out of school, including programs pursuant to Section 2-3.41, and to serve as a 

part time or full time option in lieu of regular school attendance and to award grants to local school 

districts, educational service regions or community college districts from appropriated funds to assist 

districts in establishing such projects. The education agency may operate its own program or enter into a 

contract with another not-for-profit entity to implement the program. The projects shall allow dropouts, up 

to and including age 21, potential dropouts, including truants, uninvolved, unmotivated and disaffected 

students, as defined by State Board of Education rules and regulations, to enroll, as an alternative to 

regular school attendance, in an optional education program which may be established by school board 

policy and is in conformance with rules adopted by the State Board of Education. Truants' Alternative and 

Optional Education programs funded pursuant to this Section shall be planned by a student, the student's 

parents or legal guardians, unless the student is 18 years or older, and school officials and shall 

culminate in an individualized optional education plan. Such plan shall focus on academic or vocational 

skills, or both, and may include, but not be limited to, evening school, summer school, community college 

courses, adult education, preparation courses for high school equivalency testing, vocational training, 

work experience, programs to enhance self concept and parenting courses. School districts which are 

awarded grants pursuant to this Section shall be authorized to provide day care services to children of 

students who are eligible and desire to enroll in programs established and funded under this Section, but 

only if and to the extent that such day care is necessary to enable those eligible students to attend and 

participate in the programs and courses which are conducted pursuant to this Section. School districts 

and regional offices of education may claim general State aid under Section 18-8.05 or evidence-based 

funding under Section 18-8.15 for students enrolled in truants' alternative and optional education 

programs, provided that such students are receiving services that are supplemental to a program leading 

to a high school diploma and are otherwise eligible to be claimed for general State aid under Section 18-

8.05 or evidence-based funding under Section 18-8.15, as applicable. 
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§ 105 ILCS 5/10-22.6. Suspension or expulsion of pupils; school searches.  

(b) [...] . A pupil who is suspended in excess of 20 school days may be immediately transferred to an 

alternative program in the manner provided in Article 13A or 13B of this Code. A pupil must not be denied 

transfer because of the suspension, except in cases in which such transfer is deemed to cause a threat to 

the safety of students or staff in the alternative program 

(d) The board may expel a student for a definite period of time not to exceed 2 calendar years, as 

determined on a case-by-case basis. A student who is determined to have brought one of the following 

objects to school, any school-sponsored activity or event, or any activity or event that bears a reasonable 

relationship to school shall be expelled for a period of not less than one year: 

(1) A firearm. For the purposes of this Section, "firearm" means any gun, rifle, shotgun, weapon as 

defined by Section 921 of Title 18 of the United States Code, firearm as defined in Section 1.1 of the 

Firearm Owners Identification Card Act, or firearm as defined in Section 24-1 of the Criminal Code of 

2012. The expulsion period under this subdivision (1) may be modified by the superintendent, and the 

superintendent's determination may be modified by the board on a case-by-case basis. 

(2) A knife, brass knuckles or other knuckle weapon regardless of its composition, a billy club, or any 

other object if used or attempted to be used to cause bodily harm, including "look alikes" of any firearm 

as defined in subdivision (1) of this subsection (d). The expulsion requirement under this subdivision (2) 

may be modified by the superintendent, and the superintendent's determination may be modified by the 

board on a case-by-case basis. 

Expulsion or suspension shall be construed in a manner consistent with the Federal Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act. A student who is subject to suspension or expulsion as provided in this 

Section may be eligible for a transfer to an alternative school program in accordance with Article 13A of 

the School Code.  

(g) A school district may adopt a policy providing that if a student is suspended or expelled for any reason 

from any public or private school in this or any other state, the student must complete the entire term of 

the suspension or expulsion in an alternative school program under Article 13A of this Code or an 

alternative learning opportunities program under Article 13B of this Code before being admitted into the 

school district if there is no threat to the safety of students or staff in the alternative program.  

§ 105 ILCS 5/13A-1. Legislative Declaration.  

The General Assembly finds and declares as follows:  

(e) Disruptive students typically derive little benefit from traditional school programs and may benefit 

substantially by being transferred from their current school into an alternative public school program, 

where their particular needs may be more appropriately and individually addressed and where they may 

benefit from the opportunity for a fresh start in a new educational environment. At those alternative 

school programs, innovative academic and school-to-work programs, including but not limited to the 

techniques of work based learning and technology delivered learning, can be utilized to best help the 

students enrolled in those schools to become productive citizens.  

For information on establishing truants' alternative and optional education programs as authorized in 

Section 2-3.66 of the School Code. [105 ILCS 5/2-3.66] see 

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/205ARK.pdf.  

(h) Every school district in the State shall do all it can to ensure a safe and appropriate educational 

environment for all of its students, and the first, but not the only, step school districts must take to 

achieve that goal is to administratively transfer disruptive students from the schools they currently 

attend to the alternative school programs created by this Article. Those administrative transfers will also 

provide optional educational programs to best fit the needs of the transferred students.  
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(i) Administrative transfers may prove more productive for dealing with disruptive students than out-of-

school suspensions or expulsions, which have been the subject of much criticism.  

§ 105 ILCS 5/13A-2.5. Disruptive student.  

"Disruptive student" includes suspension or expulsion eligible students in any of grades 6 through 12. 

Suspension or expulsion eligible students are those students that have been found to be eligible for 

suspension or expulsion through the discipline process established by a school district. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/13A-3. Alternative schools.  

(a) Except with respect to the Chicago public school system as provided in Section 13A-11, beginning 

with the 1996-97 school year, there is hereby created in this State a system of alternative school 

education programs. At least one alternative school program may be located within each educational 

service region or established jointly by more than one regional office of education to serve more than one 

educational service region.  

(b) Each regional superintendent shall hold a public hearing, by December 1 of the school year following 

the effective date of this amendatory Act of 1995, to determine the need for an alternative school. The 

hearing shall be held before the regional board. The regional superintendent, after consulting with the 

district superintendent of each school district located within the regional superintendent's educational 

service region and the regional board, shall determine the location and the need of the alternative school 

within that region. In making this determination, the regional superintendent shall consider the following:  

(1) the possible utilization of existing buildings, including but not limited to governmental buildings, that 

are, or could reasonably be made, usable as an alternative school; 

(2) which available option would be least costly; and  

(3) distances that administratively transferred students would need to travel and the costs of that travel. 

(c) Upon determination of the need for establishment of an alternative school program, each school 

district located within the region shall provide the regional superintendent with a copy of the district's 

discipline policy and procedure for effecting the suspension or expulsion of the students of that district. 

Thereafter, the regional superintendent in cooperation with a representative from each school district in 

the region shall establish and each school district in the region shall adopt policies and procedures that 

shall guide each district in the identification and placement of students in the alternative school program.  

(d) The regional superintendent shall locate the alternative school program so that it is as far away from 

any other school buildings or school grounds in that educational service region as circumstances permit.  

(e) With the approval of the State board, additional alternative school programs may be established in an 

educational service region. If the regional superintendent determines that an additional alternative school 

is required in the regional superintendent's educational service region, he or she may petition the State 

board to authorize one or more additional alternative school programs in that region.  

(f) In determining whether an additional alternative school program is necessary and appropriate for an 

educational service region requesting it, the State board shall consider, among other factors, the 

following:  

(1) the geographic size of the educational service region and distances that students within that region 

must travel in order to attend the existing alternative school program; 

(2) the student population of schools comprising the educational service region and the likely student 

population of all alternative school programs within that region if the petition is granted; 

(3) any other logistical considerations; and  

(4) the costs necessitated by establishing an additional alternative school in that educational service 

region. 
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(g) In the event the State board grants a petition for an additional alternative school program, then the 

State board, after consulting the regional superintendent, shall decide where the additional alternative 

school program shall be located within that region. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/13A-4. Administrative transfers.  

A student who is determined to be subject to suspension or expulsion in the manner provided by Section 

10-22.6 (or, in the case of a student enrolled in the public schools of a school district organized under 

Article 34, in accordance with the uniform system of discipline established under Section 34-19) may be 

immediately transferred to the alternative program. At the earliest time following that transfer appropriate 

personnel from the sending school district and appropriate personnel of the alternative program shall 

meet to develop an alternative education plan for the student. The student's parent or guardian shall be 

invited to this meeting. The student may be invited. The alternative educational plan shall include, but not 

be limited to all of the following:  

(1) The duration of the plan, including a date after which the student may be returned to the regular 

educational program in the public schools of the transferring district. If the parent or guardian of a 

student who is scheduled to be returned to the regular education program in the public schools of the 

district files a written objection to the return with the principal of the alternative school, the matter shall 

be referred by the principal to the regional superintendent of the educational service region in which the 

alternative school program is located for a hearing. Notice of the hearing shall be given by the regional 

superintendent to the student's parent or guardian. After the hearing, the regional superintendent may 

take such action as he or she finds appropriate and in the best interests of the student. The 

determination of the regional superintendent shall be final. 

(2) The specific academic and behavioral components of the plan. 

(3) A method and time frame for reviewing the student's progress. 

Notwithstanding any other provision of this Article, if a student for whom an individualized educational 

program has been developed under Article 14 is transferred to an alternative school program under this 

Article 13A, that individualized educational program shall continue to apply to that student following the 

transfer unless modified in accordance with the provisions of Article 14. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/13B-5. Legislative findings and declarations.  

The General Assembly finds and declares the following:  

(1) It is the responsibility of each school district to provide educational support for every student to meet 

Illinois Learning Standards. 

(2) School districts need flexibility and financial support to assist local schools in their efforts to provide 

students with educational and other services needed for students to successfully master the curriculum. 

(3) Alternative education in this State has traditionally provided student-centered curriculum, social 

services, and other support needed to help students succeed. 

(4) Standards-based reform requires a comprehensive approach to alternative education to ensure that 

every student has the opportunity to meet the State's rigorous learning standards. 

(5) While school districts operating alternative learning opportunities programs must comply with all 

applicable State and federal laws and rules, these districts should do so in a manner consistent with the 

goals and policies stated in this Article. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/13B-10. Purpose.  

The purpose of this Article is to specify the requirements for the operation of alternative learning 

opportunities programs, which are intended to provide students at risk of academic failure with the 

education and support services needed to meet Illinois Learning Standards and to complete their 
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education in an orderly, safe, and secure learning environment. Services provided under this Article 

should be provided in a manner that addresses individual learning styles, career development, and social 

needs to enable students to successfully complete their education.  

§ 105 ILCS 5/13B-15.10. Student at risk of academic failure.  

"Student at risk of academic failure" means a student at risk of not meeting the Illinois Learning Standards 

or not graduating from elementary or high school and who demonstrates a need for educational support 

or social services beyond that provided by the regular school program. Such students are eligible for 

services up to the age of 21.  

§ 105 ILCS 5/13B-15.15. Student Success Plan.  

"Student Success Plan" means a plan based on an assessment of a student's educational and social 

functioning and skills and that establishes goals and objectives for satisfactory performance in an 

alternative learning opportunities program. The Plan must (i) specify the curriculum and instructional 

methods to be used in improving the student's educational performance, (ii) outline the support services 

needed to remove barriers to learning, (iii) specify, when appropriate, the career development 

experiences the student will receive to enhance his or her career awareness, (iv) set objectives to ensure 

a successful transition back to the regular school program or to post-secondary educational options, and 

(v) outline the student's responsibilities under the Plan.  

§ 105 ILCS 5/13B-15.20. Support services. 

"Support services" include alcohol and drug rehabilitation; individual, group, and family counseling; 

mentoring; tutoring; school physicals; health and nutrition education; classroom aides; career counseling; 

child care; and any other social, health, or supplemental service approved as part of the Student Success 

Plan that is required by students for their academic success.  

§ 105 ILCS 5/13B-20. Alternative learning opportunities program.  

An alternative learning opportunities program shall provide a flexible standards-based learning 

environment, innovative and varied instructional strategies, a student-centered curriculum, social 

programs, and supplemental social, health, and support services to improve the educational achievement 

of students at risk of academic failure. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/13B-20.5. Eligible activities and services.  

Alternative learning opportunities programs may include without limitation evening high school, in-school 

tutoring and mentoring programs, in-school suspension programs, high school completion programs to 

assist high school dropouts in completing their education, support services, parental involvement 

programs, and programs to develop, enhance, or extend the transition for students transferring back to 

the regular school program, an adult education program, or a post-secondary education program.  

§ 105 ILCS 5/13B-20.10. Who may establish and operate programs.  

School districts may establish alternative learning opportunities programs or may contract with regional 

offices of education, intermediate service centers, public community colleges, non-profit or for-profit 

education providers, youth service agencies, community-based organizations, or other appropriate 

entities to establish alternative learning opportunities programs within the public school system and 

provide a range of alternative learning opportunities for those students in the State who do not meet 

Illinois Learning Standards. Districts may individually operate alternative learning opportunities programs 

or may collaborate with 2 or more districts or one or more regional offices of education or both or with 

intermediate service centers to create and operate alternative learning opportunities programs.  
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§ 105 ILCS 5/13B-20.15. Other eligible providers of alternative learning opportunities. 

School districts may contract with health, mental health, or human service organizations, workforce 

development boards or agencies, juvenile court services, juvenile justice agencies, juvenile detention 

programs, programs operated by the Department of Juvenile Justice, or other appropriate agencies or 

organizations to serve students whose needs are not being met in the regular school program by 

providing alternative learning opportunities.  

§ 105 ILCS 5/13B-20.20. Enrollment in other programs.  

High school equivalency testing preparation programs are not eligible for funding under this Article. A 

student may enroll in a program approved under Section 18-8.05 or 18-8.15 of this Code, as appropriate, 

or attend both the alternative learning opportunities program and the regular school program to enhance 

student performance and facilitate on-time graduation. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/13B-20.25. Eligible students.  

Students in grades 4 through 12 who meet enrollment criteria established by the school district and who 

meet the definition of "student at risk of academic failure" are eligible to participate in an alternative 

learning opportunities program funded under this Article. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the 

contrary, enrollment in a charter alternative learning opportunities program shall be open to any pupil who 

has been expelled or suspended for more than 20 days under Section 10-22.6 or 34-19 of this Code. All 

rights granted under this Article to a student's parent or guardian become exclusively those of the student 

upon the student's 18th birthday.  

§ 105 ILCS 5/13B-60.10. Parent conference.  

Before being enrolled in an alternative learning opportunities program, the student and each of his or her 

parents or guardians shall receive written notice to attend a conference to determine if the student would 

benefit from attending an alternative learning opportunities program. The conference must provide all of 

the information necessary for the student and parent or guardian to make an informed decision regarding 

enrollment in an alternative learning opportunities program. The conference shall include a discussion of 

the extent to which the student, if enrolled in the program, may participate in school activities. No student 

shall be enrolled in an alternative learning opportunities program without the consent of the student's 

parent or guardian. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/13B-70. Truancy and attendance problems.  

If a student is a chronic or habitual truant as defined in Section 26-2a of this Code or if a child has been 

ordered to attend school, the school district may consider the student for placement in an alternative 

learning opportunities program specifically designed to prevent truancy, supplement instruction for 

students with attendance problems, intervene to decrease chronic truancy, and provide alternatives to 

high school completion. A program operating pursuant to the truants' alternative and optional education 

program may contract with a school district or consortium to provide these services. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-18.24. Transfer of students.  

(a) The board shall establish and implement a policy governing the transfer of a student from one 

attendance center to another within the school district upon the request of the student's parent or 

guardian. A student may not transfer to any of the following attendance centers, except by change in 

residence if the policy authorizes enrollment based on residence in an attendance area or unless 

approved by the board on an individual basis:  

(1) An attendance center that exceeds or as a result of the transfer would exceed its attendance 

capacity. 
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(2) An attendance center for which the board has established academic criteria for enrollment if the 

student does not meet the criteria. 

(3) Any attendance center if the transfer would prevent the school district from meeting its obligations 

under a State or federal law, court order, or consent decree applicable to the school district. 

(b) The board shall establish and implement a policy governing the transfer of students within the school 

district from a persistently dangerous attendance center to another attendance center in that district that 

is not deemed to be persistently dangerous. In order to be considered a persistently dangerous 

attendance center, the attendance center must meet all of the following criteria for 2 consecutive years:  

(1) Have greater than 3% of the students enrolled in the attendance center expelled for violence-related 

conduct. 

(2) Have one or more students expelled for bringing a firearm to school as defined in 18 U.S.C. 921. 

(3) Have at least 3% of the students enrolled in the attendance center exercise the individual option to 

transfer attendance centers pursuant to subsection (c) of this Section. 

(c) A student may transfer from one attendance center to another attendance center within the district if 

the student is a victim of a violent crime as defined in Section 3 of the Rights of Crime Victims and 

Witnesses Act. The violent crime must have occurred on school grounds during regular school hours or 

during a school-sponsored event.  

(d) (Blank). 

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-19. By-laws, rules and regulations; business transacted at regular meetings; 

voting; records.  

[...] It may expel, suspend or, subject to the limitations of all policies established or adopted under Section 

10-22.6 or 14-8.05, otherwise discipline any pupil found guilty of gross disobedience, misconduct, or other 

violation of the by-laws, rules, and regulations, including gross disobedience or misconduct perpetuated 

by electronic means. An expelled pupil may be immediately transferred to an alternative program in the 

manner provided in Article 13A or 13B of this Code. A pupil must not be denied transfer because of the 

expulsion, except in cases in which such transfer is deemed to cause a threat to the safety of students or 

staff in the alternative program. A pupil who is suspended in excess of 20 school days may be 

immediately transferred to an alternative program in the manner provided in Article 13A or 13B of this 

Code. A pupil must not be denied transfer because of the suspension, except in cases in which such 

transfer is deemed to cause a threat to the safety of students or staff in the alternative program. [...] 

REGULATIONS  

205.35. Truants’ alternative and optional education programs - Required program components. 

Each program funded pursuant to Section 2-3.66 of the School Code shall include at least the following 

components. 

a) A comprehensive community-based program planning process that includes, but is not limited to, the 

participation of business, community organizations, social service providers, government agencies, 

parents, school administrators and other staff members, including teachers, and students, and that 

leads to the development and implementation of a strategic plan. 

1) The plan shall contain program goals and objectives developed by analyzing social and academic 

challenges in the community to be served by the truants' alternative and optional education program. 

2) The plan shall identify available community resources and services and describe how these will be 

coordinated to meet the needs of students identified as eligible for the program (see Section 

205.20(b) of this Part). 
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b) An Individualized Optional Education Plan, which is a written document developed in accordance 

with Section 2-3.66 of the School Code and this Part, that outlines an individual's academic, vocational 

and/or life skill needs, as well as goals and objectives and various educational and social experiences 

needed to reach those goals and objectives. The development of this plan shall include school officials, 

the student, and the student’s parents or legal guardians if the student is less than 18 years old. The 

individualized optional education plan for each student shall include: 

1) learning objectives or individual outcomes, such as increased school attendance, course credit, 

graduation, gains in achievement level, or employment; 

2) the basis upon which the student is referred to the program; 

3) the services that will be provided in relation to the student’s educational, social, and/or career 

development needs necessary to achieve the learning objectives or individual outcomes pursuant to 

subsection (b)(1) of this Section; 

4) assessment procedures to determine the degree to which the student is achieving his or her 

learning objectives or individual outcomes; 

5) a time period sufficient to allow the student to achieve those objectives or outcomes; and 

6) a statement that the student, parent, or guardian has the ultimate choice of whether to accept the 

individualized optional education plan that is offered or to return to or remain in the regular education 

program of the school district attended. 

c) Educational services that may include either:  

1) An Optional Education Program that provides a modified instructional program that incorporates 

State academic standards and, as appropriate to the student's needs, work-based learning and 

career development, and is established by school board policy to serve as a part-time or full-time 

option in lieu of regular school attendance in conformance with Section 2-3.66 of the School Code 

and this Part; or 

2) Supplemental services that provide students enrolled in the regular school program with supports 

(e.g., tutoring, mentoring, health services, home visits, counseling) that are needed to increase their 

attendance rates or prevent them from dropping out of school. 
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Disciplinary Approaches Addressing Specific Infractions and 

Conditions 

Firearms (as required by the Gun-Free Schools Act) 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-22.6. Suspension or expulsion of pupils; school searches.  

(d) The board may expel a student for a definite period of time not to exceed 2 calendar years, as 

determined on a case-by-case basis. A student who is determined to have brought one of the following 

objects to school, any school-sponsored activity or event, or any activity or event that bears a reasonable 

relationship to school shall be expelled for a period of not less than one year: 

(1) A firearm. For the purposes of this Section, "firearm" means any gun, rifle, shotgun, weapon as 

defined by Section 921 of Title 18 of the United States Code, firearm as defined in Section 1.1 of the 

Firearm Owners Identification Card Act, or firearm as defined in Section 24-1 of the Criminal Code of 

2012. The expulsion period under this subdivision (1) may be modified by the superintendent, and the 

superintendent's determination may be modified by the board on a case-by-case basis. 

Expulsion or suspension shall be construed in a manner consistent with the Federal Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act. A student who is subject to suspension or expulsion as provided in this Section 

may be eligible for a transfer to an alternative school program in accordance with Article 13A of the 

School Code.  

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-8.05. Reporting firearms in schools.  

On or after January 1, 1997, upon receipt of any written, electronic, or verbal report from any school 

personnel regarding a verified incident involving a firearm in a school or on school owned or leased 

property, including any conveyance owned, leased, or used by the school for the transport of students or 

school personnel, the general superintendent or his or her designee shall report all such firearm-related 

incidents occurring in a school or on school property to the local law enforcement authorities no later than 

24 hours after the occurrence of the incident and to the Department of State Police in a form, manner, 

and frequency as prescribed by the Department of State Police. The State Board of Education shall 

receive an annual statistical compilation and related data associated with incidents involving firearms in 

schools from the Department of State Police. As used in this Section, the term "firearm" shall have the 

meaning ascribed to it in Section 1.1 of the Firearm Owners Identification Card Act. 

§ 720 ILCS 5/24-1. Unlawful use of weapons. 

(c) Violations in specific places.  

(1) A person who violates subsection 24-1(a)(6) or 24-1(a)(7) in any school, regardless of the time of 

day or the time of year, in residential property owned, operated or managed by a public housing agency 

or leased by a public housing agency as part of a scattered site or mixed-income development, in a 

public park, in a courthouse, on the real property comprising any school, regardless of the time of day 

or the time of year, on residential property owned, operated or managed by a public housing agency or 

leased by a public housing agency as part of a scattered site or mixed-income development, on the real 

property comprising any public park, on the real property comprising any courthouse, in any 

conveyance owned, leased or contracted by a school to transport students to or from school or a school 

related activity, in any conveyance owned, leased, or contracted by a public transportation agency, or 

on any public way within 1,000 feet of the real property comprising any school, public park, courthouse, 

public transportation facility, or residential property owned, operated, or managed by a public housing 
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agency or leased by a public housing agency as part of a scattered site or mixed-income development 

commits a Class 2 felony and shall be sentenced to a term of imprisonment of not less than 3 years and 

not more than 7 years. 

(1.5) A person who violates subsection 24-1(a)(4), 24-1(a)(9), or 24-1(a)(10) in any school, regardless 

of the time of day or the time of year, in residential property owned, operated, or managed by a public 

housing agency or leased by a public housing agency as part of a scattered site or mixed-income 

development, in a public park, in a courthouse, on the real property comprising any school, regardless 

of the time of day or the time of year, on residential property owned, operated, or managed by a public 

housing agency or leased by a public housing agency as part of a scattered site or mixed-income 

development, on the real property comprising any public park, on the real property comprising any 

courthouse, in any conveyance owned, leased, or contracted by a school to transport students to or 

from school or a school related activity, in any conveyance owned, leased, or contracted by a public 

transportation agency, or on any public way within 1,000 feet of the real property comprising any 

school, public park, courthouse, public transportation facility, or residential property owned, operated, or 

managed by a public housing agency or leased by a public housing agency as part of a scattered site or 

mixed-income development commits a Class 3 felony. 

(2) A person who violates subsection 24-1(a)(1), 24-1(a)(2), or 24-1(a)(3) in any school, regardless of 

the time of day or the time of year, in residential property owned, operated or managed by a public 

housing agency or leased by a public housing agency as part of a scattered site or mixed-income 

development, in a public park, in a courthouse, on the real property comprising any school, regardless 

of the time of day or the time of year, on residential property owned, operated or managed by a public 

housing agency or leased by a public housing agency as part of a scattered site or mixed-income 

development, on the real property comprising any public park, on the real property comprising any 

courthouse, in any conveyance owned, leased or contracted by a school to transport students to or from 

school or a school related activity, in any conveyance owned, leased, or contracted by a public 

transportation agency, or on any public way within 1,000 feet of the real property comprising any 

school, public park, courthouse, public transportation facility, or residential property owned, operated, or 

managed by a public housing agency or leased by a public housing agency as part of a scattered site or 

mixed-income development commits a Class 4 felony. "Courthouse" means any building that is used by 

the Circuit, Appellate, or Supreme Court of this State for the conduct of official business. 

(3) Paragraphs (1), (1.5), and (2) of this subsection (c) shall not apply to law enforcement officers or 

security officers of such school, college, or university or to students carrying or possessing firearms for 

use in training courses, parades, hunting, target shooting on school ranges, or otherwise with the 

consent of school authorities and which firearms are transported unloaded enclosed in a suitable case, 

box, or transportation package. 

(4) For the purposes of this subsection (c), "school" means any public or private elementary or 

secondary school, community college, college, or university. 

(5) For the purposes of this subsection (c), "public transportation agency" means a public or private 

agency that provides for the transportation or conveyance of persons by means available to the general 

public, except for transportation by automobiles not used for conveyance of the general public as 

passengers; and "public transportation facility" means a terminal or other place where one may obtain 

public transportation. 

§ 720 ILCS 5/24-1.2. Aggravated discharge of a firearm. 

(a) A person commits aggravated discharge of a firearm when he or she knowingly or intentionally:  
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(7) Discharges a firearm in the direction of a person he or she knows to be a teacher or other person 

employed in any school and the teacher or other employee is upon the grounds of a school or grounds 

adjacent to a school, or is in any part of a building used for school purposes; 

(c) For purposes of this Section:  

"School" means a public or private elementary or secondary school, community college, college, or 

university.  

"School related activity" means any sporting, social, academic, or other activity for which students' 

attendance or participation is sponsored, organized, or funded in whole or in part by a school or school 

district. 

REGULATIONS 

No relevant regulations found. 

Other weapons 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-21.4a. Principals and assistant principals - Duties. 

[...] It shall also be the responsibility of the principal to utilize resources of proper law enforcement 

agencies when the safety and welfare of students and teachers are threatened by illegal use of drugs and 

alcohol, by illegal use or possession of weapons, or by illegal gang activity. [...] 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-22.6. Suspension or expulsion of pupils; school searches.  

(d) The board may expel a student for a definite period of time not to exceed 2 calendar years, as 

determined on a case-by-case basis. A student who is determined to have brought one of the following 

objects to school, any school-sponsored activity or event, or any activity or event that bears a reasonable 

relationship to school shall be expelled for a period of not less than one year: 

(2) A knife, brass knuckles or other knuckle weapon regardless of its composition, a billy club, or any 

other object if used or attempted to be used to cause bodily harm, including "look alikes" of any firearm 

as defined in subdivision (1) of this subsection (d). The expulsion requirement under this subdivision (2) 

may be modified by the superintendent, and the superintendent's determination may be modified by the 

board on a case-by-case basis. 

Expulsion or suspension shall be construed in a manner consistent with the Federal Individuals with 

Disabilities Education Act. A student who is subject to suspension or expulsion as provided in this 

Section may be eligible for a transfer to an alternative school program in accordance with Article 13A of 

the School Code. 

REGULATIONS 

No relevant regulations found. 
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Students with chronic disciplinary issues 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/2-3.41. Chronic truants and truancy prevention.  

The State Board of Education is empowered to enter into contracts with public or private agencies for the 

provision of educational services to chronic truants and for the prevention of truancy including training 

and developmental assistance provided an appropriation is made specifically for such purpose. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/13B-70. Truancy and attendance problems.  

If a student is a chronic or habitual truant as defined in Section 26-2a of this Code or if a child has been 

ordered to attend school, the school district may consider the student for placement in an alternative 

learning opportunities program specifically designed to prevent truancy, supplement instruction for 

students with attendance problems, intervene to decrease chronic truancy, and provide alternatives to 

high school completion. A program operating pursuant to the truants' alternative and optional education 

program may contract with a school district or consortium to provide these services. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-4.5. Chronic truants.  

(a) Office of Chronic Truant Adjudication. The board shall establish and implement an Office of Chronic 

Truant Adjudication, which shall be responsible for administratively adjudicating cases of chronic truancy 

and imposing appropriate sanctions. The board shall appoint or employ hearing officers to perform the 

adjudicatory functions of that Office. Principals and other appropriate personnel may refer pupils 

suspected of being chronic truants, as defined in Section 26-2a of this Code, to the Office of Chronic 

Truant Adjudication. 

(b) Notices. Before any hearing may be held under subsection (c), the principal of the school attended by 

the pupil or the principal's designee shall notify the pupil's parent or guardian by personal visit, letter, or 

telephone of each unexcused absence of the pupil. After giving the parent or guardian notice of the tenth 

unexcused absence of the pupil, the principal or the principal's designee shall send the pupil's parent or 

guardian a letter, by certified mail, return receipt requested, notifying the parent or guardian that he or she 

is subjecting himself or herself to a hearing procedure as provided under subsection (c) and clearly 

describing any and all possible penalties that may be imposed as provided for in subsections (d) and (e) 

of this Section.  

(c) Hearing. Once a pupil has been referred to the Office of Chronic Truant Adjudication, a hearing shall 

be scheduled before an appointed hearing officer, and the pupil and the pupil's parents or guardian shall 

be notified by certified mail, return receipt requested stating the time, place, and purpose of the hearing. 

The hearing officer shall hold a hearing and render a written decision within 14 days determining whether 

the pupil is a chronic truant as defined in Section 26-2a of this Code and whether the parent or guardian 

took reasonable steps to assure the pupil's attendance at school. The hearing shall be private unless a 

public hearing is requested by the pupil's parent or guardian, and the pupil may be present at the hearing 

with a representative in addition to the pupil's parent or guardian. The board shall present evidence of the 

pupil's truancy, and the pupil and the parent or guardian or representative of the pupil may cross examine 

witnesses, present witnesses and evidence, and present defenses to the charges. All testimony at the 

hearing shall be taken under oath administered by the hearing officer. The decision of the hearing officer 

shall constitute an "administrative decision" for purposes of judicial review under the Administrative 

Review Law.  

(d) Penalties. The hearing officer may require the pupil or the pupil's parent or guardian or both the pupil 

and the pupil's parent or guardian to do any or all of the following: perform reasonable school or 

community services for a period not to exceed 30 days; complete a parenting education program; obtain 
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counseling or other supportive services; and comply with an individualized educational plan or service 

plan as provided by appropriate school officials. If the parent or guardian of the chronic truant shows that 

he or she took reasonable steps to insure attendance of the pupil at school, he or she shall not be 

required to perform services.  

(e) Non-compliance with sanctions. If a pupil determined by a hearing officer to be a chronic truant or the 

parent or guardian of the pupil fails to comply with the sanctions ordered by the hearing officer under 

subsection (c) of this Section, the Office of Chronic Truant Adjudication may refer the matter to the State's 

Attorney for prosecution under Section 3-33.5 of the Juvenile Court Act of 1987.  

(f) Limitation on applicability. Nothing in this Section shall be construed to apply to a parent or guardian of 

a pupil not required to attend a public school pursuant to Section 26-1. 

REGULATIONS 

1.290. Absenteeism and truancy policies. 

a) Purpose. This Section establishes guidelines and criteria required by Section 26-13 of the School Code 

[105 ILCS 5/26-13], which provides that school districts shall adopt absenteeism and truancy policies 

identifying appropriate supportive services and available resources for truants and chronic truants. 

b) Content of Policies. Each school district shall develop an absenteeism and truancy policy including at 

least the following elements: 

1) A definition of a valid cause for absence in accordance with Section 26-2a of the School Code; 

2) A description of diagnostic procedures to be used for identifying the causes of unexcused student 

absenteeism, which shall, at a minimum, include interviews with the student, his or her parents or 

guardians, and any school officials or other parties who may have information about the reasons for the 

student's attendance problem; and 

3) The identification of supportive services to be made available to truant or chronically truant students. 

These services shall include, but need not be limited to, parent conferences, student counseling, family 

counseling, and information about existing community services which are available to truant and 

chronically truant students and relevant to their needs. 

Attendance and truancy 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-1. Compulsory school age-exemptions.  

Whoever has custody or control of any child (i) between the ages of 7 and 17 years (unless the child has 

already graduated from high school) for school years before the 2014-2015 school year or (ii) between 

the ages of 6 (on or before September 1) and 17 years (unless the child has already graduated from high 

school) beginning with the 2014-2015 school year shall cause such child to attend some public school in 

the district wherein the child resides the entire time it is in session during the regular school term, except 

as provided in Section 10-19.1, and during a required summer school program established under Section 

10-22.33B; provided, that the following children shall not be required to attend the public schools:  

1. Any child attending a private or a parochial school where children are taught the branches of 

education taught to children of corresponding age and grade in the public schools, and where the 

instruction of the child in the branches of education is in the English language; 

2. Any child who is physically or mentally unable to attend school, such disability being certified to the 

county or district truant officer by a competent physician licensed in Illinois to practice medicine and 

surgery in all its branches, a chiropractic physician licensed under the Medical Practice Act of 1987, a 



Illinois Compilation of School Discipline Laws and Regulations Page 44 

licensed advanced practice registered nurse, a licensed physician assistant, or a Christian Science 

practitioner residing in this State and listed in the Christian Science Journal; or who is excused for 

temporary absence for cause by the principal or teacher of the school which the child attends; the 

exemptions in this paragraph (2) do not apply to any female who is pregnant or the mother of one or 

more children, except where a female is unable to attend school due to a complication arising from her 

pregnancy and the existence of such complication is certified to the county or district truant officer by a 

competent physician; 

3. Any child necessarily and lawfully employed according to the provisions of the law regulating child 

labor may be excused from attendance at school by the county superintendent of schools or the 

superintendent of the public school which the child should be attending, on certification of the facts by 

and the recommendation of the school board of the public school district in which the child resides. In 

districts having part-time continuation schools, children so excused shall attend such schools at least 8 

hours each week; 

4. Any child over 12 and under 14 years of age while in attendance at confirmation classes; 

5. Any child absent from a public school on a particular day or days or at a particular time of day for the 

reason that he is unable to attend classes or to participate in any examination, study or work 

requirements on a particular day or days or at a particular time of day, because the tenets of his religion 

forbid secular activity on a particular day or days or at a particular time of day. Each school board shall 

prescribe rules and regulations relative to absences for religious holidays including, but not limited to, a 

list of religious holidays on which it shall be mandatory to excuse a child; but nothing in this paragraph 5 

shall be construed to limit the right of any school board, at its discretion, to excuse an absence on any 

other day by reason of the observance of a religious holiday. A school board may require the parent or 

guardian of a child who is to be excused from attending school due to the observance of a religious 

holiday to give notice, not exceeding 5 days, of the child's absence to the school principal or other 

school personnel. Any child excused from attending school under this paragraph 5 shall not be required 

to submit a written excuse for such absence after returning to school; 

6. Any child 16 years of age or older who (i) submits to a school district evidence of necessary and 

lawful employment pursuant to paragraph 3 of this Section and (ii) is enrolled in a graduation incentives 

program pursuant to Section 26-16 of this Code or an alternative learning opportunities program 

established pursuant to Article 13B of this Code; 

7. A child in any of grades 6 through 12 absent from a public school on a particular day or days or at a 

particular time of day for the purpose of sounding "Taps" at a military honors funeral held in this State 

for a deceased veteran. In order to be excused under this paragraph 7, the student shall notify the 

school's administration at least 2 days prior to the date of the absence and shall provide the school's 

administration with the date, time, and location of the military honors funeral. The school's 

administration may waive this 2-day notification requirement if the student did not receive at least 2 

days advance notice, but the student shall notify the school's administration as soon as possible of the 

absence. A student whose absence is excused under this paragraph 7 shall be counted as if the 

student attended school for purposes of calculating the average daily attendance of students in the 

school district. A student whose absence is excused under this paragraph 7 must be allowed a 

reasonable time to make up school work missed during the absence. If the student satisfactorily 

completes the school work, the day of absence shall be counted as a day of compulsory attendance 

and he or she may not be penalized for that absence; and 

8. Any child absent from a public school on a particular day or days or at a particular time of day for the 

reason that his or her parent or legal guardian is an active duty member of the uniformed services and 

has been called to duty for, is on leave from, or has immediately returned from deployment to a combat 

zone or combat-support postings. Such a student shall be granted 5 days of excused absences in any 
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school year and, at the discretion of the school board, additional excused absences to visit the student's 

parent or legal guardian relative to such leave or deployment of the parent or legal guardian. In the case 

of excused absences pursuant to this paragraph 8, the student and parent or legal guardian shall be 

responsible for obtaining assignments from the student's teacher prior to any period of excused 

absence and for ensuring that such assignments are completed by the student prior to his or her return 

to school from such period of excused absence. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-2a. [Terms defined]. 

A "truant" is defined as a child subject to compulsory school attendance and who is absent without valid 

cause from such attendance for a school day or portion thereof. 

"Valid cause" for absence shall be illness, observance of a religious holiday, death in the immediate 

family, family emergency, and shall include such other situations beyond the control of the student as 

determined by the board of education in each district, or such other circumstances which cause 

reasonable concern to the parent for the mental, emotional, or physical health or safety of the student. 

"Chronic or habitual truant" shall be defined as a child who is subject to compulsory school attendance 

and who is absent without valid cause from such attendance for 5% or more of the previous 180 regular 

attendance days. 

"Truant minor" is defined as a chronic truant to whom supportive services, including prevention, 

diagnostic, intervention and remedial services, alternative programs and other school and community 

resources have been provided and have failed to result in the cessation of chronic truancy, or have been 

offered and refused. 

A "dropout" is defined as any child enrolled in grades 9 through 12 whose name has been removed from 

the district enrollment roster for any reason other than the student's death, extended illness, removal for 

medical non-compliance, expulsion, aging out, graduation, or completion of a program of studies and who 

has not transferred to another public or private school and is not known to be home-schooled by his or 

her parents or guardians or continuing school in another country. 

"Religion" for the purposes of this Article, includes all aspects of religious observance and practice, as 

well as belief. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-3. Teachers furnished list-report of non-attendance-report of persons not on list.  

The clerk or secretary of the school board of all school districts except those employing district truant 

officers shall furnish the superintendent of schools at the beginning of the school year a list of the names 

and addresses of the children living in the district who come under the provisions of this Article and of 

persons having custody or control of such children. The superintendent shall at the opening of school and 

at other times when required by the regional superintendent of schools compare the list with the 

enrollment of the school or schools and report to the regional superintendent of schools the names of 

persons having custody or control of children included under the provisions of this Article who are truant 

or who are chronic or habitual truants for whom supportive services and other school resources have 

failed to correct the truant behavior and who are not in regular attendance at the public school, and the 

names of such children and their ages, stating in each case, if known, the cause of such absence. The 

report shall also contain the names of any other persons who were not enumerated in the list at the 

beginning of school and who have the custody or control of children not attending school. The regional 

superintendent shall, without delay, place such information at the disposal of the regional truant officer. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-3a. Report of pupils no longer enrolled in school.  

The clerk or secretary of the school board of all school districts shall furnish quarterly on the first school 

day of October, January, April and July to the regional superintendent and to the Secretary of State a list 

of pupils, excluding transferees, who have been expelled or have withdrawn or who have left school and 
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have been removed from the regular attendance rolls during the period of time school was in regular 

session from the time of the previous quarterly report. Such list shall include the names and addresses of 

pupils formerly in attendance, the names and addresses of persons having custody or control of such 

pupils, the reason, if known, such pupils are no longer in attendance and the date of removal from the 

attendance rolls. The list shall also include the names of: pupils whose withdrawal is due to extraordinary 

circumstances, including but not limited to economic or medical necessity or family hardship, as 

determined by the criteria established by the school district; pupils who have re-enrolled in school since 

their names were removed from the attendance rolls; any pupil certified to be a chronic or habitual truant, 

as defined in Section 26-2a; and pupils previously certified as chronic or habitual truants who have 

resumed regular school attendance. The regional superintendent shall inform the county or district truant 

officer who shall investigate to see that such pupils are in compliance with the requirements of this Article.  

Each local school district shall establish, in writing, a set of criteria for use by the local superintendent of 

schools in determining whether a pupil's failure to attend school is the result of extraordinary 

circumstances, including but not limited to economic or medical necessity or family hardship. 

If a pupil re-enrolls in school after his or her name was removed from the attendance rolls or resumes 

regular attendance after being certified a chronic or habitual truant, the pupil must obtain and forward to 

the Secretary of State, on a form designated by the Secretary of State, verification of his or her re-

enrollment. The verification may be in the form of a signature or seal or in any other form determined by 

the school board.  

The State Board of Education shall, if possible, make available to any person, upon request, a 

comparison of dropout rates before and after the effective date of this amendatory Act of the 94th General 

Assembly. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-5. Duties of truant officers.  

The truant officer of the school district, whenever notified by the Superintendent, teacher, or other person 

of violations of this Article, or the county truant officer, when notified by the County Superintendent, shall 

investigate all cases of truancy or non-attendance at school in their respective jurisdictions, and if the 

children complained of are not exempt under the provisions of this Article, the truant officer shall proceed 

as is provided in this Article. The county truant officer, within the county and the district truant officers, 

within their respective districts, shall in the exercise of their duties be conservators of the peace and shall 

keep the same, suppress riots, routs, affray, fighting, breaches of the peace, and prevent crime; and may 

arrest offenders on view and cause them to be brought before proper officials for trial or examination. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-6. List and reports in districts employing truant officers.  

In school districts which employ truant officers the clerk or secretary of the school board shall at the 

beginning of each school year furnish a copy of the last school census to the superintendent of schools 

(or principal teacher) in the district, together with the names and addresses of the truant officers in the 

district, and the superintendent, (or principal teacher) shall compare the census list with the enrollment of 

the school or schools and, from time to time, report to the proper truant officers the names and addresses 

of persons having custody or control of children included under the provisions of this Article who are 

truant or who are chronic or habitual truants for whom supportive services and other school resources 

have failed to correct the truant behavior and who are not in regular attendance at public schools and also 

the names of persons having custody or control of children who are not in regular attendance at school 

and whose names are not included in the census list. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-7. Notice to custodian-notice of non-compliance.  

If any person fails to send any child under his custody or control to some lawful school, the truant officer 

or, in a school district that does not have a truant officer, the regional superintendent of schools or his or 
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her designee shall, as soon as practicable after he is notified thereof, give notice in person or by mail to 

such person that such child shall be present at the proper public school on the day following the receipt of 

such notice. The notice shall state the date that attendance at school must begin and that such 

attendance must be continuous and consecutive in the district during the remainder of the school year. 

The truant officer or, in a school district that does not have a truant officer, the regional superintendent of 

schools or his or her designee shall at the same time that such notice is given notify the teacher or 

superintendent of the proper public school thereof and the teacher or superintendent shall notify the 

truant officer or regional superintendent of schools of any non-compliance therewith. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-8. Determination as to compliance - complaint in circuit court.  

A truant officer or, in a school district that does not have a truant officer, the regional superintendent of 

schools or his or her designee, after giving the notice provided in Section 26-7, shall determine whether 

the notice has been complied with. If 3 notices have been given and the notices have not been complied 

with, and if the persons having custody or control have knowingly and willfully permitted the truant 

behavior to continue, the regional superintendent of schools, or his or her designee, of the school district 

where the child resides shall conduct a truancy hearing. If the regional superintendent determines as a 

result of the hearing that the child is truant, the regional superintendent shall, if age appropriate at the 

discretion of the regional superintendent, require the student to complete 20 to 40 hours of community 

service over a period of 90 days. If the truancy persists, the regional superintendent shall (i) make 

complaint against the persons having custody or control to the state's attorney or in the circuit court in the 

county where such person resides for failure to comply with the provisions of this Article or (ii) conduct 

truancy mediation and encourage the student to enroll in a graduation incentives program under Section 

26-16 of this Code. If, however, after giving the notice provided in Section 26-7 the truant behavior has 

continued, and the child is beyond the control of the parents, guardians or custodians, a truancy petition 

shall be filed under the provisions of Article III of the Juvenile Court Act of 1987. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-8a. [Court petition content] 

The petition for court action shall include the name of the truant minor, the names and addresses of 

persons having custody or control of the student, the dates of the truant behavior, the dates and nature of 

contacts or conferences with the student and the persons having custody or control of the student, and 

the nature of the supportive services, alternative programs and other school resources the school district 

provided to that child in an effort to correct that child's truant behavior.  

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-8b. [Court petition filing] 

When a petition is filed, it shall be set for an adjudicatory hearing within 10 days and acted upon within 30 

days, subject to the provisions of the Juvenile Court Act or the Juvenile Court Act of 1987 if filed 

thereunder. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-9. School officers and teachers to assist truant officers.  

School officers, superintendents, teachers or other persons shall render such assistance and furnish such 

information as they have to aid truant officers in the performance of their duties. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-10. Fine for noncompliance. 

Any person having custody or control of a child subject to the provisions of this Article to whom notice has 

been given of the child's truancy and who knowingly and willfully permits such a child to persist in his 

truancy within that school year, upon conviction thereof shall be guilty of a Class C misdemeanor and 

shall be subject to not more than 30 days imprisonment and/or a fine of up to $500. 
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§ 105 ILCS 5/26-11. Punishment for certain offenses.  

Any person who induces or attempts to induce any child to be absent from school unlawfully, or who 

knowingly employs or harbors, while school is in session, any child absent unlawfully from school for 3 

consecutive school days, is guilty of a Class C misdemeanor. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-12. Punitive action.  

(a) No punitive action, including out of school suspensions, expulsions or court action, shall be taken 

against chronic truants for such truancy unless appropriate and available supportive services and other 

school resources have been provided to the student.  

(b) A school district may not refer a truant, chronic truant, or truant minor to any other local public entity, 

as defined under Section 1-206 of the Local Governmental and Governmental Employees Tort Immunity 

Act, for that local public entity to issue the child a fine or a fee as punishment for his or her truancy. 

(c) A school district may refer any person having custody or control of a truant, chronic truant, or truant 

minor to any other local public entity, as defined under Section 1-206 of the Local Governmental and 

Governmental Employees Tort Immunity Act, for that local public entity to issue the person a fine or fee 

for the child's truancy only if the school district's truant officer, regional office of education, or intermediate 

service center has been notified of the truant behavior and the school district, regional office of education, 

or intermediate service center has offered all appropriate and available supportive services and other 

school resources to the child. Before a school district may refer a person having custody or control of a 

child to a municipality, as defined under Section 1-1-2 of the Illinois Municipal Code, the school district 

must provide the following appropriate and available services: 

(1) For any child who is a homeless child, as defined under Section 1-5 of the Education for Homeless 

Children Act, a meeting between the child, the person having custody or control of the child, relevant 

school personnel, and a homeless liaison to discuss any barriers to the child's attendance due to the 

child's transitional living situation and to construct a plan that removes these barriers. 

(2) For any child with a documented disability, a meeting between the child, the person having custody 

or control of the child, and relevant school personnel to review the child's current needs and address 

the appropriateness of the child's placement and services. For any child subject to Article 14 of this 

Code, this meeting shall be an individualized education program meeting and shall include relevant 

members of the individualized education program team. For any child with a disability under Section 

504 of the federal Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794), this meeting shall be a Section 504 plan 

review and include relevant members of the Section 504 plan team. 

(3) For any child currently being evaluated by a school district for a disability or for whom the school has 

a basis of knowledge that the child is a child with a disability under 20 U.S.C. 1415(k)(5), the completion 

of the evaluation and determination of the child's eligibility for special education services. 

(d) Before a school district may refer a person having custody or control of a child to a local public entity 

under this Section, the school district must document any appropriate and available supportive services 

offered to the child. In the event a meeting under this Section does not occur, a school district must have 

documentation that it made reasonable efforts to convene the meeting at a mutually convenient time and 

date for the school district and the person having custody or control of the child and, but for the conduct of 

that person, the meeting would have occurred. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-14. Truancy programs for dropouts.  

Any dropout, as defined in Section 26-2a, who is 17 years of age may apply to a school district for status 

as a truant, and the school district shall permit such person to participate in the district's various programs 

and resources for truants. At the time of the person's application, the district may request documentation 

of his dropout status for the previous 6 months. 
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§ 105 ILCS 5/26-15. Truant minors.  

When a regional superintendent has reason to believe that a pupil is a truant minor as defined in Section 

26-2a, the regional superintendent may report such pupil under the provisions of the Juvenile Court Act. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-16. Graduation incentives program.  

(a) The General Assembly finds that it is critical to provide options for children to succeed in school. The 

purpose of this Section is to provide incentives for and encourage all Illinois students who have 

experienced or are experiencing difficulty in the traditional education system to enroll in alternative 

programs. 

(b) Any student who is below the age of 20 years is eligible to enroll in a graduation incentives program if 

he or she: 

(1) is considered a dropout pursuant to Section 26-2a of this Code; 

(2) has been suspended or expelled pursuant to Section 10-22.6 or 34-19 of this Code; 

(3) is pregnant or is a parent; 

(4) has been assessed as chemically dependent; or 

(5) is enrolled in a bilingual education or LEP program. 

(c) The following programs qualify as graduation incentives programs for students meeting the criteria 

established in this Section: 

(1) Any public elementary or secondary education graduation incentives program established by a 

school district or by a regional office of education. 

(2) Any alternative learning opportunities program established pursuant to Article 13B of this Code. 

(3) Vocational or job training courses approved by the State Superintendent of Education that are 

available through the Illinois public community college system. Students may apply for reimbursement 

of 50% of tuition costs for one course per semester or a maximum of 3 courses per school year. Subject 

to available funds, students may apply for reimbursement of up to 100% of tuition costs upon a showing 

of employment within 6 months after completion of a vocational or job training program. The 

qualifications for reimbursement shall be established by the State Superintendent of Education by rule. 

(4) Job and career programs approved by the State Superintendent of Education that are available 

through Illinois-accredited private business and vocational schools. Subject to available funds, pupils 

may apply for reimbursement of up to 100% of tuition costs upon a showing of employment within 6 

months after completion of a job or career program. The State Superintendent of Education shall 

establish, by rule, the qualifications for reimbursement, criteria for determining reimbursement amounts, 

and limits on reimbursement. 

(5) Adult education courses that offer preparation for high school equivalency testing. 

(d) Graduation incentives programs established by school districts are entitled to claim general State aid 

and evidence-based funding, subject to Sections 13B-50, 13B-50.5, and 13B-50.10 of this Code. 

Graduation incentives programs operated by regional offices of education are entitled to receive general 

State aid and evidence-based funding at the foundation level of support per pupil enrolled. A school 

district must ensure that its graduation incentives program receives supplemental general State aid, 

transportation reimbursements, and special education resources, if appropriate, for students enrolled in 

the program. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-18. Chronic absenteeism report and support. 

(a) As used in this Section:  
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"Chronic absence" means absences that total 10% or more of school days of the most recent academic 

school year, including absences with and without valid cause, as defined in Section 26-2a of this Code, 

and out-of-school suspensions for an enrolled student. 

"Student" means any enrolled student that is subject to compulsory attendance under Section 26-1 of 

this Code but does not mean a student for whom a documented homebound or hospital record is on file 

during the student's absence from school.  

(b) The General Assembly finds that:  

(1) The early years are a critical period in children's learning and development. Every child should be 

counted present every day. Every day of school matters. 

(2) Being absent too many days from school can make it difficult for students to stay on-track 

academically and maintain the momentum to graduate from high school in order to be college-or 

career-ready. 

(3) Every day of school attendance matters for all students and their families. It is crucial, therefore, that 

the implications of chronic absence be understood and reviewed regularly. 

(c) Beginning July 1, 2018, every school district, charter school, or alternative school or any school 

receiving public funds shall collect and review its chronic absence data and determine what systems of 

support and resources are needed to engage chronically absent students and their families to encourage 

the habit of daily attendance and promote success. The review shall include an analysis of chronic 

absence data from each attendance center or campus of the school district, charter school, or alternative 

school or other school receiving public funds. 

(d) School districts, charter schools, or alternative schools or any school receiving public funds are 

encouraged to provide a system of support to students who are at risk of reaching or exceeding chronic 

absence levels with strategies such as those available through the Illinois Multi-tiered Systems of Support 

Network. Schools additionally are encouraged to make resources available to families such as those 

available through the State Board of Education's Family Engagement Framework to support and engage 

students and their families to encourage heightened school engagement and improved daily school 

attendance. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-4.5. Chronic truants.  

(a) Office of Chronic Truant Adjudication. The board shall establish and implement an Office of Chronic 

Truant Adjudication, which shall be responsible for administratively adjudicating cases of chronic truancy 

and imposing appropriate sanctions. The board shall appoint or employ hearing officers to perform the 

adjudicatory functions of that Office. Principals and other appropriate personnel may refer pupils 

suspected of being chronic truants, as defined in Section 26-2a of this Code, to the Office of Chronic 

Truant Adjudication. 

(b) Notices. Before any hearing may be held under subsection (c), the principal of the school attended by 

the pupil or the principal's designee shall notify the pupil's parent or guardian by personal visit, letter, or 

telephone of each unexcused absence of the pupil. After giving the parent or guardian notice of the tenth 

unexcused absence of the pupil, the principal or the principal's designee shall send the pupil's parent or 

guardian a letter, by certified mail, return receipt requested, notifying the parent or guardian that he or she 

is subjecting himself or herself to a hearing procedure as provided under subsection (c) and clearly 

describing any and all possible penalties that may be imposed as provided for in subsections (d) and (e) 

of this Section.  

(c) Hearing. Once a pupil has been referred to the Office of Chronic Truant Adjudication, a hearing shall 

be scheduled before an appointed hearing officer, and the pupil and the pupil's parents or guardian shall 

be notified by certified mail, return receipt requested stating the time, place, and purpose of the hearing. 

The hearing officer shall hold a hearing and render a written decision within 14 days determining whether 
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the pupil is a chronic truant as defined in Section 26-2a of this Code and whether the parent or guardian 

took reasonable steps to assure the pupil's attendance at school. The hearing shall be private unless a 

public hearing is requested by the pupil's parent or guardian, and the pupil may be present at the hearing 

with a representative in addition to the pupil's parent or guardian. The board shall present evidence of the 

pupil's truancy, and the pupil and the parent or guardian or representative of the pupil may cross examine 

witnesses, present witnesses and evidence, and present defenses to the charges. All testimony at the 

hearing shall be taken under oath administered by the hearing officer. The decision of the hearing officer 

shall constitute an "administrative decision" for purposes of judicial review under the Administrative 

Review Law.  

(d) Penalties. The hearing officer may require the pupil or the pupil's parent or guardian or both the pupil 

and the pupil's parent or guardian to do any or all of the following: perform reasonable school or 

community services for a period not to exceed 30 days; complete a parenting education program; obtain 

counseling or other supportive services; and comply with an individualized educational plan or service 

plan as provided by appropriate school officials. If the parent or guardian of the chronic truant shows that 

he or she took reasonable steps to insure attendance of the pupil at school, he or she shall not be 

required to perform services.  

(e) Non-compliance with sanctions. If a pupil determined by a hearing officer to be a chronic truant or the 

parent or guardian of the pupil fails to comply with the sanctions ordered by the hearing officer under 

subsection (c) of this Section, the Office of Chronic Truant Adjudication may refer the matter to the State's 

Attorney for prosecution under Section 3-33.5 of the Juvenile Court Act of 1987.  

(f) Limitation on applicability. Nothing in this Section shall be construed to apply to a parent or guardian of 

a pupil not required to attend a public school pursuant to Section 26-1. 

REGULATIONS  

1.290. Absenteeism and truancy policies. 

a) Purpose. This Section establishes guidelines and criteria required by Section 26-13 of the School Code 

[105 ILCS 5/26-13], which provides that school districts shall adopt absenteeism and truancy policies 

identifying appropriate supportive services and available resources for truants and chronic truants. 

b) Content of Policies. Each school district shall develop an absenteeism and truancy policy including at 

least the following elements: 

1) A definition of a valid cause for absence in accordance with Section 26-2a of the School Code; 

2) A description of diagnostic procedures to be used for identifying the causes of unexcused student 

absenteeism, which shall, at a minimum, include interviews with the student, his or her parents or 

guardians, and any school officials or other parties who may have information about the reasons for the 

student's attendance problem; and 

3) The identification of supportive services to be made available to truant or chronically truant students. 

These services shall include, but need not be limited to, parent conferences, student counseling, family 

counseling, and information about existing community services which are available to truant and 

chronically truant students and relevant to their needs. 

205.20. Truants’ alternative and optional education programs - Purpose. 

b) Programs funded under this grant shall serve students identified as one of the following: 

1) a truant, as defined in Section 26-2a of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/26-2a]; or 

2) a chronic or habitual truant, as defined in Section 26-2a of the School Code; or 

3) a dropout, as defined in Section 26-2a of the School Code; or 
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4) a potential dropout, which is any student subject to compulsory attendance as defined in Article 26 of 

the School Code [105 ILCS 5/Art. 26] and whose school absences or pattern of school attendance 

impedes the student’s learning or contributes to the student’s failure to meet State and/or district 

learning standards. Attendance problems may include chronic truancy, truancy, selective absences, 

excessive absences or a pattern of absences or tardiness. In assessing whether marginal school 

attendance problems would place a student within the definition of "potential dropout," consideration 

shall be given to a student's personal involvement in the education process, apparent motivation to 

receive an education, or any continued and obvious apathy or disaffection for education, particularly, 

when indications of uninvolvement, lack of motivation or disaffection are coupled with currently known 

individual or family circumstances that, if they remain unresolved, would be reasonably expected to 

result in escalating attendance problems. (Source: Amended at 25 Ill. Reg. 2399, effective January 25, 

2001) 

Substance use 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/2-3.13a. School records; transferring students. 

[...] If a student is transferring from a public school, whether located in this or any other state, from which 

the student has been suspended or expelled for knowingly possessing in a school building or on school 

grounds a weapon as defined in the Gun Free Schools Act [20 USCS § 7151 et seq.], for knowingly 

possessing, selling, or delivering in a school building or on school grounds a controlled substance or 

cannabis, or for battering a staff member of the school, and if the period of suspension or expulsion has 

not expired at the time of the student attempts to transfer into another public school in the same or any 

other school district...and (ii) with the exception of transfers into the Department of Juvenile Justice school 

district, the student shall not be permitted to attend class in the public school into which he or she is 

transferring until the student has served the entire period of the suspension or expulsion imposed by the 

school from which the student is transferring [...] 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-20.5b. Tobacco prohibition.  

Each school board shall prohibit the use of tobacco on school property by any school personnel, student, 

or other person when such property is being used for any school purposes. The school board may not 

authorize or permit any exception to or exemption from the prohibition at any place or at any time, 

including without limitation outside of school buildings or before or after the regular school day or on days 

when school is not in session. "School purposes" include but are not limited to all events or activities or 

other use of school property that the school board or school officials authorize or permit on school 

property, including without limitation all interscholastic or extracurricular athletic, academic, or other 

events sponsored by the school board or in which pupils of the district participate. For purposes of this 

Section "tobacco" shall mean cigarette, cigar, or tobacco in any other form, including smokeless tobacco 

which is any loose, cut, shredded, ground, powdered, compressed or leaf tobacco that is intended to be 

placed in the mouth without being smoked. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-21.4a. Principals and assistant principals - Duties. 

[...] It shall also be the responsibility of the principal to utilize resources of proper law enforcement 

agencies when the safety and welfare of students and teachers are threatened by illegal use of drugs and 

alcohol, by illegal use or possession of weapons, or by illegal gang activity. [...] 
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§ 105 ILCS 5/34-18.11. Tobacco prohibition. 

The Board of Education shall prohibit the use of tobacco on school property when such property is being 

used for any school purposes. Neither the board nor the local school council may authorize or permit any 

exception to or exemption from the prohibition at any place or at any time, including without limitation 

outside of school buildings or before or after the regular school day or on days when school is not in 

session. "School purposes" include but are not limited to all events or activities or other use of school 

property that the school board or school officials authorize or permit on school property, including without 

limitation all interscholastic or extracurricular athletic, academic or other events sponsored by the school 

board or in which pupils of the district participate. For purposes of this Section "tobacco" shall mean 

cigarette, cigar, or tobacco in any other form, including smokeless tobacco which is any loose, cut, 

shredded, ground, powdered, compressed or leaf tobacco that is intended to be placed in the mouth 

without being smoked. 

REGULATIONS 

No relevant regulations found. 

Bullying, harassment, or hazing 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-20.14. Student discipline policies; Parent-teacher advisory committee. 

(d) The school board, in consultation with the parent-teacher advisory committee and other community-

based organizations, must include provisions in the student discipline policy to address students who 

have demonstrated behaviors that put them at risk for aggressive behavior, including without limitation 

bullying, as defined in the policy. These provisions must include procedures for notifying parents or legal 

guardians and early intervention procedures based upon available community-based and district 

resources. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-20.69. Policy on sexual harassment. 

Each school district must create, maintain, and implement an age-appropriate policy on sexual 

harassment that must be posted on the school district’s website and, if applicable, any other area where 

policies, rules, and standards of conduct are currently posted in each school and must also be included in 

the school district’s student code of conduct handbook. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/22-12. Preventing or interfering with a child's attendance at school.  

Whoever by threat, menace, or intimidation prevents any child entitled to attend a public or nonpublic 

school in this State from attending such school or interferes with any such child's attendance at that 

school shall be guilty of a Class A misdemeanor. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/27-13.3. Internet safety education curriculum.  

(a) The purpose of this Section is to inform and protect students from inappropriate or illegal 

communications and solicitation and to encourage school districts to provide education about Internet 

threats and risks, including without limitation child predators, fraud, and other dangers. 

(c) Each school may adopt an age-appropriate curriculum for Internet safety instruction of students in 

grades kindergarten through 12. However, beginning with the 2009-2010 school year, a school district 

must incorporate into the school curriculum a component on Internet safety to be taught at least once 

each school year to students in grades 3 through 12. The school board shall determine the scope and 

duration of this unit of instruction. The age-appropriate unit of instruction may be incorporated into the 
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current courses of study regularly taught in the district's schools, as determined by the school board, and 

it is recommended that the unit of instruction include the following topics: 

(5) Recognizing and reporting online harassment and cyber-bullying. 

(e) The State Board of Education shall make available resource materials for educating children regarding 

child online safety and may take into consideration the curriculum on this subject developed by other 

states, as well as any other curricular materials suggested by education experts, child psychologists, or 

technology companies that work on child online safety issues. Materials may include without limitation 

safe online communications, privacy protection, cyber-bullying [...] 

§ 105 ILCS 5/27-23.7. Bullying prevention. 

(a) The General Assembly finds that a safe and civil school environment is necessary for students to 

learn and achieve and that bullying causes physical, psychological, and emotional harm to students and 

interferes with students' ability to learn and participate in school activities. The General Assembly further 

finds that bullying has been linked to other forms of antisocial behavior, such as vandalism, shoplifting, 

skipping and dropping out of school, fighting, using drugs and alcohol, sexual harassment, and sexual 

violence. Because of the negative outcomes associated with bullying in schools, the General Assembly 

finds that school districts, charter schools, and non-public, non-sectarian elementary and secondary 

schools should educate students, parents, and school district, charter school, or non-public, non-sectarian 

elementary or secondary school personnel about what behaviors constitute prohibited bullying. 

Bullying on the basis of actual or perceived race, color, religion, sex, national origin, ancestry, age, marital 

status, physical or mental disability, military status, sexual orientation, gender-related identity or 

expression, unfavorable discharge from military service, association with a person or group with one or 

more of the aforementioned actual or perceived characteristics, or any other distinguishing characteristic 

is prohibited in all school districts, charter schools, and non-public, non-sectarian elementary and 

secondary schools. No student shall be subjected to bullying: 

(1) during any school-sponsored education program or activity; 

(2) while in school, on school property, on school buses or other school vehicles, at designated school 

bus stops waiting for the school bus, or at school-sponsored or school-sanctioned events or activities; 

(3) through the transmission of information from a school computer, a school computer network, or 

other similar electronic school equipment; or 

(4) through the transmission of information from a computer that is accessed at a nonschool-related 

location, activity, function, or program or from the use of technology or an electronic device that is not 

owned, leased, or used by a school district or school if the bullying causes a substantial disruption to 

the educational process or orderly operation of a school. This item (4) applies only in cases in which a 

school administrator or teacher receives a report that bullying through this means has occurred and 

does not require a district or school to staff or monitor any nonschool-related activity, function, or 

program. 

(a-5) Nothing in this Section is intended to infringe upon any right to exercise free expression or the free 

exercise of religion or religiously based views protected under the First Amendment to the United States 

Constitution or under Section 3 of Article I of the Illinois Constitution.  

(b) In this Section:  

"Bullying" includes "cyber-bullying" and means any severe or pervasive physical or verbal act or 

conduct, including communications made in writing or electronically, directed toward a student or 

students that has or can be reasonably predicted to have the effect of one or more of the following: 

(1) placing the student or students in reasonable fear of harm to the student's or students' person or 

property; 
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(2) causing a substantially detrimental effect on the student's or students' physical or mental health; 

(3) substantially interfering with the student's or students' academic performance; or 

(4) substantially interfering with the student's or students' ability to participate in or benefit from the 

services, activities, or privileges provided by a school. 

Bullying, as defined in this subsection (b), may take various forms, including without limitation one or 

more of the following: harassment, threats, intimidation, stalking, physical violence, sexual harassment, 

sexual violence, theft, public humiliation, destruction of property, or retaliation for asserting or alleging 

an act of bullying. This list is meant to be illustrative and non-exhaustive. 

"Cyber-bullying" means bullying through the use of technology or any electronic communication, 

including without limitation any transfer of signs, signals, writing, images, sounds, data, or intelligence of 

any nature transmitted in whole or in part by a wire, radio, electromagnetic system, photoelectronic 

system, or photooptical system, including without limitation electronic mail, Internet communications, 

instant messages, or facsimile communications. "Cyber-bullying" includes the creation of a webpage or 

weblog in which the creator assumes the identity of another person or the knowing impersonation of 

another person as the author of posted content or messages if the creation or impersonation creates 

any of the effects enumerated in the definition of bullying in this Section. "Cyber-bullying" also includes 

the distribution by electronic means of a communication to more than one person or the posting of 

material on an electronic medium that may be accessed by one or more persons if the distribution or 

posting creates any of the effects enumerated in the definition of bullying in this Section.  

"Policy on bullying" means a bullying prevention policy that meets the following criteria: 

(1) Includes the bullying definition provided in this Section. 

(2) Includes a statement that bullying is contrary to State law and the policy of the school district, 

charter school, or non-public, non-sectarian elementary or secondary school and is consistent with 

subsection (a-5) of this Section. 

(3) Includes procedures for promptly reporting bullying, including, but not limited to, identifying and 

providing the school e-mail address (if applicable) and school telephone number for the staff person 

or persons responsible for receiving such reports and a procedure for anonymous reporting; however, 

this shall not be construed to permit formal disciplinary action solely on the basis of an anonymous 

report. 

(4) Consistent with federal and State laws and rules governing student privacy rights, includes 

procedures for promptly informing parents or guardians of all students involved in the alleged incident 

of bullying and discussing, as appropriate, the availability of social work services, counseling, school 

psychological services, other interventions, and restorative measures. 

(5) Contains procedures for promptly investigating and addressing reports of bullying, including the 

following: 

(A) Making all reasonable efforts to complete the investigation within 10 school days after the date 

the report of the incident of bullying was received and taking into consideration additional relevant 

information received during the course of the investigation about the reported incident of bullying. 

(B) Involving appropriate school support personnel and other staff persons with knowledge, 

experience, and training on bullying prevention, as deemed appropriate, in the investigation 

process. 

(C) Notifying the principal or school administrator or his or her designee of the report of the incident 

of bullying as soon as possible after the report is received. 

(D) Consistent with federal and State laws and rules governing student privacy rights, providing 

parents and guardians of the students who are parties to the investigation information about the 
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investigation and an opportunity to meet with the principal or school administrator or his or her 

designee to discuss the investigation, the findings of the investigation, and the actions taken to 

address the reported incident of bullying. 

(6) Includes the interventions that can be taken to address bullying, which may include, but are not 

limited to, school social work services, restorative measures, social-emotional skill building, 

counseling, school psychological services, and community-based services. 

(7) Includes a statement prohibiting reprisal or retaliation against any person who reports an act of 

bullying and the consequences and appropriate remedial actions for a person who engages in reprisal 

or retaliation. 

(8) Includes consequences and appropriate remedial actions for a person found to have falsely 

accused another of bullying as a means of retaliation or as a means of bullying. 

(9) Is based on the engagement of a range of school stakeholders, including students and parents or 

guardians. 

(10) Is posted on the school district's, charter school's, or non-public, non-sectarian elementary or 

secondary school's existing Internet website, is included in the student handbook, and, where 

applicable, posted where other policies, rules, and standards of conduct are currently posted in the 

school and provided periodically throughout the school year to students and faculty, and is distributed 

annually to parents, guardians, students, and school personnel, including new employees when hired. 

(11) As part of the process of reviewing and re-evaluating the policy under subsection (d) of this 

Section, contains a policy evaluation process to assess the outcomes and effectiveness of the policy 

that includes, but is not limited to, factors such as the frequency of victimization; student, staff, and 

family observations of safety at a school; identification of areas of a school where bullying occurs; the 

types of bullying utilized; and bystander intervention or participation. The school district, charter 

school, or non-public, non-sectarian elementary or secondary school may use relevant data and 

information it already collects for other purposes in the policy evaluation. The information developed 

as a result of the policy evaluation must be made available on the Internet website of the school 

district, charter school, or non-public, non-sectarian elementary or secondary school. If an Internet 

website is not available, the information must be provided to school administrators, school board 

members, school personnel, parents, guardians, and students. 

(12) Is consistent with the policies of the school board, charter school, or non-public, non-sectarian 

elementary or secondary school. 

"Restorative measures" means a continuum of school-based alternatives to exclusionary discipline, 

such as suspensions and expulsions, that: (i) are adapted to the particular needs of the school and 

community, (ii) contribute to maintaining school safety, (iii) protect the integrity of a positive and 

productive learning climate, (iv) teach students the personal and interpersonal skills they will need to be 

successful in school and society, (v) serve to build and restore relationships among students, families, 

schools, and communities, and (vi) reduce the likelihood of future disruption by balancing accountability 

with an understanding of students' behavioral health needs in order to keep students in school.  

"School personnel" means persons employed by, on contract with, or who volunteer in a school district, 

charter school, or non-public, non-sectarian elementary or secondary school, including without limitation 

school and school district administrators, teachers, school guidance counselors, school social workers, 

school counselors, school psychologists, school nurses, cafeteria workers, custodians, bus drivers, 

school resource officers, and security guards.  

(c) (Blank).  

(d) Each school district, charter school, and non-public, non-sectarian elementary or secondary school 

shall create, maintain, and implement a policy on bullying, which policy must be filed with the State Board 
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of Education. The policy or implementing procedure shall include a process to investigate whether a 

reported act of bullying is within the permissible scope of the district's or school's jurisdiction and shall 

require that the district or school provide the victim with information regarding services that are available 

within the district and community, such as counseling, support services, and other programs. School 

personnel available for help with a bully or to make a report about bullying shall be made known to 

parents or legal guardians, students, and school personnel. Every 2 years, each school district, charter 

school, and non-public, non-sectarian elementary or secondary school shall conduct a review and re-

evaluation of its policy and make any necessary and appropriate revisions. The policy must be filed with 

the State Board of Education after being updated. The State Board of Education shall monitor and 

provide technical support for the implementation of policies created under this subsection (d). 

(e) This Section shall not be interpreted to prevent a victim from seeking redress under any other 

available civil or criminal law. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-18.61. Policy on sexual harassment.  

The school district must create, maintain, and implement an age-appropriate policy on sexual harassment 

that must be posted on the school district’s website and, if applicable, any other area where policies, 

rules, and standards of conduct are currently posted in each school and must also be included in the 

school district’s student code of conduct handbook. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-84a.1. Principals shall report incidents of intimidation. 

The principal of each attendance center shall promptly notify and report to the local law enforcement 

authorities for inclusion in the Department of State Police's Illinois Uniform Crime Reporting Program 

each incident of intimidation of which he or she has knowledge and each alleged incident of intimidation 

which is reported to him or her, either orally or in writing, by any pupil or by any teacher or other 

certificated or non-certificated personnel employed at the attendance center. "Intimidation" shall have the 

meaning ascribed to it by Section 12-6 of the Criminal Code of 2012. 

§ 720 ILCS 5/12C-50 Hazing. 

(a) A person commits hazing when he or she knowingly requires the performance of any act by a student 

or other person in a school, college, university, or other educational institution of this State, for the 

purpose of induction or admission into any group, organization, or society associated or connected with 

that institution, if: 

(1) the act is not sanctioned or authorized by that educational institution; and 

(2) the act results in bodily harm to any person. 

(b) Sentence. Hazing is a Class A misdemeanor, except that hazing that results in death or great bodily 

harm is a Class 4 felony. 

REGULATIONS 

No relevant regulations found. 

Other special infractions or conditions 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-20.28. Cellular radio telecommunication devices.  

(a) The General Assembly finds and declares that the educational development of all persons to the limits 

of their capacities is a fundamental goal of the people of this State and that to achieve such goal it is 
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essential to provide a safe and secure learning environment within the public schools. While recognizing 

that cellular radio telecommunication devices may be used for inappropriate activities during school hours 

and on school property and may, on occasion, cause disruption to the classroom environment, the 

General Assembly also recognizes that the use of cellular radio telecommunication devices can decrease 

the response time of officials to emergency situations. In addition, cellular radio telecommunication 

devices allow parents an additional and timely method of contacting their children should an emergency 

situation arise. Therefore, it is the purpose and intention of the General Assembly in enacting this 

legislation to (i) reduce the occurrence of inappropriate and disruptive activities during school hours and 

on school property occurring through the use of cellular radio telecommunication devices and (ii) increase 

the safety of students and school personnel during school hours and on school property.  

(b) The school board may establish appropriate rules and disciplinary procedures governing the use or 

possession of cellular radio telecommunication devices by a student while in a school or on school 

property, during regular school hours, or at any other time. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-21.4a. Principals and assistant principals - Duties. 

[...] It shall also be the responsibility of the principal to utilize resources of proper law enforcement 

agencies when the safety and welfare of students and teachers are threatened by illegal use of drugs and 

alcohol, by illegal use or possession of weapons, or by illegal gang activity. [...] 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-21.10. Electronic paging devices on school property.  

(a) The General Assembly finds and declares that the educational development of all persons to the limits 

of their capacities is a fundamental goal of the people of this State, that to achieve such goal it is 

essential to provide a safe and secure learning environment within the public schools, and that the 

unrestricted and unregulated use by students of pocket pagers and similar electronic paging devices on 

school grounds or in school buildings which are owned, occupied or leased by a school board for school 

purposes and activities adversely affects the educational environment, welfare and safety of students 

enrolled in the public schools, in that pocket pagers and similar electronic paging devices are being 

regularly used for the conduct of unlawful activities during school hours and on school property, including 

activities directly related to the unlawful possession, sale, delivery or other trafficking in drugs or other 

substances which constitute a "controlled substance" as that term is defined in the Illinois Controlled 

Substances Act. It is the purpose and intention of the General Assembly, in enacting this legislation, to 

reduce or eliminate the occurrence of such unlawful activities during school hours and on school property 

by restricting and regulating student use or possession of pocket pagers and similar electronic paging 

devices as provided in this Section, and by providing for the imposition of appropriate discipline and 

sanctions for any violation of the provisions of this Section.  

(b) No student shall use or have in his or her possession any pocket pager or similar electronic paging 

device while in any school building or on any school property, during regular school hours or at any other 

time, unless the use or possession of such device by such student has first been expressly authorized by 

the school board acting in accordance with standards developed as provided in subsection (c) for the 

granting of approved exceptions to the general prohibition of this Section against such use or possession.  

(c) The school board shall develop and promulgate written standards under which the board:  

(1) may authorize the use or possession of a pocket pager or similar electronic paging device by a 

student while in a school building or on school property as an approved exception to the general 

prohibition of this Section against such use or possession; and  

(2) may impose appropriate discipline or other sanctions against any student who violates any provision 

of this Section. 
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§ 105 ILCS 5/31-1. Definition. 

A public school fraternity, sorority or secret society, in this Article means any organization, composed 

wholly or in part of public school pupils, which seeks to perpetuate itself by taking in additional members 

from the pupils enrolled in such school on the basis of the decision of its membership rather than upon 

the free choice of any pupil in the school who is qualified by the rules of the school to fill the special aims 

of the organization. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/31-2. Inimical to public good. 

Any public school fraternity, sorority or secret society is inimical to the public good. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/31-3. Suspension or expulsion of members, pledges and solicitors. 

The governing body of any public school shall suspend or expel any pupil who is a member of or joins or 

promises to join, or who becomes pledged to become a member of, or who solicits any other person to 

join, promise to join or be pledged to become a member of any public school fraternity, sorority or secret 

society. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/31-4. Solicitation unlawful-Penalty. 

It is unlawful for any person not enrolled in any public school of this State to solicit any pupil enrolled 

therein to join or pledge himself or herself to become a member of any public school fraternity, sorority or 

secret society or to solicit any such pupil to attend a meeting thereof or any meeting where the joining of 

any such fraternity, sorority or secret society is encouraged. Whoever violates this section shall be guilty 

of a petty offense and fined not less than $25 nor more than $100. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-18.9. Electronic paging devices on school property. 

(a) The General Assembly finds and declares that the educational development of all persons to the limits 

of their capacities is a fundamental goal of the people of this State, that to achieve such goal it is 

essential to provide a safe and secure learning environment within the public schools, and that the 

unrestricted and unregulated use by students of pocket pagers and similar electronic paging devices on 

school grounds or in school buildings which are owned, occupied or leased by the board of education for 

school purposes and activities adversely affects the educational environment, welfare and safety of 

students enrolled in the public schools, in that pocket pagers and similar electronic paging devices are 

being regularly used for the conduct of unlawful activities during school hours and on school property, 

including activities directly related to the unlawful possession, sale, delivery or other trafficking in drugs or 

other substances which constitute a "controlled substance" as that term is defined in the Illinois Controlled 

Substances Act. It is the purpose and intention of the General Assembly, in enacting this legislation, to 

reduce or eliminate the occurrence of such unlawful activities during school hours and on school property 

by restricting and regulating student use or possession of pocket pagers and similar electronic paging 

devices as provided in this Section, and by providing for the imposition of appropriate discipline and 

sanctions for any violation of the provisions of this Section.  

(b) No student shall use or have in his or her possession any pocket pager or similar electronic paging 

device while in any school building or on any school property, during regular school hours or at any other 

time, unless the use or possession of such device by such student has first been expressly authorized by 

the principal acting in accordance with standards developed as provided in subsection (c) for the granting 

of approved exceptions to the general prohibition of this Section against such use or possession.  

(c) The board of education shall develop and promulgate written standards, which shall be furnished by 

the board of education to each principal, under which a principal:  
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(1) may authorize the use or possession of a pocket pager or similar electronic paging device by a 

student while in a school building or on school property as an approved exception to the general 

prohibition of this Section against such use or possession; and  

(2) may impose appropriate discipline or other sanctions against any student who violates any provision 

of this Section. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-18.14. Cellular radio telecommunication devices.  

(a) The General Assembly finds and declares that the educational development of all persons to the limits 

of their capacities is a fundamental goal of the people of this State and that to achieve such goal it is 

essential to provide a safe and secure learning environment within the public schools. While recognizing 

that cellular radio telecommunication devices may be used for inappropriate activities during school hours 

and on school property and may, on occasion, cause disruption to the classroom environment, the 

General Assembly also recognizes that the use of cellular radio telecommunication devices can decrease 

the response time of officials to emergency situations. In addition, cellular radio telecommunication 

devices allow parents an additional and timely method of contacting their children should an emergency 

situation arise. Therefore, it is the purpose and intention of the General Assembly in enacting this 

legislation to (i) reduce the occurrence of inappropriate and disruptive activities during school hours and 

on school property occurring through the use of cellular radio telecommunication devices and (ii) increase 

the safety of students and school personnel during school hours and on school property.  

(b) The board may establish appropriate rules and disciplinary procedures governing the use or 

possession of cellular radio telecommunication devices by a student while in a school or on school 

property, during regular school hours, or at any other time. 

REGULATIONS 

No relevant regulations found. 
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Prevention and Behavioral Interventions (Non-Punitive) 

Prevention 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/2-3.148. Disability history and awareness campaign.  

The State Board of Education shall promote an annual campaign about disability history and awareness 

in this State. The campaign shall be designed to increase public awareness and respect for people with 

disabilities who comprise a substantial percentage of this State's population, teach future generations that 

people with disabilities have a rich history and have made valuable contributions throughout this State 

and the United States, and teach future generations that disability is a natural part of life and that people 

with disabilities have a right to be treated with civil, legal, and human rights and as full human beings 

above all else. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/27-12. Character education. 

Every public school teacher shall teach character education, which includes the teaching of respect, 

responsibility, fairness, caring, trustworthiness, and citizenship, in order to raise pupils' honesty, kindness, 

justice, discipline, respect for others, and moral courage for the purpose of lessening crime and raising 

the standard of good character. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/27-23.4. Violence prevention and conflict resolution education. 

School districts shall provide instruction in violence prevention and conflict resolution education for grades 

kindergarten through 12 and may include such instruction in the courses of study regularly taught therein. 

School districts may give regular school credit for satisfactory completion by the student of such courses. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/27-23.7. Bullying prevention. 

(a) The General Assembly finds that a safe and civil school environment is necessary for students to 

learn and achieve and that bullying causes physical, psychological, and emotional harm to students and 

interferes with students' ability to learn and participate in school activities. The General Assembly further 

finds that bullying has been linked to other forms of antisocial behavior, such as vandalism, shoplifting, 

skipping and dropping out of school, fighting, using drugs and alcohol, sexual harassment, and sexual 

violence. Because of the negative outcomes associated with bullying in schools, the General Assembly 

finds that school districts, charter schools, and non-public, non-sectarian elementary and secondary 

schools should educate students, parents, and school district, charter school, or non-public, non-sectarian 

elementary or secondary school personnel about what behaviors constitute prohibited bullying. 

Bullying on the basis of actual or perceived race, color, religion, sex, national origin, ancestry, age, marital 

status, physical or mental disability, military status, sexual orientation, gender-related identity or 

expression, unfavorable discharge from military service, association with a person or group with one or 

more of the aforementioned actual or perceived characteristics, or any other distinguishing characteristic 

is prohibited in all school districts, charter schools, and non-public, non-sectarian elementary and 

secondary schools. No student shall be subjected to bullying: 

(1) during any school-sponsored education program or activity; 

(2) while in school, on school property, on school buses or other school vehicles, at designated school 

bus stops waiting for the school bus, or at school-sponsored or school-sanctioned events or activities; 

(3) through the transmission of information from a school computer, a school computer network, or 

other similar electronic school equipment; or 
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(4) through the transmission of information from a computer that is accessed at a nonschool-related 

location, activity, function, or program or from the use of technology or an electronic device that is not 

owned, leased, or used by a school district or school if the bullying causes a substantial disruption to 

the educational process or orderly operation of a school. This item (4) applies only in cases in which a 

school administrator or teacher receives a report that bullying through this means has occurred and 

does not require a district or school to staff or monitor any nonschool-related activity, function, or 

program. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/27-23.10. Gang resistance education and training. 

(a) The General Assembly finds that the instance of youth delinquent gangs continues to rise on a 

statewide basis. Given the higher rates of criminal offending among gang members, as well as the 

availability of increasingly lethal weapons, the level of criminal activity by gang members has taken on 

new importance for law enforcement agencies, schools, the community, and prevention efforts. 

(b) As used in this Section: 

"Gang resistance education and training" means and includes instruction in, without limitation, each of the 

following subject matters when accompanied by a stated objective of reducing gang activity and 

educating children in grades K through 12 about the consequences of gang involvement: 

(1) conflict resolution; 

(2) cultural sensitivity; 

(3) personal goal setting; and 

(4) resisting peer pressure. 

(c) Each school district and non-public, non-sectarian elementary or secondary school in this State may 

make suitable provisions for instruction in gang resistance education and training in all grades and 

include that instruction in the courses of study regularly taught in those grades. For the purposes of gang 

resistance education and training, a school board or the governing body of a non-public, non-sectarian 

elementary or secondary school must collaborate with State and local law enforcement agencies. The 

State Board of Education may assist in the development of instructional materials and teacher training in 

relation to gang resistance education and training. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-18.7. Youth mental illness and suicide detection and intervention. 

At least once every 2 years, licensed school personnel and administrators who work with pupils in 

kindergarten through grade 12 shall be trained to identify the warning signs of mental illness and suicidal 

behavior in youth and shall be taught various intervention techniques. Such training shall be provided 

within the framework of existing in-service training programs offered by the Board or as part of the 

professional development activities required under Section 21-14 of this Code. 

REGULATIONS 

No relevant regulations found. 

Behavioral interventions and student support services 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/2-3.41. Chronic truants and truancy prevention.  

The State Board of Education is empowered to enter into contracts with public or private agencies for the 

provision of educational services to chronic truants and for the prevention of truancy including training 

and developmental assistance provided an appropriation is made specifically for such purpose. 
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§ 105 ILCS 5/2-3.163. Prioritization of urgency of need for services database. 

(a) The General Assembly makes all of the following findings: 

(1) The Department of Human Services maintains a statewide database known as the Prioritization of 

Urgency of Need for Services that records information about individuals with developmental disabilities 

who are potentially in need of services. 

(2) The Department of Human Services uses the data on Prioritization of Urgency of Need for Services 

to select individuals for services as funding becomes available, to develop proposals and materials for 

budgeting, and to plan for future needs. 

(3) Prioritization of Urgency of Need for Services is available for children and adults with a 

developmental disability who have an unmet service need anticipated in the next 5 years. 

(4) Prioritization of Urgency of Need for Services is the first step toward getting developmental 

disabilities services in this State. If individuals are not on the Prioritization of Urgency of Need for 

Services waiting list, they are not in queue for State developmental disabilities services. 

(5) Prioritization of Urgency of Need for Services may be underutilized by children and their parents or 

guardians due to lack of awareness or lack of information. 

(b) The State Board of Education may work with school districts to inform all students with developmental 

disabilities and their parents or guardians about the Prioritization of Urgency of Need for Services 

database.  

(c) Subject to appropriation, the Department of Human Services and State Board of Education shall 

develop and implement an online, computer-based training program for at least one designated employee 

in every public school in this State to educate him or her about the Prioritization of Urgency of Need for 

Services database and steps to be taken to ensure children and adolescents are enrolled. The training 

shall include instruction for at least one designated employee in every public school in contacting the 

appropriate developmental disabilities Independent Service Coordination agency to enroll children and 

adolescents in the database. At least one designated employee in every public school shall ensure the 

opportunity to enroll in the Prioritization of Urgency of Need for Services database is discussed during 

annual individualized education program (IEP) meetings for all children and adolescents believed to have 

a developmental disability. 

(d) The State Board of Education, in consultation with the Department of Human Services, shall inform 

parents and guardians of students through school districts about the Prioritization of Urgency of Need for 

Services waiting list, including the consideration required in subsection (e) of this Section.  

(e) The Department of Human Services shall consider the length of time spent on the Prioritization of 

Urgency of Need for Services waiting list, in addition to other factors considered, when selecting 

individuals on the list for services. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-20.36. Psychotropic or psychostimulant medication; disciplinary action.  

(b) Each school board must adopt and implement a policy that prohibits any disciplinary action that is 

based totally or in part on the refusal of a student's parent or guardian to administer or consent to the 

administration of psychotropic or psychostimulant medication to the student. The policy must require that, 

at least once every 2 years, the in-service training of certified school personnel and administrators include 

training on current best practices regarding the identification and treatment of attention deficit disorder 

and attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, the application of non-aversive behavioral interventions in the 

school environment, and the use of psychotropic or psychostimulant medication for school-age children.  
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§ 105 ILCS 5/10-20.60. School social worker.  

A school board may employ school social workers who have graduated with a master's or higher degree 

in social work from an accredited graduate school of social work and have such additional qualifications 

as may be required by the State Board of Education and who hold a Professional Educator License with a 

school support personnel endorsement for school social work pursuant to Section 21B-25 of this Code. 

Only persons so licensed and endorsed may use the title "school social worker". A school social worker 

may provide individual and group services to the general student population and to students with 

disabilities pursuant to Article 14 of this Code and rules set forth in 23 Ill. Adm. Code 226, Special 

Education, adopted by the State Board of Education and may provide support and consultation to 

administrators, teachers, and other school personnel consistent with their professional qualifications and 

the provisions of this Code and other applicable laws. School districts may employ a sufficient number of 

school social workers to address the needs of their students and schools and may maintain the nationally 

recommended student-to-school social worker ratio of 250 to 1. A school social worker may not provide 

such services outside his or her employment to any student in the district or districts that employ the 

school social worker. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-22.6. Suspension or expulsion of pupils; school searches.  

(b-5) Among the many possible disciplinary interventions and consequences available to school officials, 

school exclusions, such as out-of-school suspensions and expulsions, are the most serious. School 

officials shall limit the number and duration of expulsions and suspensions to the greatest extent 

practicable, and it is recommended that they use them only for legitimate educational purposes. To 

ensure that students are not excluded from school unnecessarily, it is recommended that school officials 

consider forms of non-exclusionary discipline prior to using out-of-school suspensions or expulsions. 

(b-20) Unless otherwise required by this Code, out-of-school suspensions of longer than 3 days, 

expulsions, and disciplinary removals to alternative schools may be used only if other appropriate and 

available behavioral and disciplinary interventions have been exhausted and the student's continuing 

presence in school would either (i) pose a threat to the safety of other students, staff, or members of the 

school community or (ii) substantially disrupt, impede, or interfere with the operation of the school. For 

purposes of this subsection (b-20), "threat to the safety of other students, staff, or members of the school 

community" and "substantially disrupt, impede, or interfere with the operation of the school" shall be 

determined on a case-by-case basis by school officials. For purposes of this subsection (b-20), the 

determination of whether "appropriate and available behavioral and disciplinary interventions have been 

exhausted" shall be made by school officials. School officials shall make all reasonable efforts to resolve 

such threats, address such disruptions, and minimize the length of student exclusions to the greatest 

extent practicable. Within the suspension decision described in subsection (b) of this Section or the 

expulsion decision described in subsection (a) of this Section, it shall be documented whether other 

interventions were attempted or whether it was determined that there were no other appropriate and 

available interventions. 

(b-25) Students who are suspended out-of-school for longer than 4 school days shall be provided 

appropriate and available support services during the period of their suspension. For purposes of this 

subsection (b-25), "appropriate and available support services" shall be determined by school authorities. 

Within the suspension decision described in subsection (b) of this Section, it shall be documented 

whether such services are to be provided or whether it was determined that there are no such appropriate 

and available services. 

(b-30) A school district shall create a policy by which suspended pupils, including those pupils suspended 

from the school bus who do not have alternate transportation to school, shall have the opportunity to 

make up work for equivalent academic credit. It shall be the responsibility of a pupil's parent or guardian 
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to notify school officials that a pupil suspended from the school bus does not have alternate transportation 

to school.  

§ 105 ILCS 5/24-26. Intervening to help students or their family members who may have alcohol or 

other drug problems.  

Teachers and other employees of school districts may intervene to help students or their family members 

who appear to have problems with alcohol and other drugs by encouraging them to seek an assessment 

and treatment. School personnel who intervene shall have immunity from civil liability in accordance with 

the Alcoholism and Drug Addiction Intervenor and Reporter Immunity Law. School personnel shall not be 

subject to disciplinary action by the school because of an intervention and may not be prohibited by 

school policy from intervening. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-16. Graduation incentives program.  

(a) The General Assembly finds that it is critical to provide options for children to succeed in school. The 

purpose of this Section is to provide incentives for and encourage all Illinois students who have 

experienced or are experiencing difficulty in the traditional education system to enroll in alternative 

programs. 

(b) Any student who is below the age of 20 years is eligible to enroll in a graduation incentives program if 

he or she: 

(1) is considered a dropout pursuant to Section 26-2a of this Code; 

(2) has been suspended or expelled pursuant to Section 10-22.6 or 34-19 of this Code; 

(3) is pregnant or is a parent; 

(4) has been assessed as chemically dependent; or 

(5) is enrolled in a bilingual education or LEP program. 

(c) The following programs qualify as graduation incentives programs for students meeting the criteria 

established in this Section: 

(1) Any public elementary or secondary education graduation incentives program established by a 

school district or by a regional office of education. 

(2) Any alternative learning opportunities program established pursuant to Article 13B of this Code. 

(3) Vocational or job training courses approved by the State Superintendent of Education that are 

available through the Illinois public community college system. Students may apply for reimbursement 

of 50% of tuition costs for one course per semester or a maximum of 3 courses per school year. Subject 

to available funds, students may apply for reimbursement of up to 100% of tuition costs upon a showing 

of employment within 6 months after completion of a vocational or job training program. The 

qualifications for reimbursement shall be established by the State Superintendent of Education by rule. 

(4) Job and career programs approved by the State Superintendent of Education that are available 

through Illinois-accredited private business and vocational schools. Subject to available funds, pupils 

may apply for reimbursement of up to 100% of tuition costs upon a showing of employment within 6 

months after completion of a job or career program. The State Superintendent of Education shall 

establish, by rule, the qualifications for reimbursement, criteria for determining reimbursement amounts, 

and limits on reimbursement. 

(5) Adult education courses that offer preparation for high school equivalency testing. 

(d) Graduation incentives programs established by school districts are entitled to claim general State aid 

and evidence-based funding, subject to Sections 13B-50, 13B-50.5, and 13B-50.10 of this Code. 

Graduation incentives programs operated by regional offices of education are entitled to receive general 

State aid and evidence-based funding at the foundation level of support per pupil enrolled. A school 
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district must ensure that its graduation incentives program receives supplemental general State aid, 

transportation reimbursements, and special education resources, if appropriate, for students enrolled in 

the program. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-18. Chronic absenteeism report and support. 

(a) As used in this Section:  

"Chronic absence" means absences that total 10% or more of school days of the most recent academic 

school year, including absences with and without valid cause, as defined in Section 26-2a of this Code, 

and out-of-school suspensions for an enrolled student. 

"Student" means any enrolled student that is subject to compulsory attendance under Section 26-1 of 

this Code but does not mean a student for whom a documented homebound or hospital record is on file 

during the student's absence from school.  

(b) The General Assembly finds that:  

(1) The early years are a critical period in children's learning and development. Every child should be 

counted present every day. Every day of school matters. 

(2) Being absent too many days from school can make it difficult for students to stay on-track 

academically and maintain the momentum to graduate from high school in order to be college-or 

career-ready. 

(3) Every day of school attendance matters for all students and their families. It is crucial, therefore, that 

the implications of chronic absence be understood and reviewed regularly. 

(c) Beginning July 1, 2018, every school district, charter school, or alternative school or any school 

receiving public funds shall collect and review its chronic absence data and determine what systems of 

support and resources are needed to engage chronically absent students and their families to encourage 

the habit of daily attendance and promote success. The review shall include an analysis of chronic 

absence data from each attendance center or campus of the school district, charter school, or alternative 

school or other school receiving public funds. 

(d) School districts, charter schools, or alternative schools or any school receiving public funds are 

encouraged to provide a system of support to students who are at risk of reaching or exceeding chronic 

absence levels with strategies such as those available through the Illinois Multi-tiered Systems of Support 

Network. Schools additionally are encouraged to make resources available to families such as those 

available through the State Board of Education's Family Engagement Framework to support and engage 

students and their families to encourage heightened school engagement and improved daily school 

attendance. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/27-23.4. Violence prevention and conflict resolution education. 

School districts shall provide instruction in violence prevention and conflict resolution education for grades 

kindergarten through 12 and may include such instruction in the courses of study regularly taught therein. 

School districts may give regular school credit for satisfactory completion by the student of such courses. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/27-23.7. Bullying prevention. 

(b) In this Section:  

"Policy on bullying" means a bullying prevention policy that meets the following criteria: 

(6) Includes the interventions that can be taken to address bullying, which may include, but are not 

limited to, school social work services, restorative measures, social-emotional skill building, 

counseling, school psychological services, and community-based services. 
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"Restorative measures" means a continuum of school-based alternatives to exclusionary discipline, 

such as suspensions and expulsions, that: (i) are adapted to the particular needs of the school and 

community, (ii) contribute to maintaining school safety, (iii) protect the integrity of a positive and 

productive learning climate, (iv) teach students the personal and interpersonal skills they will need to be 

successful in school and society, (v) serve to build and restore relationships among students, families, 

schools, and communities, and (vi) reduce the likelihood of future disruption by balancing accountability 

with an understanding of students' behavioral health needs in order to keep students in school.  

(d) Each school district, charter school, and non-public, non-sectarian elementary or secondary school 

shall create, maintain, and implement a policy on bullying, which policy must be filed with the State Board 

of Education. The policy or implementing procedure shall include a process to investigate whether a 

reported act of bullying is within the permissible scope of the district's or school's jurisdiction and shall 

require that the district or school provide the victim with information regarding services that are available 

within the district and community, such as counseling, support services, and other programs. School 

personnel available for help with a bully or to make a report about bullying shall be made known to 

parents or legal guardians, students, and school personnel. Every 2 years, each school district, charter 

school, and non-public, non-sectarian elementary or secondary school shall conduct a review and re-

evaluation of its policy and make any necessary and appropriate revisions. The policy must be filed with 

the State Board of Education after being updated. The State Board of Education shall monitor and 

provide technical support for the implementation of policies created under this subsection (d). 

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-4.5. Chronic truants.  

(d) Penalties. The hearing officer may require the pupil or the pupil's parent or guardian or both the pupil 

and the pupil's parent or guardian to do any or all of the following: perform reasonable school or 

community services for a period not to exceed 30 days; complete a parenting education program; obtain 

counseling or other supportive services; and comply with an individualized educational plan or service 

plan as provided by appropriate school officials. If the parent or guardian of the chronic truant shows that 

he or she took reasonable steps to insure attendance of the pupil at school, he or she shall not be 

required to perform services.  

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-18.25. Psychotropic or psychostimulant medication; disciplinary action.  

(b) The board must adopt and implement a policy that prohibits any disciplinary action that is based totally 

or in part on the refusal of a student's parent or guardian to administer or consent to the administration of 

psychotropic or psychostimulant medication to the student. The policy must require that, at least once 

every 2 years, the in-service training of certified school personnel and administrators include training on 

current best practices regarding the identification and treatment of attention deficit disorder and attention 

deficit hyperactivity disorder, the application of non-aversive behavioral interventions in the school 

environment, and the use of psychotropic or psychostimulant medication for school-age children.  

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-18.28. Prison tour pilot program. 

The board shall establish a pilot program to prevent crime by developing guidelines to identify students at 

risk of committing crimes. "Students at risk of committing crimes" shall be limited to those students who 

have engaged in serious acts of misconduct in violation of the board's policy on discipline. This program, 

in cooperation with the Department of Corrections, shall include a guided tour of a prison for each student 

so identified in order to discourage criminal behavior. The touring of a prison under this Section shall be 

subject to approval, in writing, of a student's parent or guardian. 
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REGULATIONS 

1.280. Discipline. 

Section 24-24 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/24-24] provides for teachers, other licensed educational 

employees (except for individuals holding an educator license with stipulations endorsed for 

paraprofessional educator) and persons providing a related service for or with respect to a student as 

determined by the board of education to maintain discipline in the schools. 

d) In addition to, or as part of, its policy on the maintenance of discipline, each board of education shall 

adopt policies and procedures regarding the use of behavioral interventions for students with disabilities 

who require intervention. Each board's policies and procedures shall conform to the requirements of 

Section 14-8.05(c) of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/14-8.05(c)]. 

1.290. Absenteeism and truancy policies. 

a) Purpose. This Section establishes guidelines and criteria required by Section 26-13 of the School Code 

[105 ILCS 5/26-13], which provides that school districts shall adopt absenteeism and truancy policies 

identifying appropriate supportive services and available resources for truants and chronic truants. 

b) Content of Policies. Each school district shall develop an absenteeism and truancy policy including at 

least the following elements: 

1) A definition of a valid cause for absence in accordance with Section 26-2a of the School Code; 

2) A description of diagnostic procedures to be used for identifying the causes of unexcused student 

absenteeism, which shall, at a minimum, include interviews with the student, his or her parents or 

guardians, and any school officials or other parties who may have information about the reasons for the 

student's attendance problem; and 

3) The identification of supportive services to be made available to truant or chronically truant students. 

These services shall include, but need not be limited to, parent conferences, student counseling, family 

counseling, and information about existing community services which are available to truant and 

chronically truant students and relevant to their needs. 

Professional development  

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/2-3.163. Prioritization of urgency of need for services database. 

(c) Subject to appropriation, the Department of Human Services and State Board of Education shall 

develop and implement an online, computer-based training program for at least one designated employee 

in every public school in this State to educate him or her about the Prioritization of Urgency of Need for 

Services database and steps to be taken to ensure children and adolescents are enrolled. The training 

shall include instruction for at least one designated employee in every public school in contacting the 

appropriate developmental disabilities Independent Service Coordination agency to enroll children and 

adolescents in the database. At least one designated employee in every public school shall ensure the 

opportunity to enroll in the Prioritization of Urgency of Need for Services database is discussed during 

annual individualized education program (IEP) meetings for all children and adolescents believed to have 

a developmental disability. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-20.36. Psychotropic or psychostimulant medication; disciplinary action.  

(b) Each school board must adopt and implement a policy that prohibits any disciplinary action that is 

based totally or in part on the refusal of a student's parent or guardian to administer or consent to the 
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administration of psychotropic or psychostimulant medication to the student. The policy must require that, 

at least once every 2 years, the in-service training of certified school personnel and administrators include 

training on current best practices regarding the identification and treatment of attention deficit disorder 

and attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, the application of non-aversive behavioral interventions in the 

school environment, and the use of psychotropic or psychostimulant medication for school-age children.  

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-20.60. Implicit bias training. 

(a) The General Assembly makes the following findings:  

(1) implicit racial bias influences evaluations of and behavior toward those who are the subject of the 

bias; 

(2) understanding implicit racial bias is needed in order to reduce that bias; 

(3) marginalized students would benefit from having access to educators who have worked to reduce 

their biases; and 

(4) training that helps educators overcome implicit racial bias has implication for classroom interactions, 

student evaluation, and classroom engagement; it also affects student academic self-concept. 

(b) Each school board shall require in-service training for school personnel to include training to develop 

cultural competency, including understanding and reducing implicit racial bias. 

(c) As used in this Section, "implicit racial bias" means a preference, positive or negative, for a racial or 

ethnic group that operates outside of awareness. This bias has 3 different components: affective, 

behavioral, and cognitive. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-22.6. Suspension or expulsion of pupils; school searches.  

(c-5) School districts shall make reasonable efforts to provide ongoing professional development to 

teachers, administrators, school board members, school resource officers, and staff on the adverse 

consequences of school exclusion and justice-system involvement, effective classroom management 

strategies, culturally responsive discipline, the appropriate and available supportive services for the 

promotion of student attendance and engagement, and developmentally appropriate disciplinary methods 

that promote positive and healthy school climates.  

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-22.39. In-service training programs.  

(a) To conduct in-service training programs for teachers. 

(b) In addition to other topics at in-service training programs, at least once every 2 years, licensed school 

personnel and administrators who work with pupils in kindergarten through grade 12 shall be trained to 

identify the warning signs of mental illness and suicidal behavior in youth and shall be taught appropriate 

intervention and referral techniques.  

(c) School guidance counselors, nurses, teachers and other school personnel who work with pupils may 

be trained to have a basic knowledge of matters relating to acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS), 

including the nature of the disease, its causes and effects, the means of detecting it and preventing its 

transmission, and the availability of appropriate sources of counseling and referral, and any other 

information that may be appropriate considering the age and grade level of such pupils. The School 

Board shall supervise such training. The State Board of Education and the Department of Public Health 

shall jointly develop standards for such training.  

(d) In this subsection (d): "Domestic violence" means abuse by a family or household member, as "abuse" 

and "family or household members" are defined in Section 103 of the Illinois Domestic Violence Act of 

1986. 
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"Sexual violence" means sexual assault, abuse, or stalking of an adult or minor child proscribed in the 

Criminal Code of 1961 or the Criminal Code of 2012 in Sections 11-1.20, 11-1.30, 11-1.40, 11-1.50, 11-

1.60, 12-7.3, 12-7.4, 12-7.5, 12-12, 12-13, 12-14, 12-14.1, 12-15, and 12-16, including sexual violence 

committed by perpetrators who are strangers to the victim and sexual violence committed by perpetrators 

who are known or related by blood or marriage to the victim. 

At least once every 2 years, an in-service training program for school personnel who work with pupils, 

including, but not limited to, school and school district administrators, teachers, school guidance 

counselors, school social workers, school counselors, school psychologists, and school nurses, must be 

conducted by persons with expertise in domestic and sexual violence and the needs of expectant and 

parenting youth and shall include training concerning (i) communicating with and listening to youth victims 

of domestic or sexual violence and expectant and parenting youth, (ii) connecting youth victims of 

domestic or sexual violence and expectant and parenting youth to appropriate in-school services and 

other agencies, programs, and services as needed, and (iii) implementing the school district's policies, 

procedures, and protocols with regard to such youth, including confidentiality. At a minimum, school 

personnel must be trained to understand, provide information and referrals, and address issues pertaining 

to youth who are parents, expectant parents, or victims of domestic or sexual violence.  

(e) At least every 2 years, an in-service training program for school personnel who work with pupils must 

be conducted by persons with expertise in anaphylactic reactions and management.  

(f) At least once every 2 years, a school board shall conduct in-service training on educator ethics, 

teacher-student conduct, and school employee-student conduct for all personnel. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/21B-45. Professional educator license renewal.  

(a) Individuals holding a Professional Educator License are required to complete the licensure renewal 

requirements as specified in this Section, unless otherwise provided in this Code. 

(e) For each renewal cycle, each professional educator licensee shall engage in professional 

development activities. Prior to renewal, the licensee shall enter electronically into the Educator Licensure 

Information System (ELIS) the name, date, and location of the activity, the number of professional 

development hours, and the provider’s name. The following provisions shall apply concerning 

professional development activities: 

(1) Each licensee shall complete a total of 120 hours of professional development per 5-year renewal 

cycle in order to renew the license, except as otherwise provided in this Section. 

(h) Approved providers under subsection (g) of this Section shall make available professional 

development opportunities that satisfy at least one of the following: 

(10) provide educators with training on inclusive practices in the classroom that examines instructional 

and behavioral strategies that improve academic and social-emotional outcomes for all students, with or 

without disabilities, in a general education setting. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-18.7. Youth mental illness and suicide detection and intervention. 

At least once every 2 years, licensed school personnel and administrators who work with pupils in 

kindergarten through grade 12 shall be trained to identify the warning signs of mental illness and suicidal 

behavior in youth and shall be taught various intervention techniques. Such training shall be provided 

within the framework of existing in-service training programs offered by the Board or as part of the 

professional development activities required under Section 21-14 of this Code. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-18.25. Psychotropic or psychostimulant medication; disciplinary action.  

(b) The board must adopt and implement a policy that prohibits any disciplinary action that is based totally 

or in part on the refusal of a student's parent or guardian to administer or consent to the administration of 
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psychotropic or psychostimulant medication to the student. The policy must require that, at least once 

every 2 years, the in-service training of certified school personnel and administrators include training on 

current best practices regarding the identification and treatment of attention deficit disorder and attention 

deficit hyperactivity disorder, the application of non-aversive behavioral interventions in the school 

environment, and the use of psychotropic or psychostimulant medication for school-age children.  

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-18.53. Implicit bias training. 

(a) The General Assembly makes the following findings: 

(1) implicit racial bias influences evaluations of and behavior toward those who are the subject of the 

bias; 

(2) understanding implicit racial bias is needed in order to reduce that bias; 

(3) marginalized students would benefit from having access to educators who have worked to reduce 

their biases; and 

(4) training that helps educators overcome implicit racial bias has implication for classroom interactions, 

student evaluation, and classroom engagement; it also affects student academic self-concept. 

(b) The board shall require in-service training for school personnel to include training to develop cultural 

competency, including understanding and reducing implicit racial bias. 

(c) As used in this Section, "implicit racial bias" means a preference, positive or negative, for a racial or 

ethnic group that operates outside of awareness. This bias has 3 different components: affective, 

behavioral, and cognitive. 

REGULATIONS 

1.285. Requirements for the use of isolated time out and physical restraint. 

Isolated time out and physical restraint as defined in this Section shall be used only as means of 

maintaining discipline in schools (that is, as means of maintaining a safe and orderly environment for 

learning) and only to the extent that they are necessary to preserve the safety of students and others. 

Neither isolated time out nor physical restraint shall be used in administering discipline to individual 

students, i.e., as a form of punishment. Nothing in this Section or in Section 1.280 of this Part shall be 

construed as regulating the restriction of students' movement when that restriction is for a purpose other 

than the maintenance of an orderly environment (e.g., the appropriate use of safety belts in vehicles). 

h) Requirements for Training 

1) Isolated Time Out. Each district, cooperative, or joint agreement whose policy permits the use of 

isolated time out shall provide orientation to its staff members covering at least the written procedure 

established pursuant to Section 1.280(c)(2) of this Part. 

2) Physical Restraint 

A) Physical restraint as defined in this Section shall be applied only by individuals who have 

received systematic training that includes all the elements described in subsection (h)(2)(B) of this 

Section and who have received a certificate of completion or other written evidence of participation. 

An individual who applies physical restraint shall use only techniques in which he or she has 

received training within the preceding two years, as indicated by written evidence of participation. 

B) Training with respect to physical restraint may be provided either by the employer or by an 

external entity and shall include, but need not be limited to: 

i) appropriate procedures for preventing the need for physical restraint, including the de-

escalation of problematic behavior, relationship-building, and the use of alternatives to restraint; 
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ii) a description and identification of dangerous behaviors on the part of students that may indicate 

the need for physical restraint and methods for evaluating the risk of harm in individual situations 

in order to determine whether the use of restraint is warranted; 

iii) the simulated experience of administering and receiving a variety of physical restraint 

techniques, ranging from minimal physical involvement to very controlling interventions; 

iv) instruction regarding the effects of physical restraint on the person restrained, including 

instruction on monitoring physical signs of distress and obtaining medical assistance; 

v) instruction regarding documentation and reporting requirements and investigation of injuries 

and complaints; and 

vi) demonstration by participants of proficiency in administering physical restraint. 

C) An individual may provide training to others in a particular method of physical restraint only if he 

or she has received written evidence of completing training in that technique that meets the 

requirements of subsection (h)(2)(B) of this Section within the preceding one-year period. 

830.150 Behavior Intervention. 

a) Behavior intervention is a therapeutic measure which is to be used only to prevent a student from 

causing damage to property or physical harm to himself/herself or others. The following procedures shall 

be used, as part of a behavior modification or management program. In no event shall restraint be used 

to punish or discipline a student or as a convenience to staff. 

b) Behavior intervention may include physically holding, or otherwise restricting the movement of the 

student's limbs, head or body. No mechanical or chemical restraint shall be permitted. Medically 

prescribed or monitored procedures for the treatment of an existing physical condition or the amelioration 

of a physical disability, such as braces and other medical equipment, are not considered restraints. The 

partial or total immobilization of a student for the purpose of performing a medical/surgical procedure is 

not restraint. 

c) Procedures for the use of physical restraint at the State Schools are as follows: 

1) physical restraint shall be employed in a humane and therapeutic manner. In no event shall restraint 

be used when it is medically contraindicated (i.e., could adversely affect the health of the student). 

2) whenever physical restraint is used with a student whose primary communication is sign language, 

writing, or computer, the student shall be permitted to have his/her hands free from restraint for brief 

periods, except when freedom may result in physical harm to the student or others. A staff member 

skilled in the student's mode of communication shall be in attendance when the student's hands are 

free. 

3) the student must be released from restraint as soon as possible. The use of restraint shall not 

exceed 30 consecutive minutes. 

4) the person who initiates the restraint shall inform his/her supervisor as soon as possible and must 

submit a written detailed anecdotal report of the cause/conditions that called for the use of physical 

restraint. The report shall include the date, time, and location that the physical restraint took place. This 

report will be placed in the student's temporary records maintained by the State School with a copy to 

be sent to the parent of the student and through the chain of command to the facility administrator. 

d) All direct care staff shall be trained in behavior intervention techniques, including physical restraint, to 

prevent injury to the students. Documentation of training shall be maintained in the employee personnel 

files kept at each State School. Employees that have not completed the training may not employ physical 

restraint. 
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Monitoring and Accountability 

Formal incident reporting of conduct violations 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-20.14. Student discipline policies; Parent-teacher advisory committee. 

(b) The parent-teacher advisory committee in cooperation with local law enforcement agencies shall 

develop, with the school board, policy guideline procedures to establish and maintain a reciprocal 

reporting system between the school district and local law enforcement agencies regarding criminal 

offenses committed by students. School districts are encouraged to create memoranda of understanding 

with local law enforcement agencies that clearly define law enforcement's role in schools, in accordance 

with Section 10-22.6 of this Code.  

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-20.33. Time out and physical restraint.  

[...] Whenever physical restraints are used, school personnel shall fully document the incident, including 

the events leading up to the incident, the type of restraint used, the length of time the student is 

restrained, and the staff involved. [...] 

§ 105 ILCS 5/27-23.7. Bullying prevention. 

(b) In this Section:  

"Policy on bullying" means a bullying prevention policy that meets the following criteria: 

(3) Includes procedures for promptly reporting bullying, including, but not limited to, identifying and 

providing the school e-mail address (if applicable) and school telephone number for the staff person 

or persons responsible for receiving such reports and a procedure for anonymous reporting; however, 

this shall not be construed to permit formal disciplinary action solely on the basis of an anonymous 

report. 

(5) Contains procedures for promptly investigating and addressing reports of bullying, including the 

following: 

(A) Making all reasonable efforts to complete the investigation within 10 school days after the date 

the report of the incident of bullying was received and taking into consideration additional relevant 

information received during the course of the investigation about the reported incident of bullying. 

(B) Involving appropriate school support personnel and other staff persons with knowledge, 

experience, and training on bullying prevention, as deemed appropriate, in the investigation 

process. 

(C) Notifying the principal or school administrator or his or her designee of the report of the incident 

of bullying as soon as possible after the report is received. 

(D) Consistent with federal and State laws and rules governing student privacy rights, providing 

parents and guardians of the students who are parties to the investigation information about the 

investigation and an opportunity to meet with the principal or school administrator or his or her 

designee to discuss the investigation, the findings of the investigation, and the actions taken to 

address the reported incident of bullying. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-8.05. Reporting firearms in schools.  

On or after January 1, 1997, upon receipt of any written, electronic, or verbal report from any school 

personnel regarding a verified incident involving a firearm in a school or on school owned or leased 
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property, including any conveyance owned, leased, or used by the school for the transport of students or 

school personnel, the general superintendent or his or her designee shall report all such firearm-related 

incidents occurring in a school or on school property to the local law enforcement authorities no later than 

24 hours after the occurrence of the incident and to the Department of State Police in a form, manner, 

and frequency as prescribed by the Department of State Police. The State Board of Education shall 

receive an annual statistical compilation and related data associated with incidents involving firearms in 

schools from the Department of State Police. As used in this Section, the term "firearm" shall have the 

meaning ascribed to it in Section 1.1 of the Firearm Owners Identification Card Act. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-84a.1. Principals shall report incidents of intimidation. 

The principal of each attendance center shall promptly notify and report to the local law enforcement 

authorities for inclusion in the Department of State Police's Illinois Uniform Crime Reporting Program 

each incident of intimidation of which he or she has knowledge and each alleged incident of intimidation 

which is reported to him or her, either orally or in writing, by any pupil or by any teacher or other 

certificated or non-certificated personnel employed at the attendance center. "Intimidation" shall have the 

meaning ascribed to it by Section 12-6 of the Criminal Code of 2012. 

REGULATIONS 

1.285. Requirements for the use of isolated time out and physical restraint. 

Isolated time out and physical restraint as defined in this Section shall be used only as means of 

maintaining discipline in schools (that is, as means of maintaining a safe and orderly environment for 

learning) and only to the extent that they are necessary to preserve the safety of students and others. 

Neither isolated time out nor physical restraint shall be used in administering discipline to individual 

students, i.e., as a form of punishment. Nothing in this Section or in Section 1.280 of this Part shall be 

construed as regulating the restriction of students' movement when that restriction is for a purpose other 

than the maintenance of an orderly environment (e.g., the appropriate use of safety belts in vehicles). 

f) Documentation and Evaluation 

1) A written record of each episode of isolated time out or physical restraint shall be maintained in the 

student's temporary record. The official designated pursuant to Section 1.280(c)(3) of this Part shall 

also maintain a copy of each of these records. Each record shall include: 

A) the student's name; 

B) the date of the incident; 

C) the beginning and ending times of the incident; 

D) a description of any relevant events leading up to the incident; 

E) a description of any interventions used prior to the implementation of isolated time out or physical 

restraint; 

F) a description of the incident and/or student behavior that resulted in isolated time out or physical 

restraint; 

G) a log of the student's behavior in isolated time out or during physical restraint, including a 

description of the restraint techniques used and any other interaction between the student and staff; 

H) a description of any injuries (whether to students, staff, or others) or property damage; 

I) a description of any planned approach to dealing with the student's behavior in the future; 

J) a list of the school personnel who participated in the implementation, monitoring, and supervision 

of isolated time out or physical restraint; 

K) the date on which parental notification took place as required by subsection (g) of this Section. 



Illinois Compilation of School Discipline Laws and Regulations Page 75 

2) The school official designated pursuant to Section 1.280(c)(3) of this Part shall be notified of the 

incident as soon as possible, but no later than the end of the school day on which it occurred. 

3) The record described in subsection (f)(1) of this Section shall be completed by the beginning of the 

school day following the episode of isolated time out or physical restraint. 

4) The requirements of this subsection (f)(4) shall apply whenever an episode of isolated time out 

exceeds 30 minutes, an episode of physical restraint exceeds 15 minutes, or repeated episodes have 

occurred during any three-hour period. 

A) A licensed educator knowledgeable about the use of isolated time out or trained in the use of 

physical restraint, as applicable, shall evaluate the situation. 

B) The evaluation shall consider the appropriateness of continuing the procedure in use, including 

the student's potential need for medication, nourishment, or use of a restroom, and the need for 

alternate strategies (e.g., assessment by a mental health crisis team, assistance from police, or 

transportation by ambulance). 

C) The results of the evaluation shall be committed to writing and copies of this documentation shall 

be placed into the student's temporary student record and provided to the official designated 

pursuant to Section 1.280(c)(3) of this Part. 

5) When a student has first experienced three instances of isolated time out or physical restraint, the 

school personnel who initiated, monitored, and supervised the incidents shall initiate a review of the 

effectiveness of the procedures used and prepare an individual behavior plan for the student that 

provides either for continued use of these interventions or for the use of other, specified interventions. 

The plan shall be placed into the student's temporary student record. The review shall also consider 

the student's potential need for an alternative program or for special education. 

A) The district or other entity serving the student shall invite the student's parents or guardians to 

participate in this review and shall provide ten days' notice of its date, time, and location. 

B) The notification shall inform the parents or guardians that the student's potential need for special 

education or an alternative program will be considered and that the results of the review will be 

entered into the temporary student record. 

Parental notification 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/2-3.163. Prioritization of urgency of need for services database. 

(a) The General Assembly makes all of the following findings: 

(1) The Department of Human Services maintains a statewide database known as the Prioritization of 

Urgency of Need for Services that records information about individuals with developmental disabilities 

who are potentially in need of services. 

(5) Prioritization of Urgency of Need for Services may be underutilized by children and their parents or 

guardians due to lack of awareness or lack of information. 

(b) The State Board of Education may work with school districts to inform all students with developmental 

disabilities and their parents or guardians about the Prioritization of Urgency of Need for Services 

database.  

(d) The State Board of Education, in consultation with the Department of Human Services, shall inform 

parents and guardians of students through school districts about the Prioritization of Urgency of Need for 

Services waiting list, including the consideration required in subsection (e) of this Section.  
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§ 105 ILCS 5/10-20.14. Student discipline policies; Parent-teacher advisory committee.  

(d) The school board, in consultation with the parent-teacher advisory committee and other community-

based organizations, must include provisions in the student discipline policy to address students who 

have demonstrated behaviors that put them at risk for aggressive behavior, including without limitation 

bullying, as defined in the policy. These provisions must include procedures for notifying parents or legal 

guardians and early intervention procedures based upon available community-based and district 

resources. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-20.33. Time out and physical restraint.  

[...] The parents or guardian of a student shall be informed whenever physical restraints are used. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-22.6. Suspension or expulsion of pupils; school searches.  

(a) To expel pupils guilty of gross disobedience or misconduct, including gross disobedience or 

misconduct perpetuated by electronic means, pursuant to subsection (b-20) of this Section, and no action 

shall lie against them for such expulsion. Expulsion shall take place only after the parents have been 

requested to appear at a meeting of the board, or with a hearing officer appointed by it, to discuss their 

child's behavior. Such request shall be made by registered or certified mail and shall state the time, place 

and purpose of the meeting. The board, or a hearing officer appointed by it, at such meeting shall state 

the reasons for dismissal and the date on which the expulsion is to become effective. If a hearing officer 

is appointed by the board, he shall report to the board a written summary of the evidence heard at the 

meeting and the board may take such action thereon as it finds appropriate. If the board acts to expel a 

pupil, the written expulsion decision shall detail the specific reasons why removing the pupil from the 

learning environment is in the best interest of the school. The expulsion decision shall also include a 

rationale as to the specific duration of the expulsion. An expelled pupil may be immediately transferred to 

an alternative program in the manner provided in Article 13A or 13B of this Code. A pupil must not be 

denied transfer because of the expulsion, except in cases in which such transfer is deemed to cause a 

threat to the safety of students or staff in the alternative program.  

(b) To suspend or by policy to authorize the superintendent of the district or the principal, assistant 

principal, or dean of students of any school to suspend pupils guilty of gross disobedience or misconduct, 

or to suspend pupils guilty of gross disobedience or misconduct on the school bus from riding the school 

bus, pursuant to subsections (b-15) and (b-20) of this Section, and no action shall lie against them for 

such suspension. The board may by policy authorize the superintendent of the district or the principal, 

assistant principal, or dean of students of any school to suspend pupils guilty of such acts for a period not 

to exceed 10 school days. If a pupil is suspended due to gross disobedience or misconduct on a school 

bus, the board may suspend the pupil in excess of 10 school days for safety reasons.  

Any suspension shall be reported immediately to the parents or guardian of a pupil along with a full 

statement of the reasons for such suspension and a notice of their right to a review. The school board 

must be given a summary of the notice, including the reason for the suspension and the suspension 

length. Upon request of the parents or guardian, the school board or a hearing officer appointed by it shall 

review such action of the superintendent or principal, assistant principal, or dean of students. At such 

review, the parents or guardian of the pupil may appear and discuss the suspension with the board or its 

hearing officer. If a hearing officer is appointed by the board, he shall report to the board a written 

summary of the evidence heard at the meeting. After its hearing or upon receipt of the written report of its 

hearing officer, the board may take such action as it finds appropriate. If a student is suspended pursuant 

to this subsection (b), the board shall, in the written suspension decision, detail the specific act of gross 

disobedience or misconduct resulting in the decision to suspend. The suspension decision shall also 

include a rationale as to the specific duration of the suspension. A pupil who is suspended in excess of 20 

school days may be immediately transferred to an alternative program in the manner provided in Article 
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13A or 13B of this Code. A pupil must not be denied transfer because of the suspension, except in cases 

in which such transfer is deemed to cause a threat to the safety of students or staff in the alternative 

program.  

§ 105 ILCS 5/13B-60.10. Parent conference.  

Before being enrolled in an alternative learning opportunities program, the student and each of his or her 

parents or guardians shall receive written notice to attend a conference to determine if the student would 

benefit from attending an alternative learning opportunities program. The conference must provide all of 

the information necessary for the student and parent or guardian to make an informed decision regarding 

enrollment in an alternative learning opportunities program. The conference shall include a discussion of 

the extent to which the student, if enrolled in the program, may participate in school activities. No student 

shall be enrolled in an alternative learning opportunities program without the consent of the student's 

parent or guardian. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/22-85. Parental notification of law enforcement detainment and questioning on 

school grounds. 

(a) In this Section, “school grounds” means the real property comprising an active and operational 

elementary or secondary school during the regular hours in which school is in session and when students 

are present. 

(b) Before detaining and questioning a student on school grounds who is under 18 years of age and who 

is suspected of committing a criminal act, a law enforcement officer, school resource officer, or other 

school security personnel must do all of the following: 

(1) Ensure that notification or attempted notification of the student’s parent or guardian is made. 

(2) Document the time and manner in which the notification or attempted notification under paragraph 

(1) occurred. 

(3) Make reasonable efforts to ensure that the student’s parent or guardian is present during the 

questioning or, if the parent or guardian is not present, ensure that school personnel, including, but not 

limited to, a school social worker, a school psychologist, a school nurse, a school guidance counselor, 

or any other mental health professional, are present during the questioning. 

(4) If practicable, make reasonable efforts to ensure that a law enforcement officer trained in promoting 

safe interactions and communications with youth is present during the questioning. An officer who 

received training in youth investigations approved or certified by his or her law enforcement agency or 

under Section 10.22 of the Police Training Act or a juvenile police officer, as defined under Section 1-3 

of the Juvenile Court Act of 1987, satisfies the requirement under this paragraph. 

(c) This Section does not limit the authority of a law enforcement officer to make an arrest on school 

grounds. This Section does not apply to circumstances that would cause a reasonable person to believe 

that urgent and immediate action is necessary to do any of the following: 

(1) Prevent bodily harm or injury to the student or any other person. 

(2) Apprehend an armed or fleeing suspect. 

(3) Prevent the destruction of evidence. 

(4) Address an emergency or other dangerous situation. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/27-23.7. Bullying prevention. 

(b) In this Section:  

"Policy on bullying" means a bullying prevention policy that meets the following criteria: 
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(5) Contains procedures for promptly investigating and addressing reports of bullying, including the 

following: 

(C) Notifying the principal or school administrator or his or her designee of the report of the incident 

of bullying as soon as possible after the report is received. 

(D) Consistent with federal and State laws and rules governing student privacy rights, providing 

parents and guardians of the students who are parties to the investigation information about the 

investigation and an opportunity to meet with the principal or school administrator or his or her 

designee to discuss the investigation, the findings of the investigation, and the actions taken to 

address the reported incident of bullying. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-4.5. Chronic truants.  

(b) Notices. Before any hearing may be held under subsection (c), the principal of the school attended by 

the pupil or the principal's designee shall notify the pupil's parent or guardian by personal visit, letter, or 

telephone of each unexcused absence of the pupil. After giving the parent or guardian notice of the tenth 

unexcused absence of the pupil, the principal or the principal's designee shall send the pupil's parent or 

guardian a letter, by certified mail, return receipt requested, notifying the parent or guardian that he or she 

is subjecting himself or herself to a hearing procedure as provided under subsection (c) and clearly 

describing any and all possible penalties that may be imposed as provided for in subsections (d) and (e) 

of this Section.  

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-18.28. Prison tour pilot program 

The board shall establish a pilot program to prevent crime by developing guidelines to identify students at 

risk of committing crimes. "Students at risk of committing crimes" shall be limited to those students who 

have engaged in serious acts of misconduct in violation of the board's policy on discipline. This program, 

in cooperation with the Department of Corrections, shall include a guided tour of a prison for each student 

so identified in order to discourage criminal behavior. The touring of a prison under this Section shall be 

subject to approval, in writing, of a student's parent or guardian. 

REGULATIONS  

1.285. Requirements for the use of isolated time out and physical restraint. 

Isolated time out and physical restraint as defined in this Section shall be used only as means of 

maintaining discipline in schools (that is, as means of maintaining a safe and orderly environment for 

learning) and only to the extent that they are necessary to preserve the safety of students and others. 

Neither isolated time out nor physical restraint shall be used in administering discipline to individual 

students, i.e., as a form of punishment. Nothing in this Section or in Section 1.280 of this Part shall be 

construed as regulating the restriction of students' movement when that restriction is for a purpose other 

than the maintenance of an orderly environment (e.g., the appropriate use of safety belts in vehicles). 

f) Documentation and Evaluation 

5) When a student has first experienced three instances of isolated time out or physical restraint, the 

school personnel who initiated, monitored, and supervised the incidents shall initiate a review of the 

effectiveness of the procedures used and prepare an individual behavior plan for the student that 

provides either for continued use of these interventions or for the use of other, specified interventions. 

The plan shall be placed into the student's temporary student record. The review shall also consider 

the student's potential need for an alternative program or for special education. 

A) The district or other entity serving the student shall invite the student's parents or guardians to 

participate in this review and shall provide ten days' notice of its date, time, and location. 
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B) The notification shall inform the parents or guardians that the student's potential need for special 

education or an alternative program will be considered and that the results of the review will be 

entered into the temporary student record. 

g) Notification to Parents 

1) A district whose policies on the maintenance of discipline include the use of isolated time out or 

physical restraint shall notify parents to this effect as part of the information distributed annually or 

upon enrollment pursuant to Sections 10-20.14 and 14-8.05(c) of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/10-

20.14 and 14-8.05(c)]. 

2) Within 24 hours after any use of isolated time out or physical restraint, the school district or other 

entity serving the student shall send written notice of the incident to the student's parents, unless the 

parent has provided the district or other entity with a written waiver of this requirement for notification. 

The notification shall include the student's name, the date of the incident, a description of the 

intervention used, and the name of a contact person with a telephone number to be called for further 

information. 

Reporting and referrals between schools and law enforcement 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-20.14. Student discipline policies; Parent-teacher advisory committee.  

(b) The parent-teacher advisory committee in cooperation with local law enforcement agencies shall 

develop, with the school board, policy guideline procedures to establish and maintain a reciprocal 

reporting system between the school district and local law enforcement agencies regarding criminal 

offenses committed by students. School districts are encouraged to create memoranda of understanding 

with local law enforcement agencies that clearly define law enforcement's role in schools, in accordance 

with Section 10-22.6 of this Code.  

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-21.4a. Principals and assistant principals - Duties. 

[...] It shall also be the responsibility of the principal to utilize resources of proper law enforcement 

agencies when the safety and welfare of students and teachers are threatened by illegal use of drugs and 

alcohol, by illegal use or possession of weapons, or by illegal gang activity. [...] 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-21.7. Attacks on school personnel. 

Upon receipt of a written complaint from any school personnel, the superintendent, or other appropriate 

administrative officer for a private school, shall report all incidents of battery committed against teachers, 

teacher personnel, administrative personnel or educational support personnel to the local law 

enforcement authorities immediately after the occurrence of the attack and to the Department of State 

Police’s Illinois Uniform Crime Reporting Program no later than 3 days after the occurrence of the attack. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-22-20. All courts and law enforcement agencies of the State of Illinois. 

All courts and law enforcement agencies of the State of Illinois and its political subdivisions shall report to 

the principal of any public school in this State whenever a child enrolled therein is detained for 

proceedings under the Juvenile Court Act of 1987, as heretofore and hereafter amended, or for any 

criminal offense, including illegal gang activity, or any violation of a municipal or county ordinance. The 

report shall include the basis for detaining the child, circumstances surrounding the events which led to 

the child's detention, and status of proceedings. The report shall be updated as appropriate to notify the 

principal of developments and the disposition of the matter. 
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The information derived thereby shall be kept separate from and shall not become a part of the official 

school record of such child and shall not be a public record. Such information shall be used solely by the 

appropriate school official or officials whom the school has determined to have a legitimate educational or 

safety interest to aid in the proper rehabilitation of the child and to protect the safety of students and 

employees in the school. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-27.1A. Firearms in schools. 

Upon receiving a report [of student possession of a firearm in school] from any school official pursuant to 

this Section, or from any other person, the principal or his or her designee shall immediately notify a local 

law enforcement agency. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-27.1B. Reporting drug-related incidents in schools. 

Upon receipt of any written, electronic, or verbal report from any school personnel regarding a verified 

incident involving drugs in a school or on school owned or leased property, including any conveyance 

owned, leased, or used by the school for the transport of students or school personnel, the 

superintendent or his or her designee, or other appropriate administrative officer for a private school, shall 

report all such drug-related incidents occurring in a school or on school property to the local law 

enforcement authorities immediately and to the Department of State Police in a form, manner, and 

frequency as prescribed by the Department of State Police.  

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-8.05. Reporting firearms in schools.  

On or after January 1, 1997, upon receipt of any written, electronic, or verbal report from any school 

personnel regarding a verified incident involving a firearm in a school or on school owned or leased 

property, including any conveyance owned, leased, or used by the school for the transport of students or 

school personnel, the general superintendent or his or her designee shall report all such firearm-related 

incidents occurring in a school or on school property to the local law enforcement authorities no later than 

24 hours after the occurrence of the incident and to the Department of State Police in a form, manner, 

and frequency as prescribed by the Department of State Police. The State Board of Education shall 

receive an annual statistical compilation and related data associated with incidents involving firearms in 

schools from the Department of State Police. As used in this Section, the term "firearm" shall have the 

meaning ascribed to it in Section 1.1 of the Firearm Owners Identification Card Act. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-21.8. Chicago public schools violence prevention hotline. 

(a) In consultation with the Chicago Police Department, the Board must establish a hotline for the purpose 

of receiving anonymous phone calls for information that may prevent violence. 

(b) Calls that are placed to the hotline must be answered by the Chicago Police Department. 

(c) Each call placed to the hotline must be recorded and investigated by the Chicago Police Department. 

(d) Prior to receiving any information, notice must be provided to the caller that the call is being recorded 

for investigation by the Chicago Police Department. The notice may be provided by a pre-recorded 

message or otherwise.  

(e) The hotline shall be known as the "CPS Violence Prevention Hotline" and its number and anonymous 

nature must be posted in all Chicago Public Schools. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-84a.1. Principals shall report incidents of intimidation. 

The principal of each attendance center shall promptly notify and report to the local law enforcement 

authorities for inclusion in the Department of State Police's Illinois Uniform Crime Reporting Program 

each incident of intimidation of which he or she has knowledge and each alleged incident of intimidation 

which is reported to him or her, either orally or in writing, by any pupil or by any teacher or other 
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certificated or non-certificated personnel employed at the attendance center. "Intimidation" shall have the 

meaning ascribed to it by Section 12-6 of the Criminal Code of 2012. 

§ 720 ILCS 5/24-1. Unlawful use of weapons. 

(c) Violations in specific places.  

(1) A person who violates subsection 24-1(a)(6) or 24-1(a)(7) in any school, regardless of the time of 

day or the time of year, in residential property owned, operated or managed by a public housing agency 

or leased by a public housing agency as part of a scattered site or mixed-income development, in a 

public park, in a courthouse, on the real property comprising any school, regardless of the time of day 

or the time of year, on residential property owned, operated or managed by a public housing agency or 

leased by a public housing agency as part of a scattered site or mixed-income development, on the real 

property comprising any public park, on the real property comprising any courthouse, in any 

conveyance owned, leased or contracted by a school to transport students to or from school or a school 

related activity, in any conveyance owned, leased, or contracted by a public transportation agency, or 

on any public way within 1,000 feet of the real property comprising any school, public park, courthouse, 

public transportation facility, or residential property owned, operated, or managed by a public housing 

agency or leased by a public housing agency as part of a scattered site or mixed-income development 

commits a Class 2 felony and shall be sentenced to a term of imprisonment of not less than 3 years and 

not more than 7 years. 

(1.5) A person who violates subsection 24-1(a)(4), 24-1(a)(9), or 24-1(a)(10) in any school, regardless 

of the time of day or the time of year, in residential property owned, operated, or managed by a public 

housing agency or leased by a public housing agency as part of a scattered site or mixed-income 

development, in a public park, in a courthouse, on the real property comprising any school, regardless 

of the time of day or the time of year, on residential property owned, operated, or managed by a public 

housing agency or leased by a public housing agency as part of a scattered site or mixed-income 

development, on the real property comprising any public park, on the real property comprising any 

courthouse, in any conveyance owned, leased, or contracted by a school to transport students to or 

from school or a school related activity, in any conveyance owned, leased, or contracted by a public 

transportation agency, or on any public way within 1,000 feet of the real property comprising any 

school, public park, courthouse, public transportation facility, or residential property owned, operated, or 

managed by a public housing agency or leased by a public housing agency as part of a scattered site or 

mixed-income development commits a Class 3 felony. 

(2) A person who violates subsection 24-1(a)(1), 24-1(a)(2), or 24-1(a)(3) in any school, regardless of 

the time of day or the time of year, in residential property owned, operated or managed by a public 

housing agency or leased by a public housing agency as part of a scattered site or mixed-income 

development, in a public park, in a courthouse, on the real property comprising any school, regardless 

of the time of day or the time of year, on residential property owned, operated or managed by a public 

housing agency or leased by a public housing agency as part of a scattered site or mixed-income 

development, on the real property comprising any public park, on the real property comprising any 

courthouse, in any conveyance owned, leased or contracted by a school to transport students to or from 

school or a school related activity, in any conveyance owned, leased, or contracted by a public 

transportation agency, or on any public way within 1,000 feet of the real property comprising any 

school, public park, courthouse, public transportation facility, or residential property owned, operated, or 

managed by a public housing agency or leased by a public housing agency as part of a scattered site or 

mixed-income development commits a Class 4 felony. "Courthouse" means any building that is used by 

the Circuit, Appellate, or Supreme Court of this State for the conduct of official business. 

(3) Paragraphs (1), (1.5), and (2) of this subsection (c) shall not apply to law enforcement officers or 

security officers of such school, college, or university or to students carrying or possessing firearms for 
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use in training courses, parades, hunting, target shooting on school ranges, or otherwise with the 

consent of school authorities and which firearms are transported unloaded enclosed in a suitable case, 

box, or transportation package. 

(4) For the purposes of this subsection (c), "school" means any public or private elementary or 

secondary school, community college, college, or university. 

§ 720 ILCS 5/24-1.2. Aggravated discharge of a firearm. 

(a) A person commits aggravated discharge of a firearm when he or she knowingly or intentionally:  

(7) Discharges a firearm in the direction of a person he or she knows to be a teacher or other person 

employed in any school and the teacher or other employee is upon the grounds of a school or grounds 

adjacent to a school, or is in any part of a building used for school purposes; 

(c) For purposes of this Section:  

"School" means a public or private elementary or secondary school, community college, college, or 

university.  

"School related activity" means any sporting, social, academic, or other activity for which students' 

attendance or participation is sponsored, organized, or funded in whole or in part by a school or school 

district. 

REGULATIONS 

No relevant regulations found. 

Disclosure of school records 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/2-3.13a. School records; transferring students. 

a. [...] If a student is transferring from a public school, whether located in this or any other state, from 

which the student has been suspended or expelled for knowingly possessing in a school building or on 

school grounds a weapon as defined in the Gun Free Schools Act [20 USCS § 7151 et seq.], for 

knowingly possessing, selling, or delivering in a school building or on school grounds a controlled 

substance or cannabis, or for battering a staff member of the school, and if the period of suspension or 

expulsion has not expired at the time of the student attempts to transfer into another public school in the 

same or any other school district: (i) any school student records required to be transferred shall include 

the date and duration of the period of suspension or expulsion; and (ii) with the exception of transfers into 

the Department of Juvenile Justice school district, the student shall not be permitted to attend class in the 

public school into which he or she is transferring until the student has served the entire period of the 

suspension or expulsion imposed by the school from which the student is transferring... 

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-18.34. Student biometric information.  

(a) For the purposes of this Section, "biometric information" means any information that is collected 

through an identification process for individuals based on their unique behavioral or physiological 

characteristics, including fingerprint, hand geometry, voice, or facial recognition or iris or retinal scans. 

(b) If the school district collects biometric information from students, the district shall adopt a policy that 

requires, at a minimum, all of the following: 

(1) Written permission from the individual who has legal custody of the student, as defined in Section 

10-20.12b of this Code, or from the student if he or she has reached the age of 18. 
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(2) The discontinuation of use of a student's biometric information under either of the following 

conditions: 

(A) upon the student's graduation or withdrawal from the school district; or 

(B) upon receipt in writing of a request for discontinuation by the individual having legal custody of the 

student or by the student if he or she has reached the age of 18. 

(3) The destruction of all of a student's biometric information within 30 days after the use of the 

biometric information is discontinued in accordance with item (2) of this subsection (b). 

(4) The use of biometric information solely for identification or fraud prevention. 

(5) A prohibition on the sale, lease, or other disclosure of biometric information to another person or 

entity, unless: 

(A) the individual who has legal custody of the student or the student, if he or she has reached the 

age of 18, consents to the disclosure; or 

(B) the disclosure is required by court order. 

(6) The storage, transmittal, and protection of all biometric information from disclosure. 

(c) Failure to provide written consent under item (1) of subsection (b) of this Section by the individual who 

has legal custody of the student or by the student, if he or she has reached the age of 18, must not be the 

basis for refusal of any services otherwise available to the student.  

(d) Student biometric information may be destroyed without notification to or the approval of a local 

records commission under the Local Records Act if destroyed within 30 days after the use of the 

biometric information is discontinued in accordance with item (2) of subsection (b) of this Section. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/75/5. Definitions. 

In this Act: 

"Elementary or secondary school" means a public elementary or secondary school or school district or 

a nonpublic school recognized by the State Board of Education. 

"Post-secondary school" means an institution of higher learning as defined in the Higher Education 

Student Assistance Act. 

"Social networking website" means an Internet-based service that allows individuals to do the following: 

(1) construct a public or semi-public profile within a bounded system created by the service; 

(2) create a list of other users with whom they share a connection within the system; and 

(3) view and navigate their list of connections and those made by others within the system. 

"Social networking website" does not include electronic mail. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/75/15. Notification.  

An elementary or secondary school must provide notification to the student and his or her parent or 

guardian that the elementary or secondary school may not request or require a student to provide a 

password or other related account information in order to gain access to the student's account or profile 

on a social networking website. An elementary or secondary school must provide notification to the 

student and his or her parent or guardian that the elementary or secondary school may conduct an 

investigation or require a student to cooperate in an investigation if there is specific information about 

activity on the student's account on a social networking website that violates a school disciplinary rule or 

policy. In the course of an investigation, the student may be required to share the content that is reported 

in order to make a factual determination. Notification under this Section must be published in the 

elementary or secondary school's disciplinary rules, policies, or handbook or communicated by similar 

means. 
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§ 105 ILCS 10/2. Definitions. 

f. [...] The student temporary record shall include information regarding serious disciplinary infractions that 

resulted in expulsion, suspension, or the imposition of punishment or sanction. For purposes of this 

provision, serious disciplinary infractions means: infractions involving drugs, weapons, or bodily harm to 

another. 

§ 105 ILCS 85/1. Short title. 

This Act may be cited as the Student Online Personal Protection Act. 

§ 105 ILCS 85/3. Legislative intent. 

Schools today are increasingly using a wide range of beneficial online services and other technologies to 

help students learn, but concerns have been raised about whether sufficient safeguards exist to protect 

the privacy and security of data about students when it is collected by educational technology companies. 

This Act is intended to ensure that student data will be protected when it is collected by educational 

technology companies and that the data may be used for beneficial purposes such as providing 

personalized learning and innovative educational technologies. 

§ 105 ILCS 85/5. Definitions. 

In this Act: 

"Covered information" means personally identifiable information or material or information that is linked to 

personally identifiable information or material in any media or format that is not publicly available and is 

any of the following: 

(1) Created by or provided to an operator by a student or the student's parent or legal guardian in the 

course of the student's, parent's, or legal guardian's use of the operator's site, service, or application for 

K through 12 school purposes. 

(2) Created by or provided to an operator by an employee or agent of a school or school district for K 

through 12 school purposes. 

(3) Gathered by an operator through the operation of its site, service, or application for K through 12 

school purposes and personally identifies a student, including, but not limited to, information in the 

student's educational record or electronic mail, first and last name, home address, telephone number, 

electronic mail address, or other information that allows physical or online contact, discipline records, 

test results, special education data, juvenile dependency records, grades, evaluations, criminal records, 

medical records, health records, a social security number, biometric information, disabilities, 

socioeconomic information, food purchases, political affiliations, religious information, text messages, 

documents, student identifiers, search activity, photos, voice recordings, or geolocation information. 

"Interactive computer service" has the meaning ascribed to that term in Section 230 of the federal 

Communications Decency Act of 1996 (47 U.S.C. 230). 

"K through 12 school purposes" means purposes that are directed by or that customarily take place at the 

direction of a school, teacher, or school district; aid in the administration of school activities, including, but 

not limited to, instruction in the classroom or at home, administrative activities, and collaboration between 

students, school personnel, or parents; or are otherwise for the use and benefit of the school. 

"Operator" means, to the extent that an entity is operating in this capacity, the operator of an Internet 

website, online service, online application, or mobile application with actual knowledge that the site, 

service, or application is used primarily for K through 12 school purposes and was designed and 

marketed for K through 12 school purposes. 

"School" means (1) any preschool, public kindergarten, elementary or secondary educational institution, 

vocational school, special educational facility, or any other elementary or secondary educational agency 
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or institution or (2) any person, agency, or institution that maintains school student records from more 

than one school. "School" includes a private or nonpublic school. 

"Targeted advertising" means presenting advertisements to a student where the advertisement is 

selected based on information obtained or inferred over time from that student's online behavior, usage of 

applications, or covered information. The term does not include advertising to a student at an online 

location based upon that student's current visit to that location or in response to that student's request for 

information or feedback, without the retention of that student's online activities or requests over time for 

the purpose of targeting subsequent ads. 

§ 105 ILCS 85/10. Operator prohibitions. 

An operator shall not knowingly do any of the following: 

(1) Engage in targeted advertising on the operator's site, service, or application or target advertising on 

any other site, service, or application if the targeting of the advertising is based on any information, 

including covered information and persistent unique identifiers, that the operator has acquired because 

of the use of that operator's site, service, or application for K through 12 school purposes. 

(2) Use information, including persistent unique identifiers, created or gathered by the operator's site, 

service, or application to amass a profile about a student, except in furtherance of K through 12 school 

purposes. "Amass a profile" does not include the collection and retention of account information that 

remains under the control of the student, the student's parent or legal guardian, or the school. 

(3) Sell or rent a student's information, including covered information. This subdivision (3) does not 

apply to the purchase, merger, or other type of acquisition of an operator by another entity if the 

operator or successor entity complies with this Act regarding previously acquired student information. 

(4) Except as otherwise provided in Section 20 of this Act, disclose covered information, unless the 

disclosure is made for the following purposes: 

(A) In furtherance of the K through 12 school purposes of the site, service, or application if the 

recipient of the covered information disclosed under this clause (A) does not further disclose the 

information, unless done to allow or improve operability and functionality of the operator's site, 

service, or application. 

(B) To ensure legal and regulatory compliance or take precautions against liability. 

(C) To respond to the judicial process. 

(D) To protect the safety or integrity of users of the site or others or the security of the site, service, or 

application. 

(E) For a school, educational, or employment purpose requested by the student or the student's 

parent or legal guardian, provided that the information is not used or further disclosed for any other 

purpose. 

(F) To a third party if the operator contractually prohibits the third party from using any covered 

information for any purpose other than providing the contracted service to or on behalf of the 

operator, prohibits the third party from disclosing any covered information provided by the operator 

with subsequent third parties, and requires the third party to implement and maintain reasonable 

security procedures and practices. 

Nothing in this Section prohibits the operator's use of information for maintaining, developing, supporting, 

improving, or diagnosing the operator's site, service, or application. 

§ 105 ILCS 85/25. Operator actions that are not prohibited. 

This Act does not prohibit an operator from doing any of the following: 
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(1) Using covered information to improve educational products if that information is not associated with 

an identified student within the operator's site, service, or application or other sites, services, or 

applications owned by the operator. 

(2) Using covered information that is not associated with an identified student to demonstrate the 

effectiveness of the operator's products or services, including in their marketing. 

(3) Sharing covered information that is not associated with an identified student for the development 

and improvement of educational sites, services, or applications. 

(4) Using recommendation engines to recommend to a student either of the following: 

(A) Additional content relating to an educational, other learning, or employment opportunity purpose 

within an online site, service, or application if the recommendation is not determined in whole or in 

part by payment or other consideration from a third party. 

(B) Additional services relating to an educational, other learning, or employment opportunity purpose 

within an online site, service, or application if the recommendation is not determined in whole or in 

part by payment or other consideration from a third party. 

(5) Responding to a student's request for information or for feedback without the information or 

response being determined in whole or in part by payment or other consideration from a third party. 

§ 105 ILCS 85/30. Applicability. 

This Act does not do any of the following: 

(1) Limit the authority of a law enforcement agency to obtain any content or information from an 

operator as authorized by law or under a court order. 

(2) Limit the ability of an operator to use student data, including covered information, for adaptive 

learning or customized student learning purposes. 

(3) Apply to general audience Internet websites, general audience online services, general audience 

online applications, or general audience mobile applications, even if login credentials created for an 

operator's site, service, or application may be used to access those general audience sites, services, or 

applications. 

(4) Limit service providers from providing Internet connectivity to schools or students and their families. 

(5) Prohibit an operator of an Internet website, online service, online application, or mobile application 

from marketing educational products directly to parents if the marketing did not result from the use of 

covered information obtained by the operator through the provision of services covered under this Act. 

(6) Impose a duty upon a provider of an electronic store, gateway, marketplace, or other means of 

purchasing or downloading software or applications to review or enforce compliance with this Act on 

those applications or software. 

(7) Impose a duty upon a provider of an interactive computer service to review or enforce compliance 

with this Act by third-party content providers. 

(8) Prohibit students from downloading, exporting, transferring, saving, or maintaining their own student 

data or documents. 

(9) Supersede the federal Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974 or rules adopted pursuant 

to that Act or the Illinois School Student Records Act. 

§ 105 ILCS 85/35. Enforcement. 

Violations of this Act shall constitute unlawful practices for which the Attorney General may take 

appropriate action under the Consumer Fraud and Deceptive Business Practices Act. 
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REGULATIONS 

No relevant regulations found. 

Data collection, review, and reporting of disciplinary policies and 

actions 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/2-3.130. Time out and physical restraint rules.  

The State Board of Education shall promulgate rules governing the use of time out and physical restraint 

in the public schools. The rules shall include provisions governing recordkeeping that is required when 

physical restraint or more restrictive forms of time out are used. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/2-3.162. Student discipline report; school discipline improvement plan.  

(a) On or before October 31, 2015 and on or before October 31 of each subsequent year, the State Board 

of Education, through the State Superintendent of Education, shall prepare a report on student discipline 

in all school districts in this State, including State-authorized charter schools. This report shall include 

data from all public schools within school districts, including district-authorized charter schools. This report 

must be posted on the Internet website of the State Board of Education. The report shall include data on 

the issuance of out-of-school suspensions, expulsions, and removals to alternative settings in lieu of 

another disciplinary action, disaggregated by race and ethnicity, gender, age, grade level, whether a 

student is an English learner, incident type, and discipline duration. 

(b) The State Board of Education shall analyze the data under subsection (a) of this Section on an annual 

basis and determine the top 20% of school districts for the following metrics: 

(1) Total number of out-of-school suspensions divided by the total district enrollment by the last school 

day in September for the year in which the data was collected, multiplied by 100. 

(2) Total number of out-of-school expulsions divided by the total district enrollment by the last school 

day in September for the year in which the data was collected, multiplied by 100. 

(3) Racial disproportionality, defined as the overrepresentation of students of color or white students in 

comparison to the total number of students of color or white students on October 1st of the school year 

in which data are collected, with respect to the use of out-of-school suspensions and expulsions, which 

must be calculated using the same method as the U.S. Department of Education's Office for Civil Rights 

uses. 

The analysis must be based on data collected over 3 consecutive school years, beginning with the 2014-

2015 school year. 

Beginning with the 2017-2018 school year, the State Board of Education shall require each of the school 

districts that are identified in the top 20% of any of the metrics described in this subsection (b) for 3 

consecutive years to submit a plan identifying the strategies the school district will implement to reduce 

the use of exclusionary disciplinary practices or racial disproportionality or both, if applicable. School 

districts that no longer meet the criteria described in any of the metrics described in this subsection (b) for 

3 consecutive years shall no longer be required to submit a plan.  

This plan may be combined with any other improvement plans required under federal or State law. 

The calculation of the top 20% of any of the metrics described in this subsection (b) shall exclude all 

school districts, State-authorized charter schools, and special charter districts that issued fewer than a 

total of 10 out-of-school suspensions or expulsions, whichever is applicable, during the school year. The 
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calculation of the top 20% of metric described in subdivision (3) of this subsection (b) shall exclude all 

school districts with an enrollment of fewer than 50 white students or fewer than 50 students of color. 

The plan must be approved at a public school board meeting and posted on the school district's Internet 

website. Within one year after being identified, the school district shall submit to the State Board of 

Education and post on the district's Internet website a progress report describing the implementation of 

the plan and the results achieved. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-20.14. Student discipline policies; Parent-teacher advisory committee. 

(a) To establish and maintain a parent-teacher advisory committee to develop with the school board or 

governing body of a charter school policy guidelines on pupil discipline, including school searches and 

bullying prevention as set forth in Section 27-23.7 of this Code. School authorities shall furnish a copy of 

the policy to the parents or guardian of each pupil within 15 days after the beginning of the school year, or 

within 15 days after starting classes for a pupil who transfers into the district during the school year, and 

the school board or governing body of a charter school shall require that a school inform its pupils of the 

contents of the policy. School boards and the governing bodies of charter schools, along with the parent-

teacher advisory committee, must annually review their pupil discipline policies, the implementation of 

those policies, and any other factors related to the safety of their schools, pupils, and staff.  

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-3d [Truants; collection of data]. 

All regional superintendents, district superintendents, and special education joint agreement directors 

shall collect data concerning truants, chronic truants, and truant minor pupils as designated by the State 

Board of Education. On or before August 15 of each year, this data must be submitted to the State Board 

of Education. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-18. Chronic absenteeism report and support. 

(a) As used in this Section:  

"Chronic absence" means absences that total 10% or more of school days of the most recent academic 

school year, including absences with and without valid cause, as defined in Section 26-2a of this Code, 

and out-of-school suspensions for an enrolled student. 

"Student" means any enrolled student that is subject to compulsory attendance under Section 26-1 of 

this Code but does not mean a student for whom a documented homebound or hospital record is on file 

during the student's absence from school.  

(b) The General Assembly finds that:  

(1) The early years are a critical period in children's learning and development. Every child should be 

counted present every day. Every day of school matters. 

(2) Being absent too many days from school can make it difficult for students to stay on-track 

academically and maintain the momentum to graduate from high school in order to be college-or 

career-ready. 

(3) Every day of school attendance matters for all students and their families. It is crucial, therefore, that 

the implications of chronic absence be understood and reviewed regularly. 

(c) Beginning July 1, 2018, every school district, charter school, or alternative school or any school 

receiving public funds shall collect and review its chronic absence data and determine what systems of 

support and resources are needed to engage chronically absent students and their families to encourage 

the habit of daily attendance and promote success. The review shall include an analysis of chronic 

absence data from each attendance center or campus of the school district, charter school, or alternative 

school or other school receiving public funds. 
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(d) School districts, charter schools, or alternative schools or any school receiving public funds are 

encouraged to provide a system of support to students who are at risk of reaching or exceeding chronic 

absence levels with strategies such as those available through the Illinois Multi-tiered Systems of Support 

Network. Schools additionally are encouraged to make resources available to families such as those 

available through the State Board of Education's Family Engagement Framework to support and engage 

students and their families to encourage heightened school engagement and improved daily school 

attendance. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/27-23.7. Bullying prevention. 

(b) In this Section:  

"Policy on bullying" means a bullying prevention policy that meets the following criteria: 

(9) Is based on the engagement of a range of school stakeholders, including students and parents or 

guardians. 

(11) As part of the process of reviewing and re-evaluating the policy under subsection (d) of this 

Section, contains a policy evaluation process to assess the outcomes and effectiveness of the policy 

that includes, but is not limited to, factors such as the frequency of victimization; student, staff, and 

family observations of safety at a school; identification of areas of a school where bullying occurs; the 

types of bullying utilized; and bystander intervention or participation. The school district, charter 

school, or non-public, non-sectarian elementary or secondary school may use relevant data and 

information it already collects for other purposes in the policy evaluation. The information developed 

as a result of the policy evaluation must be made available on the Internet website of the school 

district, charter school, or non-public, non-sectarian elementary or secondary school. If an Internet 

website is not available, the information must be provided to school administrators, school board 

members, school personnel, parents, guardians, and students. 

REGULATIONS 

No relevant regulations found. 
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School Resource and Safety Officers (SROs/SSOs) and 

Truant/Attendance Officers 

Authority and power to implement school arrest 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-20.60. Booking stations on school grounds. 

(a) There shall be no student booking station established or maintained on the grounds of any school. 

(b) This prohibition shall be applied to student booking stations only, as defined in this Section. The 

prohibition does not prohibit or affect the establishment or maintenance of any place operated by or under 

the control of law enforcement personnel, school resource officers, or other security personnel that does 

not also qualify as a student booking station as defined in paragraph (2) of subsection (d) of this Section. 

The prohibition does not affect or limit the powers afforded law enforcement officers to perform their 

duties within schools as otherwise prescribed by law. 

(c) When the underlying suspected or alleged criminal act is an act of violence, and isolation of a student 

or students is deemed necessary to the interest of public safety, and no other location is adequate for 

secure isolation of the student or students, offices as described in paragraph (1) of subsection (d) of this 

Section may be employed to detain students for a period no longer than that required to alleviate that 

threat to public safety. 

(d) As used in this Section, "student booking station" means a building, office, room, or any indefinitely 

established space or site, mobile or fixed, which operates concurrently as: 

(1) predominantly or regularly a place of operation for a municipal police department, county sheriff 

department, or other law enforcement agency, or under the primary control thereof; and 

(2) a site at which students are detained in connection with criminal charges or allegations against 

those students, taken into custody, or engaged with law enforcement personnel in any process that 

creates a law enforcement record of that contact with law enforcement personnel or processes. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-20.64 Booking stations on school grounds. 

(a) There shall be no student booking station established or maintained on the grounds of any school. 

(b) This prohibition shall be applied to student booking stations only, as defined in this Section. The 

prohibition does not prohibit or affect the establishment or maintenance of any place operated by or under 

the control of law enforcement personnel, school resource officers, or other security personnel that does 

not also qualify as a student booking station as defined in paragraph (2) of subsection (d) of this Section. 

The prohibition does not affect or limit the powers afforded law enforcement officers to perform their 

duties within schools as otherwise prescribed by law. 

(c) When the underlying suspected or alleged criminal act is an act of violence, and isolation of a student 

or students is deemed necessary to the interest of public safety, and no other location is adequate for 

secure isolation of the student or students, offices as described in paragraph (1) of subsection (d) of this 

Section may be employed to detain students for a period no longer than that required to alleviate that 

threat to public safety. 

(c-5) A student may not be questioned or detained at a school site described in paragraph (2) of 

subsection (d) without the presence of the student’s parent or guardian, a school social worker, or a 

licensed mental health professional.  

(d) As used in this Section, “student booking station” means a building, office, room, or any indefinitely 

established space or site, mobile or fixed, which operates concurrently as: 
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(1) predominantly or regularly a place of operation for a municipal police department, county sheriff 

department, or other law enforcement agency, or under the primary control thereof; and 

(2) a site at which students are detained in connection with criminal charges or allegations against 

those students, taken into custody, or engaged with law enforcement personnel in any process that 

creates a law enforcement record of that contact with law enforcement personnel or processes. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/22-85. Parental notification of law enforcement detainment and questioning on 

school grounds. 

(a) In this Section, “school grounds” means the real property comprising an active and operational 

elementary or secondary school during the regular hours in which school is in session and when students 

are present. 

(b) Before detaining and questioning a student on school grounds who is under 18 years of age and who 

is suspected of committing a criminal act, a law enforcement officer, school resource officer, or other 

school security personnel must do all of the following: 

(1) Ensure that notification or attempted notification of the student’s parent or guardian is made. 

(2) Document the time and manner in which the notification or attempted notification under paragraph 

(1) occurred. 

(3) Make reasonable efforts to ensure that the student’s parent or guardian is present during the 

questioning or, if the parent or guardian is not present, ensure that school personnel, including, but not 

limited to, a school social worker, a school psychologist, a school nurse, a school guidance counselor, 

or any other mental health professional, are present during the questioning. 

(4) If practicable, make reasonable efforts to ensure that a law enforcement officer trained in promoting 

safe interactions and communications with youth is present during the questioning. An officer who 

received training in youth investigations approved or certified by his or her law enforcement agency or 

under Section 10.22 of the Police Training Act or a juvenile police officer, as defined under Section 1-3 

of the Juvenile Court Act of 1987, satisfies the requirement under this paragraph. 

(c) This Section does not limit the authority of a law enforcement officer to make an arrest on school 

grounds. This Section does not apply to circumstances that would cause a reasonable person to believe 

that urgent and immediate action is necessary to do any of the following: 

(1) Prevent bodily harm or injury to the student or any other person. 

(2) Apprehend an armed or fleeing suspect. 

(3) Prevent the destruction of evidence. 

(4) Address an emergency or other dangerous situation. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-5. Duties of truant officers.  

The truant officer of the school district, whenever notified by the Superintendent, teacher, or other person 

of violations of this Article, or the county truant officer, when notified by the County Superintendent, shall 

investigate all cases of truancy or non-attendance at school in their respective jurisdictions, and if the 

children complained of are not exempt under the provisions of this Article, the truant officer shall proceed 

as is provided in this Article. The county truant officer, within the county and the district truant officers, 

within their respective districts, shall in the exercise of their duties be conservators of the peace and shall 

keep the same, suppress riots, routs, affray, fighting, breaches of the peace, and prevent crime; and may 

arrest offenders on view and cause them to be brought before proper officials for trial or examination. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-18.57. Booking stations on school grounds. 

(a) There shall be no student booking station established or maintained on the grounds of any school. 
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(b) This prohibition shall be applied to student booking stations only, as defined in this Section. The 

prohibition does not prohibit or affect the establishment or maintenance of any place operated by or under 

the control of law enforcement personnel, school resource officers, or other security personnel that does 

not also qualify as a student booking station as defined in paragraph (2) of subsection (d) of this Section. 

The prohibition does not affect or limit the powers afforded law enforcement officers to perform their 

duties within schools as otherwise prescribed by law. 

(c) When the underlying suspected or alleged criminal act is an act of violence, and isolation of a student 

or students is deemed necessary to the interest of public safety, and no other location is adequate for 

secure isolation of the student or students, offices as described in paragraph (1) of subsection (d) of this 

Section may be employed to detain students for a period no longer than that required to alleviate that 

threat to public safety. 

(c-5) A student may not be questioned or detained at a school site described in paragraph (2) of 

subsection (d) without the presence of the student’s parent or guardian, a school social worker, or a 

licensed mental health professional.  

(d) As used in this Section, "student booking station" means a building, office, room, or any indefinitely 

established space or site, mobile or fixed, which operates concurrently as: 

(1) predominantly or regularly a place of operation for a municipal police department, county sheriff 

department, or other law enforcement agency, or under the primary control thereof; and 

(2) a site at which students are detained in connection with criminal charges or allegations against 

those students, taken into custody, or engaged with law enforcement personnel in any process that 

creates a law enforcement record of that contact with law enforcement personnel or processes. 

REGULATIONS 

No relevant regulations found. 

Certification or training 

LAWS 

§ 50 ILCS 705/10.22 School resource officers. 

(a) The Board shall develop or approve a course for school resource officers as defined in Section 10-

20.68 of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/10-20.68]. 

(b) The school resource officer course shall be developed within one year after January 1, 2019 (the 

effective date of Public Act 100-984) and shall be created in consultation with organizations 

demonstrating expertise and or experience in the areas of youth and adolescent developmental issues, 

educational administrative issues, prevention of child abuse and exploitation, youth mental health 

treatment, and juvenile advocacy. 

(c) The Board shall develop a process allowing law enforcement agencies to request a waiver of this 

training requirement for any specific individual assigned as a school resource officer. Applications for 

these waivers may be submitted by a local law enforcement agency chief administrator for any officer 

whose prior training and experience may qualify for a waiver of the training requirement of this subsection 

(c). The Board may issue a waiver at its discretion, based solely on the prior training and experience of an 

officer. 

(d) Upon completion, the employing agency shall be issued a certificate attesting to a specific officer’s 

completion of the school resource officer training. Additionally, a letter of approval shall be issued to the 

employing agency for any officer who is approved for a training waiver under this subsection (d). 



Illinois Compilation of School Discipline Laws and Regulations Page 93 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-20.68 School resource officer. 

(a) In this Section, “school resource officer” means a law enforcement officer who has been primarily 

assigned to a school or school district under an agreement with a local law enforcement agency. 

(b) Beginning January 1, 2021, any law enforcement agency that provides a school resource officer under 

this Section shall provide to the school district a certificate of completion, or approved waiver, issued by 

the Illinois Law Enforcement Training Standards Board under Section 10.22 of the Illinois Police Training 

Act indicating that the subject officer has completed the requisite course of instruction in the applicable 

subject areas within one year of assignment, or has prior experience and training which satisfies this 

requirement. 

(c) In an effort to defray the related costs, any law enforcement agency that provides a school resource 

officer should apply for grant funding through the federal Community Oriented Policing Services grant 

program. 

REGULATIONS 

No relevant regulations found. 

MOUs, authorization, and/or funding 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-20.14. Student discipline policies; parent-teacher advisory committee.  

(b) The parent-teacher advisory committee in cooperation with local law enforcement agencies shall 

develop, with the school board, policy guideline procedures to establish and maintain a reciprocal 

reporting system between the school district and local law enforcement agencies regarding criminal 

offenses committed by students. School districts are encouraged to create memoranda of understanding 

with local law enforcement agencies that clearly define law enforcement's role in schools, in accordance 

with Section 10-22.6 of this Code.  

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-20.68 School resource officer. 

(a) In this Section, “school resource officer” means a law enforcement officer who has been primarily 

assigned to a school or school district under an agreement with a local law enforcement agency. 

(b) Beginning January 1, 2021, any law enforcement agency that provides a school resource officer under 

this Section shall provide to the school district a certificate of completion, or approved waiver, issued by 

the Illinois Law Enforcement Training Standards Board under Section 10.22 of the Illinois Police Training 

Act indicating that the subject officer has completed the requisite course of instruction in the applicable 

subject areas within one year of assignment, or has prior experience and training which satisfies this 

requirement. 

(c) In an effort to defray the related costs, any law enforcement agency that provides a school resource 

officer should apply for grant funding through the federal Community Oriented Policing Services grant 

program. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-3. Teachers furnished list-report of non-attendance-report of persons not on list.  

The clerk or secretary of the school board of all school districts except those employing district truant 

officers shall furnish the superintendent of schools at the beginning of the school year a list of the names 

and addresses of the children living in the district who come under the provisions of this Article and of 

persons having custody or control of such children. The superintendent shall at the opening of school and 

at other times when required by the regional superintendent of schools compare the list with the 
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enrollment of the school or schools and report to the regional superintendent of schools the names of 

persons having custody or control of children included under the provisions of this Article who are truant 

or who are chronic or habitual truants for whom supportive services and other school resources have 

failed to correct the truant behavior and who are not in regular attendance at the public school, and the 

names of such children and their ages, stating in each case, if known, the cause of such absence. The 

report shall also contain the names of any other persons who were not enumerated in the list at the 

beginning of school and who have the custody or control of children not attending school. The regional 

superintendent shall, without delay, place such information at the disposal of the regional truant officer. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-3a. Report of pupils no longer enrolled in school.  

The clerk or secretary of the school board of all school districts shall furnish quarterly on the first school 

day of October, January, April and July to the regional superintendent and to the Secretary of State a list 

of pupils, excluding transferees, who have been expelled or have withdrawn or who have left school and 

have been removed from the regular attendance rolls during the period of time school was in regular 

session from the time of the previous quarterly report. Such list shall include the names and addresses of 

pupils formerly in attendance, the names and addresses of persons having custody or control of such 

pupils, the reason, if known, such pupils are no longer in attendance and the date of removal from the 

attendance rolls. The list shall also include the names of: pupils whose withdrawal is due to extraordinary 

circumstances, including but not limited to economic or medical necessity or family hardship, as 

determined by the criteria established by the school district; pupils who have re-enrolled in school since 

their names were removed from the attendance rolls; any pupil certified to be a chronic or habitual truant, 

as defined in Section 26-2a; and pupils previously certified as chronic or habitual truants who have 

resumed regular school attendance. The regional superintendent shall inform the county or district truant 

officer who shall investigate to see that such pupils are in compliance with the requirements of this Article.  

Each local school district shall establish, in writing, a set of criteria for use by the local superintendent of 

schools in determining whether a pupil's failure to attend school is the result of extraordinary 

circumstances, including but not limited to economic or medical necessity or family hardship. 

If a pupil re-enrolls in school after his or her name was removed from the attendance rolls or resumes 

regular attendance after being certified a chronic or habitual truant, the pupil must obtain and forward to 

the Secretary of State, on a form designated by the Secretary of State, verification of his or her re-

enrollment. The verification may be in the form of a signature or seal or in any other form determined by 

the school board.  

The State Board of Education shall, if possible, make available to any person, upon request, a 

comparison of dropout rates before and after the effective date of this amendatory Act of the 94th General 

Assembly. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-5. Duties of truant officers.  

The truant officer of the school district, whenever notified by the Superintendent, teacher, or other person 

of violations of this Article, or the county truant officer, when notified by the County Superintendent, shall 

investigate all cases of truancy or non-attendance at school in their respective jurisdictions, and if the 

children complained of are not exempt under the provisions of this Article, the truant officer shall proceed 

as is provided in this Article. The county truant officer, within the county and the district truant officers, 

within their respective districts, shall in the exercise of their duties be conservators of the peace and shall 

keep the same, suppress riots, routs, affray, fighting, breaches of the peace, and prevent crime; and may 

arrest offenders on view and cause them to be brought before proper officials for trial or examination. 
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§ 105 ILCS 5/26-6. List and reports in districts employing truant officers.  

In school districts which employ truant officers the clerk or secretary of the school board shall at the 

beginning of each school year furnish a copy of the last school census to the superintendent of schools 

(or principal teacher) in the district, together with the names and addresses of the truant officers in the 

district, and the superintendent, (or principal teacher) shall compare the census list with the enrollment of 

the school or schools and, from time to time, report to the proper truant officers the names and addresses 

of persons having custody or control of children included under the provisions of this Article who are 

truant or who are chronic or habitual truants for whom supportive services and other school resources 

have failed to correct the truant behavior and who are not in regular attendance at public schools and also 

the names of persons having custody or control of children who are not in regular attendance at school 

and whose names are not included in the census list. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-7. Notice to custodian-notice of non-compliance.  

If any person fails to send any child under his custody or control to some lawful school, the truant officer 

or, in a school district that does not have a truant officer, the regional superintendent of schools or his or 

her designee shall, as soon as practicable after he is notified thereof, give notice in person or by mail to 

such person that such child shall be present at the proper public school on the day following the receipt of 

such notice. The notice shall state the date that attendance at school must begin and that such 

attendance must be continuous and consecutive in the district during the remainder of the school year. 

The truant officer or, in a school district that does not have a truant officer, the regional superintendent of 

schools or his or her designee shall at the same time that such notice is given notify the teacher or 

superintendent of the proper public school thereof and the teacher or superintendent shall notify the 

truant officer or regional superintendent of schools of any non-compliance therewith. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-8. Determination as to compliance - complaint in circuit court.  

A truant officer or, in a school district that does not have a truant officer, the regional superintendent of 

schools or his or her designee, after giving the notice provided in Section 26-7, shall determine whether 

the notice has been complied with. If 3 notices have been given and the notices have not been complied 

with, and if the persons having custody or control have knowingly and willfully permitted the truant 

behavior to continue, the regional superintendent of schools, or his or her designee, of the school district 

where the child resides shall conduct a truancy hearing. If the regional superintendent determines as a 

result of the hearing that the child is truant, the regional superintendent shall, if age appropriate at the 

discretion of the regional superintendent, require the student to complete 20 to 40 hours of community 

service over a period of 90 days. If the truancy persists, the regional superintendent shall (i) make 

complaint against the persons having custody or control to the state's attorney or in the circuit court in the 

county where such person resides for failure to comply with the provisions of this Article or (ii) conduct 

truancy mediation and encourage the student to enroll in a graduation incentives program under Section 

26-16 of this Code. If, however, after giving the notice provided in Section 26-7 the truant behavior has 

continued, and the child is beyond the control of the parents, guardians or custodians, a truancy petition 

shall be filed under the provisions of Article III of the Juvenile Court Act of 1987. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-8a. [Court petition content] 

The petition for court action shall include the name of the truant minor, the names and addresses of 

persons having custody or control of the student, the dates of the truant behavior, the dates and nature of 

contacts or conferences with the student and the persons having custody or control of the student, and 

the nature of the supportive services, alternative programs and other school resources the school district 

provided to that child in an effort to correct that child's truant behavior.  
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§ 105 ILCS 5/26-8b. [Court petition filing] 

When a petition is filed, it shall be set for an adjudicatory hearing within 10 days and acted upon within 30 

days, subject to the provisions of the Juvenile Court Act or the Juvenile Court Act of 1987 if filed 

thereunder. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-9. School officers and teachers to assist truant officers.  

School officers, superintendents, teachers or other persons shall render such assistance and furnish such 

information as they have to aid truant officers in the performance of their duties. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-10. Fine for noncompliance. 

Any person having custody or control of a child subject to the provisions of this Article to whom notice has 

been given of the child's truancy and who knowingly and willfully permits such a child to persist in his 

truancy within that school year, upon conviction thereof shall be guilty of a Class C misdemeanor and 

shall be subject to not more than 30 days imprisonment and/or a fine of up to $500. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-11. Punishment for certain offenses.  

Any person who induces or attempts to induce any child to be absent from school unlawfully, or who 

knowingly employs or harbors, while school is in session, any child absent unlawfully from school for 3 

consecutive school days, is guilty of a Class C misdemeanor. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-14. Truancy programs for dropouts.  

Any dropout, as defined in Section 26-2a, who is 17 years of age may apply to a school district for status 

as a truant, and the school district shall permit such person to participate in the district's various programs 

and resources for truants. At the time of the person's application, the district may request documentation 

of his dropout status for the previous 6 months. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/26-15. Truant minors.  

When a regional superintendent has reason to believe that a pupil is a truant minor as defined in Section 

26-2a, the regional superintendent may report such pupil under the provisions of the Juvenile Court Act. 

REGULATIONS 

No relevant regulations found. 
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State Education Agency Support 

State model policies and implementation support 

LAWS 

§ 20 ILCS 1705/76. Mental health database and resource page.  

The Department shall create and maintain an online database and resource page on its website. The 

database and resource page shall contain mental health resources specifically geared toward school 

social workers, school counselors, parents, teachers, and school support personnel with the goal of 

connecting those people with mental health resources related to bullying and school shootings and 

encouraging information sharing among educational administrators, school security personnel, and 

school resource officers. 

REGULATIONS 

No relevant regulations found. 

Funding appropriations 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/2-3.176. Safe schools and healthy learning environment grant program.  

(a) The State Board of Education, subject to appropriation, is authorized to award competitive grants on 

an annual basis under a Safe Schools and Healthy Learning Environments Grant Program. The goal of 

this grant program is to promote school safety and healthy learning environments by providing schools 

with additional resources to implement restorative interventions and resolution strategies as alternatives 

to exclusionary discipline, and to address the full range of students’ intellectual, social, emotional, 

physical, psychological, and moral developmental needs. 

(b) To receive a grant under this program, a school district must submit with its grant application a plan for 

implementing evidence-based and promising practices that are aligned with the goal of this program. The 

application may include proposals to (i) hire additional school support personnel, including, but not limited 

to, restorative justice practitioners, school psychologists, school social workers, and other mental and 

behavioral health specialists; (ii) use existing school-based resources, community-based resources, or 

other experts and practitioners to expand alternatives to exclusionary discipline, mental and behavioral 

health supports, wraparound services, or drug and alcohol treatment; and (iii) provide training for school 

staff on trauma-informed approaches to meeting students’ developmental needs, addressing the effects 

of toxic stress, restorative justice approaches, conflict resolution techniques, and the effective utilization 

of school support personnel and community-based services. For purposes of this subsection, “promising 

practices” means practices that present, based on preliminary information, potential for becoming 

evidence-based practices. 

Grant funds may not be used to increase the use of school-based law enforcement or security personnel. 

Nothing in this Section shall prohibit school districts from involving law enforcement personnel when 

necessary and allowed by law. 

(c) The State Board of Education, subject to appropriation for the grant program, shall annually 

disseminate a request for applications to this program, and funds shall be distributed annually. The 

criteria to be considered by the State Board of Education in awarding the funds shall be (i) the average 

ratio of school support personnel to students in the target schools over the preceding 3 school years, with 
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priority given to applications with a demonstrated shortage of school support personnel to meet student 

needs; and (ii) the degree to which the proposal articulates a comprehensive approach for reducing 

exclusionary discipline while building safe and healthy learning environments. Priority shall be given to 

school districts that meet the metrics under subsection (b) of Section 2-3.162 [105 ILCS 5/2-3.162]. 

(d) The State Board of Education, subject to appropriation for the grant program, shall produce an annual 

report on the program in cooperation with the school districts participating in the program. The report shall 

include available quantitative information on the progress being made in reducing exclusionary discipline 

and the effects of the program on school safety and school climate. This report shall be posted on the 

State Board of Education’s website by October 31 of each year, beginning in 2020. 

(e) The State Board of Education may adopt any rules necessary for the implementation of this program. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/13A-1. Legislative Declaration.  

The General Assembly finds and declares as follows:  

(j) Because of the urgency of the problems described in this Section, as well as their statewide impact, 

the State of Illinois bears the responsibility to establish and fully fund alternative schools as soon as 

possible, thereby providing school districts with an option for dealing with disruptive students that they 

do not now possess. 

REGULATIONS  

205.20. Truants’ alternative and optional education programs - Purpose. 

a) This Part establishes the procedure and criteria for approval of applications, submitted by eligible 

applicants to the State Board of Education, for grants to assist the applicants in establishing truants' 

alternative and optional education programs as authorized in Section 2-3.66 of the School Code. [105 

ILCS 5/2-3.66] 

b) Programs funded under this grant shall serve students identified as one of the following: 

1) a truant, as defined in Section 26-2a of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/26-2a]; or 

2) a chronic or habitual truant, as defined in Section 26-2a of the School Code; or 

3) a dropout, as defined in Section 26-2a of the School Code; or 

4) a potential dropout, which is any student subject to compulsory attendance as defined in Article 26 of 

the School Code [105 ILCS 5/Art. 26] and whose school absences or pattern of school attendance 

impedes the student’s learning or contributes to the student’s failure to meet State and/or district 

learning standards. Attendance problems may include chronic truancy, truancy, selective absences, 

excessive absences or a pattern of absences or tardiness. In assessing whether marginal school 

attendance problems would place a student within the definition of "potential dropout," consideration 

shall be given to a student's personal involvement in the education process, apparent motivation to 

receive an education, or any continued and obvious apathy or disaffection for education, particularly, 

when indications of uninvolvement, lack of motivation or disaffection are coupled with currently known 

individual or family circumstances that, if they remain unresolved, would be reasonably expected to 

result in escalating attendance problems. (Source: Amended at 25 Ill. Reg. 2399, effective January 25, 

2001) 

205.30. Truants’ alternative and optional education programs - Eligible applicants. 

a) Proposals for grant awards under Section 2-3.66 of the School Code may be submitted only by public 

school districts, regional offices of education, public university laboratory schools approved by the State 

Board of Education pursuant to Section 18-8.05(K) of the School Code [105 ILCS 5/18-8.05(K)], charter 

schools, community college districts, or area vocational centers. 
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b) Joint applications for funds may be submitted. If a joint application is submitted, then an administrative 

agent shall be designated. 

1) The superintendent from each of the participating school districts and the official authorized to submit 

a proposal on behalf of any other eligible entity as defined in subsection (a) of this Section shall sign the 

joint application. 

2) A school district or other eligible entity shall only participate in one proposal for a program. (Source: 

Amended at 26 Ill. Reg. 882, effective January 15, 2002) 

205.40. Truants’ alternative and optional education programs - Application procedure and content. 

It is the intention of the State Board of Education to approve truants’ alternative and optional education 

programs for a three- year period. Funding for the second and third years of operation (i.e., beginning the 

year following the initial grant award) shall be contingent upon the availability of funds for the program, 

the grantee's progress toward meeting its objectives, and the evidence presented in the proposal that a 

sufficient need continues to exist for the program (see Section 205.40(f) of this Part). 

a) The State Board of Education will issue a Request for Proposals (RFP) specifying the information that 

applicants shall include in their proposals and requiring that proposals be submitted to the State Board of 

Education no later than the date specified in the RFP. The RFP shall provide at least 45 calendar days in 

which to submit proposals.  

b) Each RFP shall indicate the descriptive information (e.g., needs assessment, community-based 

planning procedures, indicators used to identify students for the program, program objectives and 

activities, individualized optional education plan development, means of evaluation) that initial applicants 

will be required to provide about their proposed programs. Initial applicants are those that did not receive 

funding under this Part for a truants’ alternative and optional education program in the year previous to an 

application or that are completing the last year in a three-year funding cycle. Each RFP shall identify any 

area or areas of high priority for the funding cycle.  

c) Each RFP shall describe the proposal format that applicants will be required to follow (e.g., cover page, 

program staffing, proposal abstract, proposal narrative). 

d) Each proposal shall include a budget summary and payment schedule and a narrative budget 

breakdown (i.e., a detailed explanation of each line item of expenditure), completed on forms provided by 

the State Board of Education. 

e) Each proposal shall include a Certification and Assurances for Application and Award and a Drug-Free 

f) Each proposal for renewal shall contain at least the following: 

1) a mid-year report of the current year's program, documenting the services provided and describing 

the degree to which the grantee is achieving its stated objectives; 

2) an updated narrative description of the objectives, activities, timelines, evaluation procedures and the 

personnel to be responsible for them in the renewal year, relating the objectives and activities proposed 

to the results to date, as described in the mid-year report required under subsection (f)(1) of this 

Section; 

3) an updated budget summary and payment schedule, with narrative budget breakdown, for the 

renewal year; and 

4) the assurances and certification forms referred to in subsection (e) of this Section, bearing a current 

signature and applicable to the renewal period. 

g) Incomplete proposals will not be considered for funding. 
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205.50. Truants’ alternative and optional education programs - Proposal review and approval. 

a) Proposals submitted for initial funding under this Part shall be evaluated in accordance with the 

following criteria and points: 

1) There is sufficient need for the program/services, as evidenced by the number or proportion of 

students identified as eligible for program services (see Section 205.20(b) of this Part). (20 points) 

2) Criteria and indicators for identifying students who are eligible for the program are clearly established 

and likely to target those students most in need of services. (20 points) 

3) Program objectives and activities are well- defined, linked to identified needs, and likely to lead to 

improved outcomes for the students served in the program. (20 points) 

4) The program is cost-effective as evidenced by the cost of proposed services in relation to the 

numbers to be served and the services to be provided. (20 points) 

5) The evaluation strategies will effectively gauge the success of the program and yield sufficient data 

that can be used to improve the program. (10 points) 

6) The proposal demonstrates strategies, other than those routinely offered by the regular school 

program that will be effective in decreasing the dropout rate and increasing school attendance. (10 

points) 

b) Proposals submitted for a renewal period shall be evaluated in accordance with the following criteria: 

1) The evaluation of the current year's project indicates that its stated objectives are being met, that the 

project has been conducted in conformance with the proposal approved by the State Superintendent of 

Education, and that a sufficient need continues to exist for the truants' alternative and optional 

education program; or 

2) In instances where certain objectives of the project are not being met, the grantee has described the 

relative status of each such objective, the reason(s) for incomplete achievement, and either: 

i) the steps to be taken to ensure that the objective will be met during the renewal period, if the 

objective remains a valid part of the proposal for renewal; or 

ii) if the grantee has determined that the objective should be deleted from its plan or altered in light of 

the previous year's experience, then the grantee has provided its rationale for such deletion or 

change and has described how the program's goals for the renewal period will be met in light of the 

change. 

c) The selection of proposals for funding may be based in part on geographic distribution and/or the need 

to provide resources to public school districts and communities with varying demographic characteristics.  

d) Priority consideration may be given to proposals with specific areas of emphasis, as identified by the 

State Board of Education in a particular RFP. 

e) The State Superintendent of Education will make final determinations in accordance with the criteria 

stated in subsections (a) and (b) of this Section. 

205.60. Truants’ alternative and optional education programs -Allocation of funds. 

The State Superintendent of Education shall determine the amount of individual grant awards on the 

basis of the following criteria. The final award amounts will be based on these criteria following 

negotiation with the grant recipient:  

a) the total funds appropriated for truants' alternative and optional education programs;  

b) the program needs, resources, and amounts requested in the top-ranked proposals determined 

pursuant to Section 205.50(a) and (b) of this Part; and  
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c) the need to assure delivery of truancy prevention services and truants' alternative and optional 

education programs on a statewide basis and in a manner that will have the greatest impact in 

preventing truancy and students from dropping out of school.  

205.70. Truants’ alternative and optional education programs -Terms of the grant. 

Each RFP shall inform potential recipients of the terms and conditions that apply to their receipt and use 

of grant funds under this program, including at least the following: 

a) All grants issued under this Part shall be governed by the Illinois Grant Funds Recovery Act [30 ILCS 

705]. 

b) Applicants may be asked to clarify certain aspects of their proposals. A negotiated and finalized 

proposal returned to the applicant, with an authorized signature affixed to the cover page, will constitute 

an approved grant agreement with the State Board of Education. 

c) Orders for payment will be submitted to the Office of the Comptroller by the State Board of Education 

according to a negotiated payment schedule. Payments may be reduced from scheduled amounts if 

periodic reports show excessive cash on hand. 

d) The grantee may operate its own program or enter into a subcontract with another not-for-profit entity 

to implement the program. 

e) Grant recipients must submit a final project report to the State Board of Education within 30 days 

after the ending date of the grant period. 

f) An approved budget may be amended by completing an amendment to the approved budget, using 

forms supplied by the State Board of Education, to show the new amounts required and attaching an 

explanation for the changes. A budget amendment is necessary whenever an approved individual line 

item changes by more than $1,000 or 20 percent (whichever is larger) from the approved budget. A 

budget amendment must also be submitted for approval when a grantee proposes to use funds for 

allowable expenditures not identified in the approved budget. Changes will be approved if the proposed 

distribution of resources or activities would have been approvable within the original application. 

g) The annual RFP shall indicate the proportion of grant funds that can be used for administrative 

expenses. 
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Other or Uncategorized 

Professional immunity or liability 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/24-26. Intervening to help students or their family members who may have alcohol or 

other drug problems.  

Teachers and other employees of school districts may intervene to help students or their family members 

who appear to have problems with alcohol and other drugs by encouraging them to seek an assessment 

and treatment. School personnel who intervene shall have immunity from civil liability in accordance with 

the Alcoholism and Drug Addiction Intervenor and Reporter Immunity Law. School personnel shall not be 

subject to disciplinary action by the school because of an intervention and may not be prohibited by 

school policy from intervening. 

REGULATIONS 

No relevant regulations found. 

Community input or involvement 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 5/2-3.164. Attendance commission. (Section scheduled to be repealed on December 16, 

2020) 

(a) The Attendance Commission is created within the State Board of Education to study the issue of 

chronic absenteeism in this State and make recommendations for strategies to prevent chronic 

absenteeism. The Commission shall consist of all of the following members: 

(1) The Director of the Department of Children and Family Services or his or her designee. 

(2) The Chairperson of the State Board of Education or his or her designee. 

(3) The Chairperson of the Board of Higher Education or his or her designee. 

(4) The Secretary of the Department of Human Services or his or her designee. 

(5) The Director of the Department of Public Health or his or her designee. 

(6) The Chairperson of the Illinois Community College Board or his or her designee. 

(7) The Chairperson of the State Charter School Commission or his or her designee. 

(8) An individual that deals with children's disabilities, impairments, and social emotional issues, 

appointed by the State Superintendent of Education. 

(9) One member from each of the following organizations, appointed by the State Superintendent of 

Education: 

(A) A non-profit organization that advocates for students in temporary living situations. 

(B) An Illinois-focused, non-profit organization that advocates for the well-being of all children and 

families in this State. 

(C) An Illinois non-profit, anti-crime organization of law enforcement that researches and recommends 

early learning and youth development strategies to reduce crime. 

(D) An Illinois non-profit organization that conducts community-organizing around family issues. 

(E) A statewide professional teachers' organization. 
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(F) A different statewide professional teachers' organization. 

(G) A professional teachers' organization in a city having a population exceeding 500,000. 

(H) An association representing school administrators. 

(I) An association representing school board members. 

(J) An association representing school principals. 

(K) An association representing regional superintendents of schools. 

(L) An association representing parents. 

(M) An association representing high school districts. 

(N) An association representing large unit districts. 

(O) An organization that advocates for healthier school environments in Illinois. 

(P) An organization that advocates for the health and safety of Illinois youth and families by providing 

capacity building services. 

(Q) A statewide association of local philanthropic organizations that advocates for effective 

educational, health, and human service policies to improve this State's communities. 

(R) A statewide organization that advocates for partnerships among schools, families, and the 

community that provide access to support and remove barriers to learning and development, using 

schools as hubs. 

(S) An organization representing statewide programs actively involved in truancy intervention. 

Attendance Commission members shall serve without compensation but shall be reimbursed for their 

travel expenses from appropriations to the State Board of Education available for that purpose and 

subject to the rules of the appropriate travel control board. 

(b) The Attendance Commission shall meet initially at the call of the State Superintendent of Education. 

The members shall elect a chairperson at their initial meeting. Thereafter, the Attendance Commission 

shall meet at the call of the chairperson. The Attendance Commission shall hold hearings on a periodic 

basis to receive testimony from the public regarding attendance. 

(c) The Attendance Commission shall identify strategies, mechanisms, and approaches to help parents, 

educators, principals, superintendents, and the State Board of Education address and prevent chronic 

absenteeism and shall recommend to the General Assembly and State Board of Education: 

(1) a standard for attendance and chronic absenteeism, defining attendance as a calculation of 

standard clock hours in a day that equal a full day based on instructional minutes for both a half day 

and a full day per learning environment; 

(2) mechanisms to improve data systems to monitor and track chronic absenteeism across this State in 

a way that identifies trends from prekindergarten through grade 12 and allows the identification of 

students who need individualized chronic absenteeism prevention plans; 

(3) mechanisms for reporting and accountability for schools and districts across this State, including 

creating multiple measure indexes for reporting; 

(4) best practices for utilizing attendance and chronic absenteeism data to create multi-tiered systems 

of support and prevention that will result in students being ready for college and career; and 

(5) new initiatives and responses to ongoing challenges presented by chronic absenteeism. 

(d) The State Board of Education shall provide administrative support to the Commission. The Attendance 

Commission shall submit an initial report to the General Assembly and the State Board of Education no 

later than March 15, 2016. The Attendance Commission shall submit an annual report to the General 

Assembly and the State Board of Education no later than December 15, 2016 and each December 15 

thereafter. 
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(e) The Attendance Commission is abolished and this Section is repealed on December 16, 2020. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-20.14. Student discipline policies; parent-teacher advisory committee.  

(a) To establish and maintain a parent-teacher advisory committee to develop with the school board or 

governing body of a charter school policy guidelines on pupil discipline, including school searches and 

bullying prevention as set forth in Section 27-23.7 of this Code. School authorities shall furnish a copy of 

the policy to the parents or guardian of each pupil within 15 days after the beginning of the school year, or 

within 15 days after starting classes for a pupil who transfers into the district during the school year, and 

the school board or governing body of a charter school shall require that a school inform its pupils of the 

contents of the policy. School boards and the governing bodies of charter schools, along with the parent-

teacher advisory committee, must annually review their pupil discipline policies, the implementation of 

those policies, and any other factors related to the safety of their schools, pupils, and staff.  

(a-5) On or before September 15, 2016, each elementary and secondary school and charter school shall, 

at a minimum, adopt pupil discipline policies that fulfill the requirements set forth in this Section, 

subsections (a) and (b) of Section 10-22.6 of this Code, Section 34-19 of this Code if applicable, and 

federal and State laws that provide special requirements for the discipline of students with disabilities.  

(b) The parent-teacher advisory committee in cooperation with local law enforcement agencies shall 

develop, with the school board, policy guideline procedures to establish and maintain a reciprocal 

reporting system between the school district and local law enforcement agencies regarding criminal 

offenses committed by students. School districts are encouraged to create memoranda of understanding 

with local law enforcement agencies that clearly define law enforcement's role in schools, in accordance 

with Section 10-22.6 of this Code.  

(c) The parent-teacher advisory committee, in cooperation with school bus personnel, shall develop, with 

the school board, policy guideline procedures to establish and maintain school bus safety procedures. 

These procedures shall be incorporated into the district's pupil discipline policy.  

(d) The school board, in consultation with the parent-teacher advisory committee and other community-

based organizations, must include provisions in the student discipline policy to address students who 

have demonstrated behaviors that put them at risk for aggressive behavior, including without limitation 

bullying, as defined in the policy. These provisions must include procedures for notifying parents or legal 

guardians and early intervention procedures based upon available community-based and district 

resources. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/27-23.7. Bullying prevention. 

(b) In this Section:  

"Policy on bullying" means a bullying prevention policy that meets the following criteria: 

(9) Is based on the engagement of a range of school stakeholders, including students and parents or 

guardians. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-19. By-laws, rules and regulations; business transacted at regular meetings; 

voting; records.  

[...] The board shall be further encouraged to provide opportunities for public hearing and testimony 

before the adoption of bylaws, rules and regulations. Upon all propositions requiring for their adoption at 

least a majority of all the members of the board the yeas and nays shall be taken and reported. The by-

laws, rules and regulations of the board shall not be repealed, amended or added to, except by a vote of 

2/3 of the full membership of the board. The board shall keep a record of all its proceedings. Such 

records and all by-laws, rules and regulations, or parts thereof, may be proved by a copy thereof certified 

to be such by the secretary of the board, but if they are printed in book or pamphlet form which are 



Illinois Compilation of School Discipline Laws and Regulations Page 105 

purported to be published by authority of the board they need not be otherwise published and the book or 

pamphlet shall be received as evidence, without further proof, of the records, by-laws, rules and 

regulations, or any part thereof, as of the dates thereof as shown in such book or pamphlet, in all courts 

and places where judicial proceedings are had. [...] 

REGULATIONS  

205.35. Truants’ alternative and optional education programs - Required program components. 

Each program funded pursuant to Section 2-3.66 of the School Code shall include at least the following 

components. 

a) A comprehensive community-based program planning process that includes, but is not limited to, the 

participation of business, community organizations, social service providers, government agencies, 

parents, school administrators and other staff members, including teachers, and students, and that 

leads to the development and implementation of a strategic plan. 

Other or Uncategorized 

LAWS 

§ 105 ILCS 10/2. Definitions. 

As used in this Act, 

(a) "Student" means any person enrolled or previously enrolled in a school. 

(b) "School" means any public preschool, day care center, kindergarten, nursery, elementary or 

secondary educational institution, vocational school, special educational facility or any other elementary 

or secondary educational agency or institution and any person, agency or institution which maintains 

school student records from more than one school, but does not include a private or non-public school. 

(c) "State Board" means the State Board of Education. 

(d) "School Student Record" means any writing or other recorded information concerning a student and 

by which a student may be individually identified, maintained by a school or at its direction or by an 

employee of a school, regardless of how or where the information is stored. The following shall not be 

deemed school student records under this Act: writings or other recorded information maintained by an 

employee of a school or other person at the direction of a school for his or her exclusive use; provided 

that all such writings and other recorded information are destroyed not later than the student's 

graduation or permanent withdrawal from the school; and provided further that no such records or 

recorded information may be released or disclosed to any person except a person designated by the 

school as a substitute unless they are first incorporated in a school student record and made subject to 

all of the provisions of this Act. School student records shall not include information maintained by law 

enforcement professionals working in the school. 

(e) "Student Permanent Record" means the minimum personal information necessary to a school in the 

education of the student and contained in a school student record. Such information may include the 

student's name, birth date, address, grades and grade level, parents' names and addresses, 

attendance records, and such other entries as the State Board may require or authorize. 

(f) "Student Temporary Record" means all information contained in a school student record but not 

contained in the student permanent record. Such information may include family background 

information, intelligence test scores, aptitude test scores, psychological and personality test results, 

teacher evaluations, and other information of clear relevance to the education of the student, all subject 

to regulations of the State Board. The information shall include information provided under Section 8.6 
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of the Abused and Neglected Child Reporting Act [325 ILCS 5/1 et seq.]. In addition, the student 

temporary record shall include information regarding serious disciplinary infractions that resulted in 

expulsion, suspension, or the imposition of punishment or sanction. For purposes of this provision, 

serious disciplinary infractions means: infractions involving drugs, weapons, or bodily harm to another. 

(g) "Parent" means a person who is the natural parent of the student or other person who has the 

primary responsibility for the care and upbringing of the student. All rights and privileges accorded to a 

parent under this Act shall become exclusively those of the student upon his 18th birthday, graduation 

from secondary school, marriage or entry into military service, whichever occurs first. Such rights and 

privileges may also be exercised by the student at any time with respect to the student's permanent 

school record. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/10-20.36. Psychotropic or psychostimulant medication; disciplinary action.  

(a) In this Section: "Psychostimulant medication" means medication that produces increased levels of 

mental and physical energy and alertness and an elevated mood by stimulating the central nervous 

system. "Psychotropic medication" means psychotropic medication as defined in Section 1-121.1 of the 

Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities Code.  

(b) Each school board must adopt and implement a policy that prohibits any disciplinary action that is 

based totally or in part on the refusal of a student's parent or guardian to administer or consent to the 

administration of psychotropic or psychostimulant medication to the student. The policy must require that, 

at least once every 2 years, the in-service training of certified school personnel and administrators include 

training on current best practices regarding the identification and treatment of attention deficit disorder 

and attention deficit hyperactivity disorder, the application of non-aversive behavioral interventions in the 

school environment, and the use of psychotropic or psychostimulant medication for school-age children.  

(c) This Section does not prohibit school medical staff, an individualized educational program team, or a 

professional worker (as defined in Section 14-1.10 of this Code) from recommending that a student be 

evaluated by an appropriate medical practitioner or prohibit school personnel from consulting with the 

practitioner with the consent of the student's parents or guardian. 

§ 105 ILCS 5/34-18.25. Psychotropic or psychostimulant medication; disciplinary action.  

(a) In this Section: "Psychostimulant medication" means medication that produces increased levels of 

mental and physical energy and alertness and an elevated mood by stimulating the central nervous 

system. "Psychotropic medication" means psychotropic medication as defined in Section 1-121.1 of the 

Mental Health and Developmental Disabilities Code.  

(b) The board must adopt and implement a policy that prohibits any disciplinary action that is based totally 

or in part on the refusal of a student's parent or guardian to administer or consent to the administration of 

psychotropic or psychostimulant medication to the student. The policy must require that, at least once 

every 2 years, the in-service training of certified school personnel and administrators include training on 

current best practices regarding the identification and treatment of attention deficit disorder and attention 

deficit hyperactivity disorder, the application of non-aversive behavioral interventions in the school 

environment, and the use of psychotropic or psychostimulant medication for school-age children.  

(c) This Section does not prohibit school medical staff, an individualized educational program team, or a 

professional worker (as defined in Section 14-1.10 of this Code) from recommending that a student be 

evaluated by an appropriate medical practitioner or prohibit school personnel from consulting with the 

practitioner with the consent of the student's parents or guardian. 

REGULATIONS 

No relevant regulations found. 
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State-Sponsored, Publicly Available Websites or Other Resources on 

School Discipline 

Safe, supportive learning environments use disciplinary policies and practices that help students stay out 

of the justice system, while ensuring academic engagement and success for all students. The following 

resources provided by Illinois provide additional context to state policy and regulations and, in some 

cases, may support the readers’ efforts to provide a positive disciplinary school climate. 

 

Title Description Website address (if applicable) 

Website   

Anti-Bias and Anti-Hate 

Resources, Illinois State 

Board of Education 

(ISBE)  

Provides information and links to 

resources addressing discrimination, 

bullying, harassment, and other forms of 

intimidation in schools. 

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Anti-

Bias-Anti-Hate.aspx 

Bullying Prevention, 

ISBE 

Presents an overview of bullying in 

Illinois schools and provides links to 

articles, ISBE tools, and bullying 

resources.  

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Bullyi

ng-Prevention.aspx 

Classroom Management 

and Discipline, ISBE 

Provides comprehensive resources and 

materials on effective classroom 

management and discipline strategies 

with links to related resources.  

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Clas

sroom-Management-and-

Discipline.aspx 

Positive Behavioral 

Interventions and 

Supports (PBIS), ISBE 

Provides an overview of PBIS elements 

including primary, secondary, and 

tertiary prevention elements with links to 

related resources. 

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Positi

ve-Behavioral-Intervention.aspx 

School Climate, ISBE Provides links to resources regarding 

school discipline, safety, and school 

climate. 

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Scho

ol-Climate.aspx  

School Discipline, ISBE Addresses school discipline in Illinois 

schools with guidance and resources, 

professional learning and available 

technical assistance.  

https://www.isbe.net/discipline 

Social and Emotional 

Learning (SEL), ISBE 

Provides an overview of Social and 

Emotional Learning (SEL) in Illinois 

schools and provides links to articles, 

ISBE tools, and other related topics such 

as positive behavioral interventions and 

supports and school climate. 

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Soci

al-Emotional-Learning.aspx 

Trauma, ISBE Addresses childhood trauma in Illinois 

schools and provides links to related 

articles and resources.  

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Trau

ma.aspx 

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Anti-Bias-Anti-Hate.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Anti-Bias-Anti-Hate.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Bullying-Prevention.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Bullying-Prevention.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Classroom-Management-and-Discipline.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Classroom-Management-and-Discipline.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Classroom-Management-and-Discipline.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Positive-Behavioral-Intervention.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Positive-Behavioral-Intervention.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Positive-Behavioral-Intervention.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Climate.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/School-Climate.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/discipline
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Social-Emotional-Learning.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Social-Emotional-Learning.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Trauma.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Trauma.aspx
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Title Description Website address (if applicable) 

Documents   

Illinois PBIS Network; 

Effective Bullying 

Prevention within a 

School-wide System of 

Positive Behavior 

Interventions and 

Supports (December 

2010), ISBE 

Technical assistance brief based on how 

the PBIS framework supports efficient 

and effective bullying prevention.  

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/

bully-prev-pbis-

brief.pdf#search=bullying 

School Policies for 

Bullying Prevention (SY 

2019-20), ISBE 

Policy guidance document on the 

updates for the 2019-20 school year 

regarding bullying policies, the content of 

those policies and procedures/timelines 

for submission to ISBE.  

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/

Bullying-Prev-Policy-Req.pdf  

Other Resources   

Comprehensive System 

of Learning Supports, 

ISBE 

Research-based indicators of effective 

practice describing the structural 

systems necessary to promote optimal 

conditions for learning. 

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Lear

ning-Supports.aspx 

Data Reporting and 

Collections - Expulsions, 

Suspensions, and 

Truants by District, ISBE 

Reports for data collected on expulsions, 

suspensions, and truants by district.  

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Expu

lsions-Suspensions-and-Truants-

by-District.aspx 

Physical Restraint and 

Time Out Form, ISBE 

Reporting form used to document 

incidents of physical restraint or time out 

in compliance with state regulation.  

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/

11-01-Physical-Restraint-Time-

Out-Form.pdf 

School Incident 

Reporting System, ISBE 

Reporting system for Illinois schools to 

view reports of school incidents.  

http://webapps.isbe.net/sirs/webr

eports.aspx 

 

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/bully-prev-pbis-brief.pdf#search=bullying
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/bully-prev-pbis-brief.pdf#search=bullying
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/bully-prev-pbis-brief.pdf#search=bullying
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Bullying-Prev-Policy-Req.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/Bullying-Prev-Policy-Req.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Learning-Supports.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Learning-Supports.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Expulsions-Suspensions-and-Truants-by-District.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Expulsions-Suspensions-and-Truants-by-District.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Expulsions-Suspensions-and-Truants-by-District.aspx
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/11-01-Physical-Restraint-Time-Out-Form.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/11-01-Physical-Restraint-Time-Out-Form.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/11-01-Physical-Restraint-Time-Out-Form.pdf
http://webapps.isbe.net/sirs/webreports.aspx
http://webapps.isbe.net/sirs/webreports.aspx

